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Israel arrests Deputy Zaki Abbas 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) _ toeli poEce on 
Tuesday arrested Palestinian Deputy Abbas ^ 
“Iffovocative activity.” a police spokesman said Me, 7 jm 
was being held in custody and that he was under inventaa. 

tion, bm refused to give further details. Mn Zaki was anest- 

edat the bridge crossing from the West Bank into Jordan 
white he was heading a Palestinian ddegation leaving on an 
official visit to Vietnam, Israeli Radio Me 7 «n 
lemrued from exile in 1995 and was elec ted as a represen- 
tative of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat's Fateh Party 
in Ms hometown of Hebron on the West Bank. Currently a 
member of the executive of Fateh, from 1987 to 1993 Mr 
Zato was a member of the intifada committee and lived in 
Tonis during die uprising in fee Palestinian territories. An 
arrest bytbe Israeli security forces of an elected Palestinian 
official is rare. 
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U.N. awaits Iraqi envoy 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) ■ — Iraqi diplomat Abdel 
Amir A1 Anbari was expected at U.N. headquarters in 
New York Thursday to present Bugdbad’s food dis- 
tribution plan following the “oil-ior-food" deal, a 
U.N. spokesman said Tuesday. A1 Anbari, w ho nego- 
tiated and signed the swap agreement on May 20, is 
to meet with the Chinmaya Gharekhan, an aide to the 
Secretary General, said U.N. spokeswoman Svlvana 
Foil The U.N. secretary general should then approve 
the Iraqi food distribution plan, a draft of which has 
already been circulating at the United Nations. 
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King condoles 
Greek president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 

Tuesday sent a cable to the 
Greek, president, condoling 
hizn over the death of for- 
mer Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreon. The 
King expressed his deep 
sorrow and heartfelt condo- 
lences over the death of the 
ex-premier: Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Moham- 
mad and Princess Taghreed 
also sent a similar cable to 
the Greek president 
(Human tide expected at 
Papandreon funeral, see 
page 12). 

Kuwaiti deputies 
double their salaries 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti deputies cm Tues- 
day voted through a second 
and final reading of a bill 
that will more than doable 
their salaries to almost 
$8,000 a month. The bill, 
which has been sent for 
emiri approval, will increase 
the moodily wages for mem- 
bers of the national assembly 
(parliament) to 2300 dinars 
($7,693) from 1,000 dinars 
($3344). The new salaries 
will only be paid to deputies 
that win seats in the October 
general elections, but oppo- 
nents of the bill said deputies 
wffi face fierce criticism far 
their decision. “It is for new 
deputies. Nevertheless, actu- 
al deputies will get some 
benefitsout of it and will be 
targeted with- fierce attacks 
by . rbeir opponents and 
columnists,” said liberal 
Ah Ahmad A1 Baghli, who 
opposed the increase. 

Clinton seeks 
Pakistan on nuclear 
test cooperation 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
sent a letter to Prime Muns- 
ter Benazir Bhutto Tuesday 
seeking Pakistan's “cooper- 
ation” in the internati onal 
negotiations for a nuclear 
test ban treaty. U.S. Ambas- 
sador Thomas Simons deliv- 
ered die letter daring a 
meeting with Foreign Minis- 
ter Aseff Ahmed Ali,-tbe 
official Associated Press of 
Pdtistaa (AFP) said. It said 
Ml Clinton's tetter sought 
Pakistan’s cooperation in the 
negotiations underway in 
Geneva on the Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). Pakistan’s arch- 
rival India last week refused 
to sign CTBT in its present 
fonn. Moneer Akram, leader 
of the Pakistani delegation at 
the Geneva talks, eadier 
warned that India's refusal to 
sign the draft treaty “could 
spell the tirath knell” of the 
pact 

AFP protests jour- 
nalist’s detention 

PARIS (AFP) — Agence 
Erance-Rresse Chairman 
lean Miot protested Tues- 
day to Israeli Premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu over 
the detention of an AFP cor- 
respondent in- southern 
Lebanon far nearly two 

weeks. In a letter he called in 

particular for Ali Diya, who 
has been held since June 13, 
to be given access to a 
lawyer. “We strongly protest 
against the treatment of our 
correspondent and call far 
an assurance that he be treat- 
ed according to inter-nation- 
al standards, in particular 
that he have the right to be 
defended,” he said. “Know- 
ing your commitment to 

press freedom and democra- 
tic principles, I am aD the 
more surprised to find that 
Ml Diya has been refusal 
access to a lawyer, that he is 
kept in secret in Israel and 
that it has been impossible to 
find wbar charges, if any, 
are being levelled at him." 


Netanyahu to 6 expand 5 
contacts with PNA, but 
is elusive on intentions 

Israeli premier says after talks with Christopher 
he wants to resume talks with Syria, Lebanon 


Combined agency 
despatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minis ter 
Benyamin Netanyahu, fee- 
ing criticism - from Pales- 
tinians for failing to hold 
high-level talks, pledged 
Tuesday to expand contacts 
with the Pales tinian self- 
rule government. 

However, Ml Netanyahu 
said at a joint news confer- 
ence wife visiting U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Warren 
Christopher that more rime. 
was needed to study 
whether to honour Israel’s 
commitment to withdraw 
troops from Hebron, the 
only West Bank city still 
under Israeli occupation. 

Mr. Netanyahu said his 
government also intends to 
resume peace 
negotiations wife Syria 
and Lebanon, but stressed 
feat ‘’achievement of such 
peace is contingent on 
security.” 

He said negotiations 
would have to be based on 
"no prior conditions.” 

* Noting Israel^ position, 
Mr. Christopher said the 
United Stales was strongly 
in favour of direct negotia- 
tions between Israel and 
Syria. 

D amas cus has insisted on 
U.S. mediation in fee pasL 
“Terrorism is incompati- 
ble wife the advancement 
toward peace,” Ml 
N etanyahu said. “It’s either 
terrorism or peace — but 
you cannot have both.” 


Mr. Netanyahu said be 
would “expand” discus- 
sions wife fee Palestinians, 
but did not mention a meet- 
ing wife President Yasser 
Arafat, whom he has 
blamed for failing to take 
strong enough action 
against militants. 

“We are trying to open 
channels wife fee Palestin- 
ian (National) Authority 
(PNA), and we have done 
so since fee first day after 
fee elections,” he said. 

“We are communicat- 
ing, and we will expand 
those channels.” Ml 

Netanyahu said feat Jews 
had a right to settle any- 
where in the “Biblical land 
of Israel” including the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“You know my positions 
and fee positions of my 
govemmet about fee 

unqualified right of the 
Jewish people to settle in 
all parts of the land of 
Israel. A specific decision 
on how that settlement pol- 
icy wiQ be implemented 
has not been made yet but it 
^ Be in fee fiftffi-e ” Ml 
N etanyahu told reporters. 

Mr. Christopher went to 
Israel for fee first official 
contact between fee two 
governments saying he 
would seek concrete reas- 
surances from Ml 
N etanyahu that his right- 
wing government planned 
to honour peace accords 
signed wife Palestinians 
under the previous Labour 
administration. 


But in a joint press con- 
ference following their 
meeting, Mr. Netanyahu 
repeatedly refused to make 
any specific promises 
beyond a general pledge to 
hold negotiations wife 
Palestinians and Israel’s 
Arab neighbours on condi- 
tion feat they battle anti- 
Israeli violence. 

Mr. Netanyahu notably 
declined to commit himself 
to meeting wife Mr. Arafat 
or to carrying out Israel’s 
delayed withdrawal from 
Hebron. 

“We have to advance very 
slowly and look at every- 
thing very seriously con- 
cerning Hebron," Mr. 
Netanyahu said, rebuffing 
calls for a decision on 
whether his government 
will honour provisions in 
the Oslo peace accords 
granting autonomy to most 
of fee Palestinian city. 

“The problem of security 
in Hebron is a cardinal 
problem,” he said. “I am 
still studying this marten” 

■ Asked- if Ire planned to 
xiteet wife Mr. Arafat, Mr. 
Netanyahu — who avoided 
even mentioning the Pales- 
tinian leader’s name — 
would only say: “If this is 
essential for the security of 
Israel, then I will consider 
iL" But he added feat 
lower-level contacts wife 
fee PNA were underway 
“and will expand in coming 
days” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians reject Israeli 
charges of peace violations 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
leaders defended their 
record in cornb a tti ng terror- 
ism Tuesday amid mounting 
concern Israel is deploying 
security arguments to delay 
a pull-back in the West Bank 
city of Hebron and other 
peace steps. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu high- 
lighted the security issue 
again on Tuesday in talks 
here with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, 
saying a resumption of 
peace negotiations wife the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) depended 
cm dear cooperation in the 
battle against anti-israeii 
violence. 

“It is either terrorism or 
peace, but you cannot have 
both,” Nl Netanyahu said. 

Ml Netanyahu acknowl- 
edged that the “PNA has 
shown in recent months a 
certain ability to battle ter- 
rorism. It can do this.” 

But he added feat the 
Palestinians bad “until now 
only done so partially” 

He then refused to commit 
himself to carrying out 
Israel’s promised redeploy- 
ntfnt in Hebron, which is 
already three months past 

The deadline set down in the 

Oslo accords on expanding 
Palestinian self-rule, saying 
fee matter was still under 
study. 

The Hebron redeployment 
was delayed by fee ousted 
prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, who (feed security 
concerns following a spate 
of suicide bombings by 
Islamic rafecals which 
kDled 58 people in Israel in 


February and March. 

But Palestinian officials 
reject Israeli charges that 
sudi militant violence can 
be equated wife Palestinian 
violation of the peace 
accords. 

“There were bombs before 
fee peace process and after 
fee peace process and you 
cannot say it is from a PNA 
violation of fee agree- 
ments,” said Marwan 
Barghouti, a Palestinian leg- 
islative councillor. 

“We are required to make 
die best effort to stop vio- 
lence and (President Yasser) 
Arafat and fee authority 
have done their best,” be 
said. “We and Israel have to 
face terrorism together” 

Palestinians counter Mr. 
Netanyahu’s allegations by 
pointing to Israeli violations 
of the 1995 Oslo peace 
accord on extending Pales- 
tinian autonomy in the West 
Bank. 

In addition to fee the non- 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
they point to Israel’s failure 
to release Palestinian pris- 
oners or to allow road links 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip self-rule areas. 

Israel is still -holding 27 
Palestinian women prison- 
ers whose release was a con- 
dition of the Oslo accord. 

The Jewish state is also 
continuing settlement build- 
ing in the West Bank and 
land-confiscation in the ter- 
ritories in moves Palestini- 
ans say predetermine die 
outcome of negotiations on 
a permanent peace settle- 
ment which began under fee 
previous government but 
have yet to be resumed by 
Ml Netanyahu. 


“The taking of land is fee 
biggest sign feat Israel is uot 
serious about a real peace,” 
said Hossam Khader, a leg- 
islative councillor from the 
northern West Bank. 

Israeli officials in turn say 
feat the PNA has not 
observed stipulations that it 
gain advance approval for 
construction of an airport in 
the Gaza Strip or feat Israel 
be given a list of the names 
of people licensed to carry 
guns. 

“In general they respect 
fee agreements but we have 
some problems here and 
there,” said Shlomo Dror, a 
spokesman for fee Israeli 
military administrators of 
fee territories. 

Even with fee violations, 
Ml Barghuti credited the 
outgoing Israeli government 
with “in general being 
strategically committed to 
fee peace process” he said 
“The biggest question 
now is whether the new 
government is committed,” 
he said 

A senior Palestinian offi- 
cial called on Tuesday for a 
meeting between Mr, 
Arafat and Ml Netanyahu 
to advance peace moves. 

“Israel must start by 
implementing agreements 
already signed-Tbese 

issues require a meeting at 
the highest level between 
President Arafat and the 
Israeli prime minister.” said 

Ahmed Qorea, speaker of 
fee Palestinian legislative 
council, after Mr. 

Netanyahu met U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren 
Christopher 


Assad promised to look into Jordan’s complaints 
about terrorist attempts, Kabariti tells House 


By Tareq Moraani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein handed Syr- 
ian President Hafez *A1 
Assad a foil dossier about 
attempts by Syrian-based 
terrorist organisations to 
cany out sabotage activities 
in Jordan but fee Syrian 
president denied any 
knowledge of the matter 
and promised to look into 


fee case. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti told 
lawmakers on Tuesday. 

In a briefing to members 
of fee Lower House of Par- 
liament on the outcome of 
fee Cairo Arab summit 
meeting, Mr. Kabariti said 
fear in his meeting with 
President Assad on Satur- 
day fee King recalled that 
Jordan stopped sabotage 
activities that were con- 
ducted by Jordan-based 


Muslim Brotherhood 
activists against Syria and 
noted that he expressed 
regret to the Syrian presi- 
dent then and asked Presi- 
dent Assad to follow suit. 

Describing the King’s 
talks w ife President Assad 
as fruitful and positive. Mr, 
Kabariti said that the meet- 
ing was frank and marked 
fee stan of a new era in 
relations. Such meetings 
would continue and the 


two leaders could meet in 
the near future, he said. 

Mr. Kabanti told fee 
House members feat in 
general term.*, fee Arab 
summit was a "great suc- 
cess" and marked the start 
of -renewed joint Arab 
jctkui. 

At the meeting held at die 
Hall of Picture’s, Mr. 
Kabanit said. 1 The summit 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S Air Force units prepare to leave after training 

AMMAN(J.T.) — U.S. Air 
Force personnel who took 
part in a joint Jordanian- 
American military exercis- 
es will return home before 
the end of this month after 
fee completion of fee exer- 
cises in May in Azraq area. 

Director of Jordan TV Naser 
Joudeh said Tuesday. 

He added feat all fee F-I6s 
which participated in the 
exercises will leave Jordan 
on Friday. 

Speaking at a joint press 
conference at fee Muwaffaq 
A1 Said Air Base in Azraq, 

Chief-of-SrafF of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force Major 
General Mohammad Abab- 
neh said the joint exercises 
wife American forces con- 
tributed effectively to 
upgrading fee Jordanian 



(Continued on page 7) 


American servicemen dismantle installations at an Azraq airbase after concluding 
joint training exercises with Jordanian counterparts (photo by Yousef ’Allan) 


Egypt: Netanyahu taking 
a ‘negative direction’ 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Egypt sa.1 Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu was taking a 
“negative direction” in fee 
peace process after meeting 
wife U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s state- 
ments after meeting Mr. 
Christopher in occupied 
Jerusalem “confirm fee wor- 
ries we have felt towards the 
future of the peace process," 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told journalists. 

The Israeli premier’s “talk 
of resuming negotiations 
without preconditions prams 
to an Israeli attempt to com- 
pletely break with fee princi- 
ples already agreed upon and 
pass by the principle of land 
for peace,” Ml Musa said. 

Ml Netanyahu’s state- 
ments “represent a negative 
direction,” he said, adding 
that Egyptian President 
Hosrti Mubarak would ask 
for more details on Mr. 
Netanyahu’s position when 
he meets Mr. Christopher in 
Cairo on Wednesday. 

At a jaess conference fol- 
lowing his meeting with Mr. 
Christopher, the first official 
contact wife fee U3. since 
his election as prime minis- 
ter, Mr. Netanyahu remained 
elusive on his plans for the 
peace process. 

He refused to say if Israeli 
forces would be withdrawn 
from tire West Bank town of 
Hebron or if be would meet 
wife Palestinian President 
Yasser AzafaL 

He also ttioged progress in 
fee peace process wife fight- 
ing terrorism, saying, “the 
strategic choice of all fee 
parties in region should be... 
clean it is terrorism or peace, 
you cannot have both." 

Mr. Christopher is to come 
to Cairo after his one-day 
trip to Israel to hold talks 
wife Me Mubarak. 

The meetings come in the 
wake of a landmark Arab 
summit which demanded 
that Israel stick to previous 
agreements, including a 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
and negotiate on the basis of 
land for peace. 

The summit set Israel an 


eight-week rifflrtlme in 
which to make clear its 
inientioos in fee peace 
process. President 

Mubarak’s advisor has said. 

*Tbe Arab countries are 
allowing the new Israeli gov- 
ernment an eight-week time 
delay to dearly set out its 
positions wife regard to the 
peace process," said Osama 
A1 Baz late Monday, quoted 
by fee official agency 
MENA. 

After two months "the 
Arabs will draw up a defini- 
tive evaluation of fee poli- 
cies" of the new govern- 
ment, be added, saying the 
position had been adopted by 
the 21 Arab leaders who 
gathered over fee weekend 
in Cairo. 

The two-day Cairo summit 
warned the new Israeli lead- 
ership that any failure to 
respect the commitments 
already made could lead to 
the collapse of the peace 
process, and risk triggering 
new tensions across - the 
region. 

Syria urged Israel on Tues- 
day to follow fee example of 
the Arabs and work for peace 
in Middle East 

State radio said the Cairo 
summit had provided a plat- 
form for the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process to go forward. 
“The ball is dow in fee 
Israeli court," it said. 

Syrian Info rmati on Minis- 
ter Mohamamd Salman said: 
“Tbe Cairo summit sent a 
message to fee entire world 
saying tbe Arabs are com- 
mitted to peace and are 
working to realise and 
strengthen that strategic 
choice” 

“We call on fee other side 
to woik as well to realise 
peace,’’ be said in a reference 
to Israel as be arrived in 
Cairo for a meeting of Arab 
information ministers. 

Damascus Radio argued in 
its daily commentary that fee 
Arab summit “had in no way 
closed fee door on the peace 
process as Israel is pretend- 
ing." 

“On fee contrary, it has 
created a large opening 
allowing die (peace process) 
to go forward,” said the 
radio. 


IMF says Kingdom’s 

economic reforms on track 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan was 
meeting its targets set under 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMFj agreed reforms and 
was on track to achieve a fore- 
cast 63 per cent economic 
growth in 1996. a senior IMF 
official said on Tuesday. 

“Tbe assessment has been 
most satisfactory so far, the 
board of the IMF is going to 
review the programme at the 
end of the month and I do not 
anticipate any problems,” said 
A. Shakour Shaalan. an LMF 
executive director on u 
regional visit. 

Mr. Shaalan told Reuters he 
did not foresee Jordan’s real 
growth in gross domestic 
product (GDP) falling under 
63 per cent in J 996 compared 
with 63 per cent in 1995. 

“Growth has been running 
at about 6 S per cent at an 
annual baas in real terms and 
that is high by any standards.” 

Jordan embarked this year 
with the IMF on a new three- 
year reform programme that 
will allow it get a S295 mil- 
lion extended fund facility in 
return for steps to further lib- 
eralise its economy and 
expand reforms. 

Mr. Shaalan said Jordan 
‘has been going along with 
the programme now in place 
very successfully.” 

The IMF board’s decision, 
to ascertain “if Jordan has or 
hasn’t fulfilled all fee require- 
ments,” was key to approving 
funds tied to progress in 
implementing the pro- 
gramme. 

The structural reform pro- 
gramme follows successful 


monetary stabilisation under 
IMF guidance that Jordan 
went through since an eco- 
nomic crisis in 1989 that 
wiped out its reserves. 

It includes long delayed pri- 
vatisation of state utilities and 
moves to overhaul laws, with 
developing the weak domestic 
capital market and major 
stock market reform by set- 
ting up a watchdog regulatory 
Securities Exchange Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Shaalan said Jordan 
would submit under the terms 
of the IMF reforms a 
timetable for privatisation — 
a key step to boost investor 
confidence critical of Jordan’s 
snail pace moves. 

So far the government has 
taken piecemeal steps to open 
private sector investment in 
state-dominated public ser- 
vices, including telecommuni- 
cations and energy genera- 
tion. 

Despite pledges, no 
progress has been made in the 
sale of profitable state con- 
cerns or selling of large stakes 
in key public shareholding 
firms listed in the Amman 
Financial Market. 

rMF-directed targets on 
credit expansion and foreign 
reserve levels have all so tar 
been met Mr. Shaalan said. 

Officials say Jordan met a 
S450 million first quarter tar- 
get for net foreign currency 
cash reserves that currently 
arc less than $500 million. 

Mr. Shaalan, while refusing 
to disclose the current reserve 
levels, said Jordan was on the 
way to meeting its S600 mil- 
lion IMF-agreed target for 
1996 — to cover three months 
imports. 


The Embassy of the Hellenic 
Republic in Amman informs with 
profound sorrow that 

Former Prime Minister of Greece 
Andreas Papandreou 

passed away , on Sunday 23rd June 1996. 

A register of condolences will be opened at the 
Ambassador’s Residence Tuesday 25th and 
Wednesday 26th of June 1996 
between 12:00 and 14:00 
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Turkish Kurd 
party hit by bomb 
after congress 


ANKARA (R) — A Kuidish 
activist party in Turkey said 
on Tuesday its offices in the 
western port city of Izmir 
were damaged by a small 
bomb in the wake of a party 
congress which enraged 
authorities. 

. ‘Two people, thought to be 
men. threw a small bomb at 
our headquarters,” People’s 
Democracy Party (HADEP) 
Izmir official Gungor Soyde- 
veli told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

She said one person was 
slightly injured and a small 
amount of damage was 
caused in the attack on Mon- 
day afternoon. 

The incident followed an 
attack on Monday by ' 
unknown assailants who shot 
dead three HADEP members 
as they returned by car from 
the party's annual congress 
in Ankara. 

A group of between eight 
and 10 attackers firing auto- 
matic weapons ambushed 
their car on a road near Kay- 
seri. in central Turkey, local 
gendarmerie said. One pas- 
senger was wounded. 

HADEP’s congress ended 
early on Monday with the 
detention of its leader Murat 
Bozlak and about 30 aides, 
after masked youths tore 


down a large Turkish flag at 
the meeting. 

Ankara provincial chair- 
man Kemal Oku tan said the 
party was unable to make 
contact with the detained 
officials. 

“They may be held in the 
police station for a week or 
10 days. No-one here has 
been able to speak to them, 
not even their lawyers," Mr. 
Oku tan told Reuters. . 

Turkey's political estab- 
lishment slammed HADEP 
for the rowdy congress. Par- 
ticipants replaced the Turk- 
ish flag with a banner of the 
Kurdistan Labour Party 
(PKK) rebel group and a 
poster of PKK leader Abdul- 
lah Ocalan. .Hundreds of 
people chanted pro-rebel slo- 
gans. 

The detained officials were 
being questioned on charges 
of “separatism” and “insult- 
ing the Turkish flag". 

The man believed to have 
lowered the flag and an 
accomplice have been 
detaine d, the state-run Ana- 
tolian News Agency quoted 
police as saying. 

It said police identified the 
suspect Omer Doyuran and 
his alleged accomplice Resit 
Pine from film of the con- 
gress. 


Symposium holds panel 
on Palestine question 


FIREWORKS 


Italian, fireworks 
light-. • op 
Jerusalem’s Old 
City walls Mon- 
day night as the. 
Jerusalem Sym- 
phony Orchestra 
.conducted by the 
French conduc- 
tor MichelLe 
Grand plays dar- 
ing the. firework 


which ‘ v cost 
$500,080. Some 
6000 IdJo- 
grammes of fire- 
works exploded 
over the.. walls of 
file Old City 
indliHi ng the 

OtadeUtf Jaffa 

Gate (left) 

(Reuters photo) 



Dole backs Israel whatever 
it decides on Arab states 


NEW YORK (UNIS) — 
The policies of the new, 
more hardline Israeli gov- 
ernment. if implemented, 
could have a detrimental 
effecr on the peace process. 
Nasser A1 Kidwa, observer 
for Palestine said this morn- 
ing. as .the annual North 
American Non-Govern- 
mental Organisations 
- i(NGO) symposium bn the 
.question of Palestine began 
its three day session. 

The Israeli prime minis- 
ter's new guidelines would 
make it impossible for 
peace to survive in the Mid- 
dle East. Mr. Kidwa said. 
Israel must continue return- 
ing land for peace, abiding 
by its commitments to the 
Palestinian side, and imple- 
menting agreements 

already signed in good 
faith. The Palestinian 
Authority would not accept 
any retreat Attempts to 
build settlements or to 
retreat from agreed commit- 
ments could have devastat- 
ing effects. 

Opening the session, the 
chairman of the Committee 
on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People, Ibra 
Deguene Ka (Semega) 
expressed confidence that 
the new Israeli government 
would continue to pursue 
peace and abide by agree- 
ments already reached. The 


symposium's programme 
would promote networking 
and action on important 
issues. Its workshops would 
provide a venue to develop 
programmes, guide future 
work and help Palestinian 
non-governmental organi- 
sations. 

The chairman .of the 
North American Coordinat- 
ing Committee for 'NGOs 
on the question of Palestine, 
Larry Ekin, said those 
oiganisations would be 
examining their relationship 
with the United Nations and 
discussing whether relevant 
Security Council resolu- 
. tions and United Nations 
mechanisms provided the 
most appropriate frame- 
work for their work. 

. The symposium is meet- 
ing this year on the theme, 
‘Towards a just and com- 
prehensive settlement of the 
question of Palestine.” 

Following the opening 
statement, presentations 
were made on the theme, 
“Self-determination, State 
building — opportunities 
and obstacles.” 

Addressing that question 
were the director of the 
Bisan Centre for Research 
and Development. Raraal- 
lah: a member of the Pales- 
tinian Council. Jerusalem 
District; and the chairman 
of the North American 
Coordinating Committee. 


NEW YORK (R) ' — 
Republican presidential 
aspirant Bob Dole gave 
strong backing on Monday 
to new Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin . Netanyahu 
about whatever decision he 
makes on negotiations with 
Arab countries. 

At a political reception 
saluting New York Gover- 
nor George Pataki’s birth- 
day, Mr. Dole said: “Israel 
must make its own deci- 
sions . when it comes 'to 
peace and security.” . . 

To applause among those 
in the audience including 
orthodox Jews. Mr. Dole 
added: “They must make 
their- own decisions and . 
when the new prime minis- 
ter comes to New York in 
July, I hope to be able to ; 
visit with him. ..And we 
will back him if they make 
ibe ?deqisjons about . their 
peace " and- their “security, ' 


make no mistake about it.” 

Mr. Dole had been a 
strong supporter of Israel 
before retiring from con- 
gress as senate majority 
leader. 

The election of the right- 
wing Mr. Netanyahu last 
month has threatened to 
halt in its tracks and even 
roll back the peace process 
which the administration of 
President Bill Clinton has 
been pushing for more than 
three years. • * 

Although Mr. Netanyahu 
has said he* is willing to 
negotiate with the Arabs' 
without preconditions, his 
policy statements have 
implicitly rejected the 
“land-for-peace” approach 
favoured by the United 
States. They have opposed 
returning the Golan 
Heights, to. Syria fallow- 
ing VPlDesriman state 1 . 

q r n.-» v -’ ,f ~ 1 


French arms sales rose 
in 5 95; Mideast tops list 


PARIS (R) — French amis 
exports rose last 5 year;- over 
1994, boosted by Middle East 
orders for frigates and fast 
patrol boats, 'the arms procure- 
ment office said oh Monday. , 
Military export sales last 
year rose to 33 5 billion- francs 
($6.7 billion) from 31.7 bil- 
lion ($6.34 billion) in 1994, 
with sales to the Middle East , 
and North Africa accounting 
for 73 per cent of all sales, up _ 
from 55, the Delegation Gen- 
erate pour I'Annement 
(DGA) said in a statement. . 
The bulk of 1995 sales was 
made up of Saudi Arabia^ 
confirmation of an order for 
two anti-aircraft frigates worth 
$3.6 billion under the “Sawari 
2” contract with prime con- 
tractor Thomson-CSF. Kuwait 
also ordered last patrol boots 
armed with missiles. 


The Western European arid 
North American ' market, in ‘ 
second place, accounted for 
14.8 per cent of sales, down 
from 16. Sales in Asia and the 
Pacific dived to seven per cent 
from 25. while South America 
took 2.7 per cent compared to 
1.3. ’Sub-Saharan Africa took 
0.9 per cent of sales, down 
from ' two. Naval ' sales 
accounted for 69.3 per cent of 
.the total double the 32.5 in" 
1994. while ‘aerospace deals 
fell to 20 per cent from 44.. 
Land equipment also halved 
to 10.6- per cent from 235. 
French companies delivered 
• lb billiori francs ($3.8 billion) 
worth of defence equipment 
in 1995, up from 16.8 billion 
($3.4 billion). Firms are paid a 
deposit on sale orders and 
receive the balance on deliv- 
ery. . ’ 


New programme aims at 
environment protection 


GENEVA (Special) — The . 
DELTA programme — aimed 
at Developing Environmental 
Leadership Towards Action 
— is a major initiative being 
launched in the Middle East 
and Mediterranean Basin 
under the leadership of the 
International Academy of the 
Environment and Sustainable 
Business Associates to active 1 ‘ 
ly engage business and indus- 
try- in improving their eco- 
nomic and environmental per- 
formance. 

Through' workshops 
planned throughout 1996- . 
1998 in the Near East, North 
Africa, the Gulf! states, and 
' southern Europe. DELTA will 
mobilise a broad range of 
actions on the part of lpcal 
business and industry and 
stimulate collaboration across 
countries in tacklin g the 
region's environmental dial- , 
lenges. 

The programme will kick 
'off ' m '.'AramaalJdfh the* 
DELTA Near East workshop, 
which will take place 13-16 
SepL 1996- under the patron- 
age of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. This workshop will 
bring together a core of 75 
chief executive officers and 


managing directors of leading 
industries and public enter- 
prises in Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and the West 
Bank/Gaza, who are interest-, 
ed in learning how environ- 
mental leadership can 
enhance competitiveness, 
open new market oppomini- 
■ ties, and avoid emerging busi- 
ness risks. . 

The DELTA near East 
workshop will give partici- 
pants: 

— A broad perspective on 
the latest international and. 
regional developments that 
are making environmental 
leadership a new factor for 
competitiveness. 

— an understanding of how 
the prindples of ‘eco-efficien- 
cy* can enhance business per- 
formance 

— information about the 

criteria for identifying sustain- 
able’ Investment projects that- 
engage thd private sector as 
partpefi- iroestorSIdniJ; man- 
agers . ' 

— an opportunity to meet 
with key institutions repre- 
senting sources of cleaner 
technology. know-how. 
finance, and capacity-build- 
ing. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan extends operation on Golan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan on Tuesday decided to extend 
its U.N. peacekeeping mission on the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heishis by six months to the end of F-hruary 
nexTyear, government officials said Jap™ deetded last 
August to take pan in the Damascus-based U.N. Diseo- 
gagemeM Observer Force (UNDOF) on the Gotea 
Heiehts, after a year-long debate over the move About 
50 peacekeepers from the Japanese self-Jefenceforps 
in February’ replaced a Canadian unit carrying out trans- 
mrt dutieVin the 1 , 000 -strong U.N. force deployed^ 
ffie Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Japan s consniutidh 
bans the use of military forces to settle international de- 
putes. But new laws passed in 1992 allow Tokyo to send 
soldiers on peacekeeping missions m disputed areas** 
condition that ceasefires are in place. 


Oufkir family members flee Morocco 


PARIS (AFP) — Three members of the family of the late 
Moroccan Defence Minister General Mohammad Oufkir 
fled Morocco last week, informed sources said Tuesday 
Oufkir. regarded as King Hassan IT s nght-hand man, 
died in 1972 in mysterious circumstances following* 
failed coup against the monarch. The three, ont of 
Oufkir's daughters Maria. 34, a cousin Achoura Cbenna, 
and a three-year-old adopted boy. Mikael, letr Morocco 
by sea and are currently in Spain on their way to Pans, 
the sources said. According to Maria Oufkir. the three . 
had been “banned from leaving the country.'' Oufkir was I 
officially stated to have committed suicide in the wake of 
the coup and was accused ot treason. His widow and 
their six children were held without charge or Inal for 
nearly 19 years in what Amnesty International said were, 
“very harsh conditions’’ before being freed under 
international pressure in 1991. But they were neva 
given permission to leave the country. 


2 airlines suspend flights to' Bahrain 


MANAMA (AFP) — Royal Brunei and the German Air- 
line Lufthansa are suspending passenger flights to 
Bahrain later this year, company officials said Tuesday. 
’Lufthansa will stop services indefinitely to Bahrain from 
Oct! 27 after its decision to sell two Airbus aircraft as 
part of its economic restructuring. Lufthansa manager 
for Bahrain and Qatar Tobias Ernst said. The airline has 
also-decided to reduce the number of flights operating to 
Abu Dhabi> the capital of the United Arab Emirates, and. 
Karachi, Pakistan, due to -the shortage of aircraft, he 
added. An employee at Royal Brunei's office in Dubai 
said his Company would temporarily suspend its opera- 
tions from Sept.’ 10 for “technical reasons.” but did not 
say when they would resume. Lufthansa cargo _ opera- 
tions to Bahrain will be maintained. Mr. Ernst said. 


Confiscated boat sold in auction 


HANOI (AFP) — A Turkish boat confiscated by Viet- 
namese authorities over a breach of contract between the 
owners and crew has been sold at auction for nearly $ I 
-million, it was reported Tuesday. The Asena- 1, owned by 
the Turkish company Koray Stopping Jncorporatioru^ 
ordered sold by the economic tribunal of Quang Nam- 
Danang province.' m central Vietnam! c !he newspaper 
Thanh Nien reported. It was confiscated in March, seven 
months after it was refused permission to unload its 
cargo of cement because of the vessel’s poor condition. 
The owners then refused to pay the crew’s wages. The 
buyer was a Ho Chi Minh City Mekong River Transport 
Company, the paper said. 


Bofors accused of illegally selling weapons to Bahrain 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Swedish munitions manufac- 
turer Bbfors broke Swedish 
law and- sold weapons compo- 
nents to Bahrain, a weapons 
export researcher for the 
Swedish peace organisation 
•(Svenska Beds) alleged on 
Monday. 

In an article in the Swedish 
daily. Dagens Nyheter on 
Monday, researcher Henrik 
Westander .alleged that “the 
Strategic Products Inspection 
(ISP) foiled to classify a num- 
ber of components that 
•Bofore delivered do Bahrain 
without pennission.’’Swedish 
law forbids the sales of 
weapons to the Middle East 


which is considered here to be 
a region of conflict 

Bofors neither confirmed 
nor denied the report on Mon- 
day. 

At the request of Swedish 
customs, the ISP is' now to 
bold an extraordinary meeting 
in July in order to determine if 
the components for 57-ram 
light flares arid light-flare 
launchers are considered to be 
munitions or civil material. 

Flares are used to light up an 
area for night warfare. Bofors 
had initially delivered the 
launchers to Bahrain in 1983 
after the Swedish munitions 
inspection had classified them 
as civil material: 


In early May, Svenska Beds 
accused .Bofors of illegally 
sending reserve pans to Dubai 
for die Robot 70 rocket 
launcher which was smuggled 
there in 1979 and 1980.. 

After an investigation by the 
Swedish customs authorities. 
Bofcas was acquitted of those 
charges as the ISP found the 
components to be civil mater- 
ial. 

But during the investigation, 
•it was discovered that Bofors 
had sent a number of compo- 
nents for its Lyran light flare 
launcher to Bahrain, Mr. Wes- 
tander wrote in Dagens 
Nyheter. In June, the ISP clas- 
sified light flare launchers as 


munitions, thereby rendering 
their sale to the Middle East 
illegal by Swedish law. Thar 
classification Ls retroactriv 
from January 1993. 

According to Svenska 
Freds, Bofors’ delivery to 
Bahrain took place after 1993. 
Bofors information director 
Anders Florenius told AFP 
thai “the order was completed 
in 1992, in accordance with 
the Swedish law at that time.’’ 

However, “there were son® 
articles that we could not pro- 
vide at that time, and they 
were delivered in July 1993. It 
was a routine delivery, very 
close to the production,” Me 
Florenius said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

13:00 Iris 

15:30 The FFintstones 

15:45 Bill Nye the Science Guv 

16:20 Kelly 

17:00 News Rash 

17:02 Children's Programme 
— Les Polluards 

17:30 Serie — Simenon 

18:00 European Championship 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine: Sports EtMuskjue 







21:10. 


22:00 

lish 

News in Eng- 


22:25 

..The Bold and Beauti- 

ful 

23*10.. 


PRAYER TIMES 

03:52 

Fair 

05:27 

(Sunrise) 

Duha 


12:38 


16:18 . 

*Asr 

19:49 , 


21:25 

“Isha 


De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 

Amman International. 

Church Tel. 652526 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazaiene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


25/42 

Deserts .'.20/39 

Jordan Valley 

24/41 ' * 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 36. Aqaba 40’ Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 21 per 
cent. Aqaba 22 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Hanna Mansour ..798863 

Dr- AfifSbnkn ; ..S98S63 

Dr. Nidal AJ Dahleh ..827195 


Dr. Sa’id Tawfiq 78828? 

nacy 


CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


WEATHER 

B ulletin suppl ied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 

A heat wave is expected to 
affect the Kingdom for three 
days, so relative hot weather 
conditions will prevail with 
temperatures above average 
and winds easterly modkate. 
In Aqaba, it will be hot and 
dusty, winds northerly moder- 
ate to active, and seas calm. 
MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 21/37 

Aqaba ' 


Flras pharmacy ..661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...778336 
A1 , Aseraa, pharmacy 
..637055 ' 

AI Salam pharmacy ..636730 
Yacoub pharmacy 64494$ 
Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Naironkh pharmacy 

..623672 

N^jib pharmacy S47632 

1RBDD: . 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh ..250080 

AI Quds pharmacy (— ) 

•ZARQA: 

Dr. Hflal AI Sayyid ....986702 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centra .637 1 1 ] 

Civil Defence' Department 

661111 


Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil .-Defence Emergency 
199, •' . 

Rescue Police 192. 621 111. 

. 637777 

Fire Brigade 

617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 

843402- 

Traffic Police .....896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel' Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 

J 661176 ' \ 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 

$97467 

'Amman Municipality Com- 
. plaints 

7S71 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 1 

• Overseas Calls .010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 
Re parts 

.: 623101 . . ... 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 . \ 

Jordan .Television 7731 1 1 . 

.Radio Jordan .' 7741 1.1 

• Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 • . ‘ . 

Electric Power ' Company 
636381- 

RJ Flight Information 08- 


53200 ‘ 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 
AMMAN: - 

Hussein Medical Centre 
' 813813/32. •- . 

Kholidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal , Amman Maternity 
642362 

. Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, . Shmeisani 
607071. . 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 ' 

The Islamic, AJbdaK 666126/37 
A1-AM1. Abdali ......664164/6- 

. Italian, AJ-Muh^jreen 

777101/3 *" ■ 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, . Marka 

891611/15’ 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

. AmaJ Hospital 

— — 67^4155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
arid Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09)983323 ■ ' 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

(09)986732 


AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBtD: 

Princess Basina 
102)275555 
Greek Catholic 
102)272275 
Ibn AI Nafees ' 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya 

(03) 314111 


Hospital 

Hospital 

Hospital 


Hospital 


19:00 ...Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:10 .....Fran fun, Vienna (RJ) 

19:15 London, Berlin 

(RJ) 

19:55 .Madrid, Paris (RJ) 

20:40 Rome 

(RJ) • 

OUOfr .....Beirut (RJ) 

01:10 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


.Sanaa 


(RJ) 


ARRIVALS 
Royal . Jordanian 
Flights 

®8:00 Damascus 

(RJ) 

09:30 -.: Jeddah (RJ 1 ) 

09:55 ...:. Lamaca (Rjj 

10:40 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
10:50 ........Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17 JO ..Toronto, Montreal I RJ > 


Other Flights 

12:00 

(RJ) 

12; 1» ;. Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:40 Abu Dhabi 

(GF) 

14:30 .Tunis (TU) 

■- 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

20:40 London. Beirut (BA) 

21:10 .-...Beirut (ME) 

^p 135 Lamaca (CY). 

“ 3:3 ° Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 


(RJ) 


. DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian 
Flights 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 


ESS 

-Berlin. ■ London 

(RJ) 


12:10 

.Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

EFMil 

Rome 

(RJ) 


12:45 


20:20 


21:10 

...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

21:10 


21:15 


21:20 

New Delhi (RJ) 

21:30 Calcutta, Bongkok (RJ) 

22:15 

Dubai, Muscat 

(RJ) 


23:45 

Sanaa 

(RJ) 


01:30 

Sanaa 

(RJ) 


Other Flights 

04:00 


08:45 


09:15 


13:00 


13:45 


14:15 

Abu Dhabi. Karachi 

(PK> 


14:15 

Cairo 

(MS) 


14:30 


15:30 


17:20 


20:00 


23:30 


00:20 


04:00 

Athens (OA) 

07:45 

....Beirut. London (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (QAIA) (RW) 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Tuesday visited 
the Ministry of Interior and 
listened to a briefing by 
Munster Awad Khleifat on 
xecogamsation plans. 

. Dr. Khleifat also outlined 
the ministry's direct rela- 
tions with the Public Secu- 
rity Department (PSD) and 
the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) whose work is 
dcetfly related to the min- 
istry. 

t Mr. Kabariti called 
on PSD Director General 
Nasouh Muheiddin and 
together they inspected a 
collection of artifacts 
seized by the police in illic- 
it Sales and smuggling 
operations. 

The Prime Minister also 
visited the anti-narcotics 
division where he was 
briefed on drug trafficking 
cases and inspected some 
of the drugs seized from 
smugglers. 





Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Public Security Department (PSD) Direc- 
tor General Nasouh Muheiddin Tuesday inspect artifacts confiscated in illicit sales 
and smuggling operations (Petra photo) 


esty Imeni.ui," K 
’rfore being X*' 

? country. Fi 


Jordan, Israel to put transport 
agreement into action today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In 
implementation of a Jar- 
danian-Isradi transport 
agreement signed in Janu- 
ary trucks from both coun- 
tries today will start trans- 
porting goods across the 
Jordan River via the Sheikh 
Hussein border crossing 
point in the north and 
through the southern cross- 
ing near Aqaba, according 
to an announcement Tues- 
day by Minister of Trans- 
port Nasser Lawzi. 

In a statement to (be Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
the minister said that the 
two sides Monday conduct- 
ed an experiment on the 
transportation process and 
finalised arrangements for 
the start of overland trans- 
port with the participation 
of all concerned customs, 
police and transport depart- 
ments as well as representa- 


tives of the private trans- 
port sector. 

Transporting goods by 
trucks into either side 
assumes a considerable 
importance because it 
marks the effective start of 
goods exchanges between 
Jordan and Israrel, Mr. 
Lawzi said. 

He said goods such as 
cement, fuel and agricultur- 
al products, especially 
those imported or exported 
through Israel’s Haifa sea- 
port, would be allowed to 
be transported on either 
Israeli and Jordanian 
trucks, but Jordanian goods 
hiding for Israel only will 
have to be unloaded at the 
border area and then re- 
loaded omo Israeli trucks to 
complete the trip inside 
Israel 

According to the minsiter, 
no limit has been set so far 



Nasser Lawzi 

on the volume of goods to 
be exchanged by trucks. 

He added that the two 
sides will soon hold a meet- 
ing to discuss this question. 

Mr. Lawzi said imports to 
Jordan transported in con- 
tainers will continue to be 


transported through the 
Aqaba port only and not 
through Haifa. 

As part of the transport 
agreement. Jordan and 
Israel on June 9 launched 
direct bus services with six 
lines from Jordan including 
Amman -Tel Aviv, Amman- 
Nazareth, Amman -Haifa, 
Irbid-Haifa, Ibrid-Nazareth 
and Aqaba -Eilat. The ser- 
vice is provided by a pri- 
vate Jordanian transport 
comp:uiy. 

Also private vehicles 
sinned crossing die border, 
and Arkia, operated by El 
Al. the Israeli national air- 
line, and Royal Wings 
owned by Royal Jordanian 
have already started flights 
between Amman and Tel 
Aviv. 


Woman commits 
ughts to Bahrai suicide; children say 
father was abusive 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special, to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 35-year-old 
woman from the Jofeh area 
in South Shouneb commit- 
ted strickle Monday, fol- 
lowing an argument with 
her husband, according to 
official sources. 

Amneh Ibrahim, died in 
« her house after she poured 
^ kerosene on her clothes and 
set herself on fire, the 
source said. 

The victim's children 
were the first to find their 
mother's body which was, 
accentin g to die source,, 
j ^l^.ta^.^gnitio^ , t 
siblings told’ 
f^^tlxmtiQS tftit their sasr. 
ter might have committed 
suicide because she was 
ctHpplammg all the time 
that her husband was abus- 
ing her, the source said. 

“Amneh was constantly 
being beaten, by her hus- 
band, mid be used to insult 
her ail the time,” the source 
said quoting family mem- 
bers. 

According to the source, 
the victim’s teenage chil- 
dren testified that their 
™ mother was often bullied 
and beaten by their father 


and that she was suffering 
from mental problems 
because of the abuse. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times Tuesday 
evening confirmed that a 
woman had committed sui- 
cide, but they declined 
comment and said they 
were investigating the inci- 
dent 

Meanwhile, Amman 
police Tuesday were 
searching for two people 
who on Monday attacked a 
pedestrian in the Manja 
area, beat him up and 
escaped with JD 27, 
according to Public Securi- 
ty . Department (PSD) 
reports. < • 

The victim^ identified as 
Jad Ali, 26, told the author- 
ities that he was wanting on 
the main road when a car 
palled up beside him and 
two men descended from 
ihe car, attacked him, then 
took his wallet from his 
packet and fled the scene, 
the report said. 

Police said they have pos- 
sible identities of the sus- 
pects from the victim's 
description of his assailants 
and were still searching for 
them. 
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Paper industry group 
plans regional office 

AMMAN (Petra) —The 
Baghdad-based Arab Fed- 
eration of Paper Industries 
(AFPI) plans to establish a 
regional office in Amman 
in order to offer services to 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
P alestine, in accordance 
with an agreement signed 
here Tuesday. 

AFPI Secretary General 
JalU Abbas signed the 
accord with Minister of 
Stale for Foreign- Affairs 
Khaled Madadha. 

After the signing ceremo- 
ny Ml Abbas said the 
regional office will provide 
consultancy and guidance 
services to the paper, print- 
ing -and packaging indus- 
tries in the four Arab states. 

The regional office, the 
second after the regional 
office in Tunis, will also 
help these four countries 
market their products in the 
Arab World and facilitate 


trading with other countries 
and provide data and tech- 
nical assistance as well as 
economic and market sta- 
tistics to these industries, 
said Ml Abbas. 

Furthermore, the regional 
office in Amman will pro- 
vide assistance to the paper 
industries to conduct 
research and feasibility 
studies aimed at helping 
them apply internationally 
recognised specifications 
and standards and improve 
the quality of products and 
help towards achieving 
integration in paper indus- 
tries within the Arab World, 
he added. 

Ml Abbas noted that the 
AFPI, which was created 
by the Council of Aid? 

‘“Economic Unity in 1977, 
groups 53 members of 

c omp anies specialising in 
the paper industry. 
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Task force nears completion of 
archaeological protection plans 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
national task force entrust- 
ed with providing protec- 
tion to die archaeological 
site of Petra has nearly 
completed its workplan 
which was funded by the 
United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme (UNEP) 
at a cost of $39,000, 
according to Minister of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzak 
Tnbeishat 

Speaking during a visit 
to the ministry by Chief . 
Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid, the minister said 
that the task force is 
preparing a plan far the 
restoration',' . .. of _"jhe 
Nabataean site ana its riir- 
roundmg environment and 
the effect on tourism on 
the ancient city in coopera- 
tion with file Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities. 

The question of protect- 
ing the environment 
should assume priority at 
the Ministry of Municipal 


and Rural Affairs which 
should be or ganisin g pub- 
lic awareness campaigns 
in this respect, said Prince 
Raad, who chairs the Petra 
National Trust, a non-prof- 
it organisation concerned 
with the preservation of 
this national heritage site. 

The question of protect- 
ing the environment is 
highly important because 
it is directly connected 
with people’s safety, and 
preventing pollution is 
equally important in ensur- 
ing a successful tourism 
industry in Jordan, added 
Prince Raad. 

Earlier Dl Tubeishat 
chaired a meeting in Irbid 
to discuss the greater Irbid 
city project and told an 
audience that the plan aims 
at achieving qualitative 
advances in the socio-eco- 
nomic condition of the cit- 
izens there. 

Plans for this project 
seek to enable the munici- 
pality to expand and 
improve services, collect 


sufficient revenues to 
cover the cost of its pro- 
jects and prevent any 
infringments on state- 
owned land. 

Farmer Minister of Agri- 
culture Mohammad 
Alawneh demanded that 
before the implementation 
of the Greater Irbid pro- 
ject, the concerned author- 
ities determine the various 
uses of lands so that the 
project would not adverse- 
ly affect the agricultural 
areas through urban con- 
struction. 

Irbid Deputy and former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 
told tile meeting that Jxbid 
currently suffers from ran- 
dom and ill-planned con- 
struction projects while the 
municipality is incapable 
of meeting its commit- 
ments. 


Minister pledges continued 
support to Palestinian education 

Arab educationists begin network 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Higher Education 
Abdullah Imsonr Tuesday 
voiced Jordan's determi- 
nation to continue its sup- 
port for tiie Palestinian 
people on the political, 
economic and educational 
levels and to help them 
achieve freedom and 
independence. 

Jn an address at the 
opening session of a two- 
day meeting dedicated to 
discussing the establish- 
ment of an Arab network 
for open education and 
distance education (corre- 
spondence education). Dr. 
Ensour said the Palestin- 
ian people require contin- 
ued aid and support from 
all parties and countries 
noting that Jordan hosts a 
great number of national 
Palestinian institutions 
including a liaison office 
for the Al Quds Open 
University which pro- 
vides education to Pales- 
tinians. 

Welcoming the dele- 
gates representing 12 Arab 
countries and regional 
and international organi- 
sations, the minister said 
he hoped that the meeting 
will conclude with final 
arrangements for die 
establishment of the Arab 
network. 

The meeting is co- 
chaired by Palestinian 
Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Hasan Ashrawi 
who stressed that distance 
education is expected to 
play a key role in promot- 
ing social and economic 
conditions in the Arab 
World, adding that dis- 
tance education offers the 



Abdullah Ensour 

opportunity to all people 
to acquire higher educa- 
tion without limitations 
or discrimination. 

Voicing appreciation to 
Jordan for hosting the 
meeting Dr. Ashrawi said 
that Al Quds Open Uni- 
versity first started in Jor- 
dan because of the very 
strong brotherly relations 
between the Palestinian 


and Jordanian people. 

Al Quds Open Universi- 
ty President Sufi an Kamal 
told the meeting that the 
open education systems 
which started five 

decades ago were deemed 
necessary to provide 
higher education to 

greater numbers of “edu- 
cation-hungry people^ in 
a world that is continuing 
to witness high rates of 
population growth. He 
added that distance edu- 
cation would be the most 
convenient system for 
various countries to satis- 


fy that need in the coming 
century. 

The meeting has been 
organised by Al Quds 
Open University in coop- 
eration with the regional 
office of the United 
Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

The delegates are 
expected to endorse an 
education network system 
for ~ open and distance 
education and will elect 
an executive committee 
for the network, a secre- 
tary general and assistants 
and will also decide on 
the venue of the net- 
work’s headquarters. 

In an interview follow- 
ing the opening session 
Dr. Ashrawi said that 
Israel has been trying to 
impose a de facto solution 
by retaining occupied 
lands in Palestine while 
claiming that it seeks 
peace with the Arabs. 

She urged the Arab 
countries to act on all 
fronts and in concert to 
■abort Israel’s designs to 
destroy the peace process. 

Asked about die out- 
come of tire Cairo Arab 
summit, she said that it 
was very positive and 
supportive of the Palestin- 
ian stand since it reaffirms 
the basic principles of 
exchanging land for peace 
and demands that Israel 
honour its commitments 
to the peace process. 


Intelligence department 
officers testify to attack 
on security facility 


By Rana Husseinj 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five prose- 
cution witnesses Tuesday 
testified at the State Secu- 
rity Court in tire case of 
six men accused of 
attacking the office of the 
Central Intelligence 
Department (CID) at 
Baqaa refugee camp in 
December 1994. 

Mve of the defendants 
are charged with assault 
on a government office 
with the intent to hinder 
the CID from exercising 
Its constitutional duties, 
as well as with distribut- 
ing pamphlets slandering 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Sergeant Mohammad 
Ali Awad, 31, of the 
Baqaa CID, told the court 
that on the night of the 
incident he was sitting in 
a caravan (mobile office) 
with his fellow officers 
when a rock was thrown 
into the caravan. The 
mobile office was being 
used while a permanent 
building was being con- 
structed to house the CID 
office in that area. 

“I went to check the 
matter and as soon as I 
reached the door I heard 
gunshots and I was hit in 
the thigh by a bullet and 
fell backwards,” Sgt 
Awad said. 

He added that as he lay 
wounded he saw bullets 
soaring over his head. 

Sgt. Hussein Abdul 


Fatah said he was also in 
the caravan when the 
shooting occurred. He 
said he grabbed a 
machine gun, went out- 
side and tired 20 rounds 
in the direction the gun- 
shots were coming from. 

“After I fired from my 
machine gun. the shoot- 
ing stopped, then I heard 
one shot fired, which I 
assumed was a sign 
between the attackers to 
withdraw,’* he said. 

The witnesses said the 
assault lasted almost five 
minutes and that after 
searching the area, CID 
officers retrieved 20 spent 
shells from a school yard 
next to the CID building 
under construction. 

When questioned by the 
court tribunal, none of the 
five witnesses said they 
got a look at the perpetra- 
tors. 

The prosecution had 
charged that the defen- 
dants went to Baqaa 
camp on the night of Dec. 
26, 1994 and showered 
the CID caravan with bul- 
lets from a machine 
injuring one CJDD of 
before fleeing the scene. 

It also charged [hat the 
defendants conducted the 
attack to avenge the 
arrest, three days before 
the incident, of the sixth 
suspect, Ibrahim Moham- 
mad Zein Al Abedin, who 
the prosecution claimed 
is the group leader. 

The state prosecutor 
charged that the defen- 


dants attacked the CID 
facility to avenge ihe 
State Security Court’s 
sentencing to death on 
Dec. 24. 1994 of 11 
Islamists and seven oth- 
ers to different prison 
terms. 

Presiding Judge Yousef 
Faouri postponed the case 
for today (Wednesday! in 
order to continue hearing 
the prosecution witness- 
es 

Meanwhile, the State 
Security Court set July 10 
to start hearing the case of 
Mohammad' Saiameh 
Dweik, an attorney 
accused of slandering the 
King and the government. 

Mr. Dweik, 42, was 
arrested on June 13, after 
his neighbours com- 
plained to the authorities 
that he made remarks that 
were slanderous to the 
King and the government. 
He has denied making 
any such remarks. 

He was released on bail 
last week, and appeared 
Tuesday at the State 
Security Court to defend 
two men charged in con- 
nection with the attack on 
the Cl D facility in Baqaa. 

“I refuse to comment on 
my case until the trial is 
over," Mr. Dweik told the 
Jordan Times. 
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Zyuganov confident of second 
round victory in Russian polls 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, June 26, 1996 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian Communist chief Gennady 
Zyuganov said Tuesday he was confident of winning the 
presidential run-off election on July 3 with thousands of 
party activists campaigning in the provinces. 

“We are confident of victory and will do all we can to 
avoid losing,” said Mr. Zyuganov, who won 32 per cent of 
the vote in the first round on June 16 — three per cent less 
than President Boris Yeltsin. 

Asked why his campaign was relatively low-key com- 
pared with Mr. Yeltsin's extensive use of the media and 
advertising, Mr. Zyuganov replied: "The people are tired of 
(the advertising) and" posters of Yeltsin.” 
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Communist leader and presidential candidate Gennady 
Zyuganov takes part in a volleyball game in Moscow 
Tuesday (Reuter photo) 


Yeltsin orders Chechen pullout 

o. !’3 • ri- ■ * V ... ... fi 

as July 3 elections draw hear 


MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin 
signed a decree Tuesday ordering Russian 
troops to start pulling out of Chechenya. a 
pre-election move that his commander in 
the breakaway region has already begun 
preparing. 

"Carry out the withdrawal of forces and 
equipment in line with the stabilisation in 
regions and settlements of the Chechen 
Republic." Interfax News Agency quoted 
the decree as saying. 

Lieutenant-General Vyacheslav Tikhomi- 
rov. who leads federal Russian forces in 
Chechenya, said Monday that the 245th 
Mechanised Infantry Regiment, one of the 
main army units in Chechenya, would 
begin to withdraw Friday. 

It was not clear how many men it would 
involve. 

The withdrawal, which comes almost 
three months after Mr. Yeltsin launched a 
drive to end the unpopular war, may help 
Mr. Yeltsin in the second round of Russia's 
presidential election on July 3. when be 
faces Communist Gennady Zyuganov. 

The decree said the pullback should be 
completed by Sept. 1 . But some units will 
remain in Chechenya. and Mr. Yeltsin said 
steps should be taken to reinforce them. 

Russia sent troops into Chechenya in 
December 1994 to crush the region's bid for 
independence and restore Kremlin rule. 
Since then, more than 30.000 people have 
been killed. 

Russian negotiators. led by Nationalities 
Minister Vyacheslav Mikhailov, were due 
to fly to Chechenya's capital Grozny 
Wednesday to resume negotiations with 
separatist representatives. 

Each side accuses the other of violating 
peace accords reached in Moscow on May 
27 and in the southern city of Nazran on 
June 10. 

The Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) voiced con- 
cern about slow implementation of the 


Poll shows support for Hashimoto slipping 


TOKYO (R) — Support for the government 
of Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto has 
waned slightly over the past two months, 
with just over 40 per cent of voters backing 
his cabinet, according to a pod published 
Tuesday. 

The survey by the Nihon Keizai Shimbun. 
Japan's leading financial daily, found that 
support among the electorate for Mr. 
Hashimoto's cabinet had dropped by 6.8 
points since April, when the last poll was 
conducted, to 41.5 percent. 

The number of people who said they did 
not support the Mr. Hashimoto government 
increased to 35 per cent from 28.5 per cent, 
the newspaper said. The rest of the respon- 
dents were undecided. 

Those unimpressed by Mr. Hashimoto’s 
government cited "bad policies.” the news- 
paper said, without going into any details 
on the voters' discontent. 

Although Japan’s economy is showing 
signs of recovery, Mr. Hashimoto has strug- 
gled to secure "passage of legislation to 


“We have a different tactic. We are studying the situation 
in each region to see where we have extra reserves (of 
votes). In regions where we had strong support, but where 
tumour is low. we are campaigning door-to-door, and thou- 
sands of people are working at grassroots level,” he said. 

Igor Bunin, a leading political analyst, predicted last week 
that the outcome would largely depend on the turnout 
which is expected to be lower than the first round figure of 
nearly 70 per cent. 

Mr. Yeltsin will win if the turnout is around 64 per cent, 
but if it falls below 58 per cent the victory will go to Mr. 
Zyuganov as his voters are more disciplined, Mr. Bunin 
said. 

The latest opinion poll ahead of the second round, by the 
respected VTSIOM institute, gave Mr. Yeltsin 53 per cent 
and Mr. Zyuganov 34 per cent, with a margin of eiror of 3.8 
per cent, NTV television said. 

Mr. Zyuganov Tuesday reiterated his call for a coalition 
government to be formed after the second round and insist- 
ed that the “idea of a coalition government is not dictated 
by expediency.” 

On Monday he unveiled plans for a broad coalition gov- 
ernment, one-third of which would be members of his 
forces, one-third current government members and one- 
third deputies from other parties represented in parliament. 

Twelve ministers and 27 deputy ministers in the current 
Yeltsin government had already been contacted to discuss 
the idea, he said. 

Mr. Zyuganov also proposed the creation of a Council of 
National Accord, which would include public figures from 
across the political spectrum. 

Yeltsin’s spokesman Sergei Medvedev said such a new 
body would be unconstitutional. 

“The creation of another unelected bureaucratic body 
with vague functions, which is the case with this council, is 
not envisaged in the Russian constitution,” Mr. Medvedev 
told Interfax News Agency. 

Mr. Medvedev said “peace and concord can be attained in 
society without resorting to such steps.” 

However, he added that “one can only welcome” the fact 
that the Communists had recognised the need for broad 
political agreement. 

‘The Communist Party leadership recognised the need for 
civic peace and concord only after their defeat in the first 
round of the presidential elections, and after political lead- 
ers whom the Communists had tried to lure had refused to 
form a coalition with them," Mr. Medvedev said. 

Mr. Yeltsin acted quickly to build on his first-round lead, 
bringing third-placed retired General Alexander Lebed into 
his inner circle. 

Gen. Lebed, a law-and-order nationalist who scored 14.5 
per cent, is now Mr. Yeltsin’s national security advisor and 
secretary of the powerful Russian Security Council. 

A large number of those who voted for liberal economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky, who was fourth with seven per cent, are 
also expected to vote for Mr. Yeltsin in the second round. 
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“The process of implementing j-yp lryyp With 
the. ..accords has slowed down significantly v ^ ^ 1 111 

in recent days. There are cases of the cease- Dnccionc 

fire agreement being violated.” said an JvUSSlallS 

OSCE statement faxed to Reuters. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has called the Chechen MOSCOW (R) — The 

war the biggest disappointment of his pres- United States has tightened 

idency, held talks Monday with his new up the rules of romantic 

security supremo Alexander Lebed and engagement between its 

agreed to incorporate some of the reserve diplomats in Moscow and 

general's ideas into his own programme. Russians, telling them they 
Gen. Lebed, who came third in die June baye to report the start of a 
16 first round of the presidential election liaison immediately, 
before joining Mr. Yeltsin's administration, A spokesman for theU.S. 
has called for Russian troops to withdraw to embassy m Moscow Tues- 
the borders of Chechenya and for a referen- confirmed a London 

dum to be held on its staius. newspaper report that the 

He also believes the map should be embassy had been issued 

redrawn to restore Chechenya to its pre- with fresh instructions con- 

1956 borders, before Soviet leader Nikita ceming inornate relation- 

Khrushchev added two mostly Russian- ships between its staff and 

speaking regions to the now defunct semi- Russians. _ 

autonomous Chechen-Ingush Republic. , 15 a rei ? 1 P' 

It is unclear just how much of Gen. der, and clarification, of the 

Lebed's radical plan will be adopted bv Mr. need to report such rela- 

Yeltsin. who has categorically ruled out tionships, the spokesman 

granting Chechenya independence. De_ 
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incident. 


enact an unpopular plan to use taxpayers’ 
money to wind up mortgage firms saddled 
with economic bubble-era loans gone bad. 

The poll also showed that only 32.6 per 
cent of respondents wen? happy with the 
efforts of the ruling three-party coalition, 
made up of Mr. Hashimoto's conservative 
Liberal Democratic Party, the Social De- 
mocrats and the small Sakigake Party, an 
LDP splinter group. Of those surveyed, 
62.3 per cent were dissatisfied. 

However, there was some consolation for 
Mr. Hashimoto in that the main opposition 
party. Shinshimo. is trailing way behind in 
the popularity stakes. 

Only 20.1 per cent expressed support for 
Shinshimo. a broad party formed in 
December 1994 out of the merger of sever- 
al parties, with 69.3 per cent saying they did 
not appreciate Shinshinto’s method of 
opposition in parliament. 

The survey covered 3,000 people nation- 
wide over the weekend, of whom 57.1 per 
cent responded. 
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Communist leader and presidential candidate Gennady Zyuganov answers reporters 
questions after a volleyball game in Moscow Tuesday. Mr. Zyuganov, trartmg 
President Boris Yeltsin in opinion polls ahead of the July 3 election ranon, called on 
Monday for a national peace pact and a coali tion government (Reuter photo) 

Yeltsin fires 7 top generals 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian President Gen. Karchenko told Interfax Tuesday 
Boris Yeltsin fired seven top-ranking gener- that the sacking “was totally unexpected, 
als Tuesday as he pushed nHftari with a adding: “I personally did not expect such a 
puige of officers loyal to former Defence development.” 

Minister Pavel Grachev ahead of the July 3 Gen. Grachev and Gen. Lebed were inec- 
presidential runoff. onciliable enemies. Gen. Lebed, who now 

The purge, made in a presidential decree, commands national security as well as the 
followed the June 18 sacking of Gen. array, the Interior Ministry and the Secret 
Grachev and was effected without explana- Services, had repeatedly made acerbic 
tion. remarks before being forced to leave the 

Most of the generals were accused last army in June 1995, accusing Gen. Grachev, 
week by Mr. Yeltsin’s new national security his then superior, of incompetence and cor- 
ad viser. Alexander Lebed, of having partic- ruption. 

ipaied in a plot to use the army to put pres- The nationalist general, who came in thud 

sure on Mr. Yeltsin. in the first round of the June 16 presidential 

Gen. Lebed accused the former Grachev elections, threw bis support behind Mr. 
allies of seeking to organise a mutiny to get Yeltsin and offered him a plan for overhaul- 
Mr. Yeltsin to reverse his decision to sack ing the army and overcoming crime and 
Gen. Grachev. corruption. 

Loyal to Mr. Yeltsin but a controversial Mr. Yeltsin’s close finish in the first round 
figure in both military and civilian circles, — by just three per cent over Communist 
Gen. Grachev was stripped of his functions leader Gennady Zyuganov — had prompted 
the same day that Gen. Lebed was named him to take drastic action to drum up votes, 
head of the Security Council. first by making Gen. Lebed his national 

The four fired generals who had been security adviser and then by purging senior 
linked to the alleged plot were: First Deputy officials identified with the old order. 

Chief of Staff Viktor Baiynkin; deputy head While Gen. Lebed, known for his single- 

of ground forces Vladimir Shulikov; head ness of purpose but still considered politi- 
of the chief of staff's cally green, may not have initiated the 

International Cooperation Department Kremlin purge that has followed his 
Dmitri Kharchenko, and the ministry’s appointment, he has clearly been the cata- 

chief administrator Valery Lapshov. lyst, analysts say. . 

Gen. Lebed initially accused the four of Away from the Defence Ministry, house- 
planning a coup. cleaning is also'taking place at the Security 

■ The other three sacked officers were: 

Deputy Chiefs of Staff Anatoly Bogdanov 
and Vyacheslav Zherebtsov, and head of 
Defence Ministry education Sergei 
Zdorikov. 

Gen. Lapshov, Gen. Kharchenko and 
Gen. Zdorikov were military academy 
classmates of Gen. Grachev. All were mem- 
bers of the inner circle he cultivated since 
taking up the top defence post in 1992. Gen. 

Grachev also succeeded in sidelining his 
fiercest opponents. 

Gen. Lapshov was known as “Grachev's 
shadow,'* while Gen. Zdomikov was also 
extremely loyal to him. And Gen. 

Kharchenko’s daughter is married to the 
son of the sacked defence minister, the Itogi 
weekly noted recently. 


CouhcflTwhere two deputy secretaries were 
sacked Tuesday, Vladimir Htubanov and 
Alexander Trochin, the presidency 
announced. 

The showdown between the liberal wing 
of Mr. Yeltsin's campaign team and the 
hardliners resulted last week in the sacking 
of three of the Security Council's most 
feared men. Presidential Guard chief 
Alexander Korzhakov, Federal Security 
Service (formerly the KGB) chief Mikhail 
Barsukov, and First Deputy Premier Oleg 
Soskovets, an economic conservative and 
proponent of Russia's powerful military 
industrial complex. 

All three were considered hawks who 
were unofficial advisers to the Russian 
president 


j S. African officials confident of 
peaceful poll in troubled province 


DURBAN, South Africa (AFP) . — 
Election officials and security forces 
said Tuesday that the logistics for key 
local polls Wednesday in Kwazulu- 
Natal were now in place and they were 
confident the tentative peace in the 
province would bold. 

“All indications are that the election 
will be conducted in a peaceful mann er 
and we are very sure that we can cope 
with any emergency,” South African 
National Defence Force spokeswoman 
Kim Van Niekerk said. 

The army has tripled its troops 
strength in the province for the elec- 
tions and 6,000 police reinforcements 
have been deployed, bringing to 25,000 
the number of security personnel 
guarding voting stations and patrolling 
so-called “flashpoints” of political vio- 
lence. 

Nearly 20,000 people have died in 
KwazuJa-Natai since 1985 In a bitter 
power struggle between the ruling 
African National Congress (ANCl and 
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP). 

Since February, 300 people — Includ- 
ing nine election candidates — have 
been killed, but police have reported a 
sharp drop in fighting in the past week. 

Ms. Van Niekerk said the fact that the 
death toll over the weekend had 
dropped from the average 60 to 34 indi- 
cated that “the scenario is calming 
down.” 

Four special units formed to disarm 
warring factions and prevent pre-elec- 
tion bloodshed have arrested some 250 
people since the beginning of April, 
police said. 

There have been reports of isolated 
Incidents of political violence over the 
past few days and 14 people were killed 
Monday and overnight despite a mas- 
sive security crackdown. 

Police spokesman Vish Naidoo said 
one man was k tiled and three wounded 
when unid entified gunmen opened fire 
late Monday on a worker’s hostel in 


Kwamashu. north of this Kwazula- 
Natal port. 

In a police raid codenamed 
“Operation Stealth,” involving more 
than 1,000 riot policemen and soldiers, 
at least one person was arrested at a 
workers hostel and an adjoining squat- 
ter camp in the Umlazi township south 
of Durban. 

A grenade launcher, a land min e deto- 
nator, 65 guns and ammunition were 
siezed in the ANC-controlIed area dur- 
ing the operation, which began shortly 
after midnight (2200 GMT Monday) 
and ended around midday (1200 GMT) 
Tuesday. 

It was the fifth joint police-army 
crackdown in the run-up to Wednes- 
day’s elections for new rural, town and 
city councils in the province. 

Kwazulu-Nntal’s provincial Premier 
Frank Mdlalose, who is also the IFP’s 
national chairman, travelled Tuesday to 
Mandini, on the north coast, to visit the 
home of an IFP member who was killed 
Sunday night. 

More than 3.5 million people are reg- 
istered to vote Wednesday for more 
than 60 town and village councils, seven 
greater regional councils and the Met- 
ropolitan Council in Durban, which is 
home to more than half of the pro- 
vince’s electorate. 

“We are confident that everything will 
go smoothly,” said Warwick Doming, a 
spokesman for the Provincial Election 
Task Force. 

“We are better organised than the 
other provinces, given the extra time we 
have had to prepare,” he said, referring 
to the fact that Kwazulu-Natal is the 
last of Sooth Africa’s nine province’s to 
hold local government elections. 

Elections were held in most parts of 
the country in November 1995 but post- 
poned twice in KwaZulu-Natal because 
of the violence and legal disputes over 
the position of tribal chiefs. 


Doctors leave 
swabs inside 

women patients 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian ^ 
doctors forgot to remove 
surgical swabs from inside 
two women during cae- 
sarean sections, the gov- 
ernment newspaper A] 
Akhbar said Tuesday. Su- 
zanne Fawzi Mohammad, 

30, had a caesarean section 
in a state-owned hospital in 
March. For three months 
she had severe abdominal 
pain then X-rays showed 
the swab inside her. The 
other victim is Han an Ho- . 
zayen Said. 25, who had a 
caesarean in a private hos- 
pital last month. X-rays 
showed two swabs and she 
had an operation to remove 
them. Both women have 
complained to the police, 
who have questioned five 
gynaecologists. 

Pavarotti’s lover 

wants children 

LONDON (R) — The 
younc lover of Italian tenor 
Luciano Pavarotti wants'# 
children and the couple 
have already agreed names, 
Nieoletta Mantovani told. 
Hello magazine Monday: 

T have spoken with Lu- 
ciano about children. I 
would like a child, actually 
rwo.” Earlier this year Pa- 
varotti separated from his 
wife of 35 years. Adua, in 
favour of Ms. Mantovani 
who is 34 years his junior. 
Pavarotti. 60, said it was “a 
great relief' to be able to 
talk about their love at last 
“There is really only one 
thing we argue about, 
food." Nieoletta said. 

‘World’s most 
expensive beer’ 
for sale in London 

' * 

LONDON (R) — Fancy a 
drop of really real old ale? 

It will cost you more thao 
most of the world's finest 
wine. The first bottle of 
Tutankhamun ale. brewed 
from an ancient Egyptian 
recipe, goes on sale at 
rods department Store Tn_‘- 
London next month for 
£5,000 ($7,686). It's tlfe 
most expensive beer in the 
world, according to the 
brewers. The rest of the 
batch will be 100 times 
cheaper — still a wallet- 
emptying experience to 
quench ones thirst and cu- 
riosity. “It has taken us five 
years to get this far, but 
eventually we have bought 
a legend to life. Ifs literal- 
ly die liquid gold of die 
pharoahs.” said Jim Mer- — 
rington. commercial direc- ^ 
tor of Newcastle 
Breweries. 

Polish priests 
charged in car 
swindle 

WARSAW (R) — Three 
clergymen belonging to 
Poland’s Orthodox Church 
have been formally 
charged with customs fraud 
after illegally importing 
four cars to Poland, Polish 
News Agency (PAP) said. 

The three were indicted of 
fraud after submitting 
forged documents to avoid 
paying customs duties, the 
agency quoted the prosecu- 
tor as saying. The docu- 
ments alleged that the cars 
had been gifts to the church f 
which, under Polish law, 1 
would have exempted them 
from border payments. The 
priests and a university 
professor who mastermind- 
ed the scheme had cheated 
the state treasury out of 
some $9,000 in customs 
payments and taxes 

Pastor jailed for 
sex abuse 

Karlstad, Sweden 

(AFP) — ■ a Lutheran 
Church pastor was jailed 
here Monday for three 
years for sexually abusing 
his step-daughrer over sev- 
eral years. The court in 
Karlstad also ordered the 
pastor to pay 130.000 kro- 
na ($19,400) damages to 
his victim who is now 
adult. The court found the 
pastor guilty of sexually y: 
abusing the girl after raw- ■ ' 
tying her mother in 1980. 

The pastor who was arrest- 
ed in May last year, denial 
having sex with the girl 
before her majority. He 
said she later agreed to 
intercourse “out of love" 
for him. 
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New Bangladesh 
premier stresses 
economic diplomacy 

jmie Fau /j V^y. { DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh’s new Prime Minister Sheikh 
,{> * had a ears ™ executive of a country once dismissed as an 
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9^ as telling foreign diplomats Monday. 

- - urn „ u *■«. i u Z‘ v * r y ® ffort wou J d heniade to boost exports, find over- 

'■ayen Said ic Hiln mi **5 employment for Bangladeshis and attract foreign 
:nes;nvun ' * hr > hi' investment as we prepare to enter the 21st century" she 
titai ! ;isf said.- 


showed lu-i. ,Uh X. r '. Bangladesh earned it's infamous “basket case” tag while 
uidantmern^andS Mrs* ™“ a ’ s fether Sheikh Mujibw Rahman, Bang- 
hem R* „ii 11,1,11 ln fen h ladesh’ 8 independence leader, failed to iackle a famine in 
hi,, .! Wrt menk I 974 .when thousands of people starved to death. 


^hTha'^uu" thc P«4 who led Ban^a^sh_jo independence from 

synuecnlo-M Uun «il ]? 7 l a w**ttstth war helped by 

- lMs - ' India, blamed the famine on a devastating flood that 
Pavar«w , washed out crops and severely damaged infrastructure. 

Pavarotti s | 0Ve Lagging income levels and a prolonged dependence on 
wants children foiyi ^^^ ? Iped cement image of the country among 

LONDON ( k Mujib was killed with most his family in a 1975 military 

young io\cr oi j, T coup. opponents have since used the famine deaths as 
Luciano p- IX a political weapon against his daughter and political heir 
children and .k” ^'‘tfasina. , 

have alread\ a „ Ctl? ” **"■ Hasi ? a was swora ' m Suc day, along with her 19- 
‘ member cabinet, and she immediately promised to pursue 
“economic liberalisation, privatisation and free market 
policies” — in a clear shift from her father’s socialist pat- 
tern of governance. 

Mrs. .Hasina said in a broadcast Monday her father want- 
ed to build a “golden Bangladesh” but his dream remained 
unfulfilled. She now wants to realise that dream but from a 
different perspective. 

“One of my objectives is to improve Bangladesh’s image 
abroad and to make Bangladesh especially attractive to for- 
eign investors,” Mrs. Hasina said. 

Officials said foreign investment had slowed over the 
past few years because of chronic political chaos, frequent 
strikes and other disruptions. 

Mrs. Hasina said her government would strive to 
strengthen existing relations with all countries and would 
not scrap any contracts or agreements signed by the previ- 
ous government 

"Wc .will al$o seek to maintain a continuity in foreign 
relations.. .and give special importance to strengthening 
relations with our closest neighbours, both bilaterally and 
through. SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional 
^Cooperation) she said. 
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Mrs. Hasina took over as Bangladesh’s top executive fol- 
lowing June 12 elections, in which her Aw ami League won 
the most seats in the 300-strong parliament, billed by inter- 
national observers as largely free and peaceful. 

She directed the Home (Interior) Ministry Monday to 
step up a crackdown on terrorists and illegal arms to help 
restore political stability and social peace quickly. 

“One of our first priorities is to improve law and order” ■ 

; .. , 

Pakistani Islamic party 
vows to oust Bhutto 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Muslim fundamentalists here 
vowed 'Lies day to pursue their anti-government campaign 
until Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto is toppled, 
following clashes that left four people dead. 

“We have launched a struggle against the Bhutto govern- 
ment and the sacrifices of our party workers will lead to its 
ouster,” Jamaar-e-Islami chief Qazi Hussain Ahmad said. 

The party said it was planning special prayer gatherings 
jJater Tuesday at various places throughout the country for 
'ahe four who died Monday and the scores of others who 
were injured. The party also announced another nation- 
wide day of protest on July 3. 

The first open confrontation between the country’s most 
organised religious party and the 32-month-old Bhutto 
government erupted in nearby Rawalpindi when police 
prevented thousands of Jamaat workers and supporters 
from marching on die capital. 

The party bad planned a sit-in outside the prime minis- 
ter's secretarial to protest against alleged corruption, heav- 
ier taxes in the government’s new budget and price hikes. 

Army troops who had been deployed in Rawalpindi after 
the day-long clashes in which two Jamaat activists, a 
policeman and a fourth person (tied, were withdrawn 
overnight after order was restored. Some newspapers said 
five people had died and about 100 were injured. 

Mr. Ahmad, at a late night news conference Monday, 
invited the people to join his campaign to “save Pa k i s ta n 
from, the -loot and plunder of the rulers.” 

This protest is the beginning of Islamic revolution. We 
will continue our struggle till the success of (the) Islamic 
revolution," he said, warning that Pakistan would lose its 
“Islamic identity if this corrupt and vulgar government is 
not thrown out of power." 

Earlier, Mr. Ahm ad and several hundred supporters who 
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meni- ■' 1 " Mslll |lif ■" managed to reach Islam^rad staged a sit-in in frwit of a 
Ii.iJ N‘ i 11 - p,,||,h t mosque near toe secretariat after they broke through barri- 

cades and removed barbed wire erected by police on toe 
main road to toe capital. _ 

Interior Mini ster Nasirullah Babar said Jamaat m ilitants 
shot at police who returned fire in self defence. 

Mr. Ahmad denied that toe protestors attacked police, 
saying that toe marchers were unarmed and the sit-in was 
to have been peace fuL . .... . 

“The rulers are afraid of us. Having lost their equilibri- 
um, they 'resorted to illegal and undemocratic tactics, he 
said. . . . . . 

Analyse said toe fundamentalists’ campaign could boost 
main opposition leader Nawaz Sharif, whose Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) has already launched a campaign 

against Ms. Bhutto. , _ . 

Mr. Sharif, assuring his support for toe Jamaat campaign 
against corruption, said, "we will go together m streets, 
open places, roads and villages to make this mission a suc- 

^Commerce'Was widely disrupted Sunday, a regular work 
day in Pakistan, on toe PML chief* s call_ for a one-day 
t -r jl ' l ** tI " . ' orJd'". strike against Ms. Bhutto’s economic policiw. 

K.ulsi.iJ ■ ,N VV 11 ' Another religious-political party, Jarrnai Ulema 
L l( ,r !.* r*‘) I ,,, 1 .^ fJXJF), has also backed Mn Ahmad by giving a etto to 
‘ iNP’.b* i> l observe a protest day Friday against toe killing of Jamaat 

w-i"" ' workers. j 

IV *’ ,U, V ^ ■' The JUP secretary general K.M. Azhar, demmdrfma 
statement that toe government “ 

taxes proposed in toe budget for fiscal 1996-97 starting on 

^Another fundamentalist group, Jamiar Ulema fclam, 
although allied with Ms. Bhutto, has also criticised tier 
“resource mobilisation programme” to generate more re - 
euue through taxation. 
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina waves to 
hundreds of civil servants at Dhaka’s main government 
secretariat when they greeted her Tuesday. Mrs. Hasina 
went to the secretariat for the first time Tnesday after 
being sworn in two days ago (Renter photo) 


Tigers vow to step up 
attacks in Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (Agencies) — Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas, who have been driven out of their northern citadel of 
Jaffna, have vowed to escalare attacks elsewhere, toe latest 
rebel fortnightly said. 

The separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
said they have stepped up attacks in toe island's eastern 
province following the loss of toe Jaffna peninsula to gov- 
ernment forces earlier last mouth. 

The LTTE’s official organ, toe “Viduthalai PuligaJ” or 
toe Liberation Tiger, said in its June 15-30 issue that gov- 
ernment forces were unable to control both toe northern 
and eastern regions at toe same time. 

The Tiger newspaper, a copy of which was received here 
Tuesday, said thaj toe deputy defence minister. General 
Anuruddha Ratwatte, and toe government of President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga were beaded for a military disas- 
ter. 

“The strategy of Gen. Ratwatte is an old story. That is, he 
: expected that when toe north (Jaffna) falls; toe east will 
automatically fall toe north being toe axle of toe wheel of 
the struggle... 

‘ ‘Hie new story is he is going to lose toe east also, when 
he is unable to swallowtoe north frilly, even after using full 
strength,” toe Tigers said. 

Government forces drove out Tiger guerrillas from 
Jaffna, toe capital of a de facto state they ran for nearly five 
years, after a series of intense military operations begun in 
October last year. 

Nearly half a million Tamil civilians, just over half toe 
population in Jaffna, have returned home as life in toe 
region slowly returned to normal with security forces gain- 
ing cont rol th ere for toe first time in nearly 10 years. 

The LTTE said its leader in toe eastern districts of 
Batticaloa and Trincoraalee have mounted pressure on 
security forces in toe area and claimed that. they were dom- 
inated large parts of toe eastern province. 

The Tigers also issued a thinly veiled threat against 
majority Sinhalese civilians living in toe eastern regions, 
saying that if they leave the area out of fear for toeir safe- 
ty that would be a setback for toe government. 

Hundreds of Si nhalese civilians have been massacred by 
suspected LTTE guerrillas in toe eastern and northern 
regions as part of an “ethnic -cleansing” strategy to drive 
out toe Sinhalese. 

“More than toe benefits to toe government, from toe mil- 
itary victory in toe north, toe setbacks toe array is going to 
meet in toe east will create serious politico-military crises 
to the Chandrika government,” the Tiger paper said 
Meanwhile Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga has said she is a target for assassination by both Tamil 
Tiger rebels and crooked businessmen and politicians fear- 
ful of her crackdown on corruption. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga’s disclosure, reported Tuesday in toe 
government-owned Daily News, was made in a speech last 
Sunday to a meeting in Mirigama town, about 40 kilome- 
tres north of the capital Colombo. 

“It is not only (Tamil Tiger rebel leader Velupillai) 
Prabbakaran who would like to see a world without me," 
toe Daily News quoted Mrs. Kumaratunga as saying. 
“Corrupt bureaucrats, rogue businessmen and those impli- 
cated Ln mass murders during toe last regime would also 
wish the same." 

Mrs. Kumaratunga’s security director Nihal Kanin aratne 
confirmed toe story, saying her disclosure was based on 
intelligence reports. 

“From the very outset, her life was threatened by the 
LTTE,” he told Reuters. “There are threats locally, too. 

“People could be trying to destroy her because of toe 
co mmis sions investigating corruption,” be said. “We have 
taken maxim um precautions to protect her. ” 

Mr. Karunaratne said he believed the LTTE, which is 
fighting for independence for minority Tamils in toe north 
and east, wanted to kill Mrs. Kumaratunga because of her 
plan to end toe war and toe success of military offensives 
she has launched against toe rebels. 

The Tamil Tiger rebels have regularly targetted leading 
politicians during toe 13-year ethnic war. in which more 
than 50,000 people have died. 

Tamil suicide bombers blew up President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa in 1993 and opposition leader and presidential 
candidate Gamini Dissanayake in 1994. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga did not name toe opposition UNP, a 
conservative group whose 17-year reign she ended by wan- 
ning presidential and general elections in 1994. as being 
behind toe threats. 

But several former UNP minister are being investigated 
by presidential commissions of inquiry set up to probe 
alleged misdeeds of toe former regime. 

The investigations, which also include businessmen, 
involve alleged payment of bribes for government con- 
tracts and favoured treatment in other economic areas. 

The commissions are also investigating widespread dis- 
appearances and human rights abuses during the former 
regime’s crackdown on a left-wing youth revolt in 1988- 
90. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga’s politician husband. Vijaya, was shot 
dead by assassins during toe revolt. 


Sabre-rattling, prayers by rival 
Koreas mark war anniversary 


SEOUL (AFP) — North Korea 
marked toe 4(5 th anniversary of the 
outbreak of the Korean 'Aar Tuesday 
with a warning that a new war is close 
unless toe United States abandons its 
“hostile” stance. 

“If the United States does not want 
toe recurrence of a war, it should cor- 
rect the old policy of antagonising toe 
Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea (North 
Korea).” an official Pyongyang news- 
paper said. 

The commentary, carried by the 
North’s Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA), accused toe United States of 
provoking the Korean War and called 
on Washington to “take the road of 
building confidence and terminating 
hostile DPRK-U.S. relations.” 

But it warned that “toe outbreak of a 
second war on toe Korean peninsula” 
has become “a matter of time.” 

On June 25, 1950, North Korea in- 
vaded South Korea, prompting the dis- 
patch of U.S.-led United Nations for- 
ces. The three-year conflict ended with 
a fragile truce along toe demilitarised 
zone, leaving toe two Koreas techni- 
cally at war. 

The South marked the day with 
prayers, memorial services and a vet- 


erans* reunion at which President Kim 
Young-Sam warned that the war 
"should never be allowed to happen 
again." 

The North's hawkish remarks de- 
parted from a conciliatory KCNA 
report Iasi week expressing gratitude 
for a U.S. pledge to donate S6.2 mil- 
lion in food aid to Py ongyang. 

Washington has spearheaded a cam- 
paign for U.N. funds to avert famine in 
toe North as part of its efforts to accel- 
erate rapprochement with Pyongyang, 
prompted by the two sides’ landmark 
1 994 accord, which defused a nuclear 
crisis on the peninsula. 

Since 1994. the North has frozen its 
suspect nuclear programme, agreed to 
start looking for toe remains of some 
8,000 American soldiers killed or mis- 
sing during toe war and entered talks 
with Washington on its missile 
exports. 

Officials in Washington ha\c said 
they hope toe aid will deter isolationist 
Pyongyang from resorting to desperate 
military activity. 

On Monday, the South Korean pres- 
ident accused toe North of using rice 
donated by Seoul last year to feed its 
one-million-strong army. 

“Most of toe l5b.000 tonnes of rice 


we cave went lo soldiers." Mr. Kim 
said while on a front-line trip lo troops 
stationed along toe demilitarised /one. 

It was his first public accusation that 
North Korea could be siphoning olf 
food aid to the military. The United 
Nations and toe Red Cross have said 
they are satisfied that their aij is 
reaching only civilians. 

Mr Kim did not back up his accusa- 
tion but said (he North's food short- 
ages were so aeuie that even soldiers 
have not been led adequately 

Transparency of distribution was a 
major concern when Seoul snipped die 
150.000 ronnes of free nee to Pyong- 
yang last year. 

South Korea, how in . to internation- 
al pressure, pledged .S3 million in 
additional aid to North Korea through 
U.N. agencies this month, alter a year- 
long holt over Pyongyang's refusal to 
improve intci -Korean ties. 

"A w ar can be u\ erred only when we 
maintain a strong military power,” Mr. 
Kim said Tuesday in a ceremony at- 
tended by veterans irom the United 
States. Thailand and toe Philippine*, 
w ho foucht for South Korea under the 
U.N. fine. 


Clinton 
lead over 
Dole drops 
to 5.6 % 
in poll 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton’s 
lead over Republican chal- 
lenger Bob Dole has 
plunged to 5.6 percentage 
points in a poll released 
Monday. 

The poll by the John 
Zogby Group International 
Inc. had Mr. Clinton lead- 
ing Sen. Dole by 44_5 per 
^ent to 38-9 per. cent*, toe 
smallest, margin *m recent 
polls, most of which had 
Sen. Dole behind by about 
20 percentage points. 

The only other poll sho- 
wing Mr. Clinton’s lead 
that small was one taken 
June 12-13 by Time maga- 
zine and CNN that had 
Sen. Dole 6 percentage 
points behind Mr. Clinton, 
49 to 43 per cent. 

The Zogby poll was 
taken June 14-19 among 
901 likely voters national- 
ly and Zogby said it was 
conducted for toe Kuwait 
daily newspaper A1 Qabas 
for release in connection 
with toe Arab summit that 
ended tots weekeod. The 
poll had a margin of error 
of plus or minus three per- 
centage points. 

In a three-way matchup 
with 1992 presidential can- 
didate Ross Perot, Mr. 
Clinton's margin drops to 

39.1 per cent to 35.7 per 
cent for Sen. Dole, with 

12.1 per cent choosing Mr. 
PeroL 

Explaining why his poll 
was Lower than others such 
as an ABC News/Wa- 
shington Post poll taken 
June 14-18 that had Mr. 
Clinton ahead by 55 to 35 
per cent, Zogby said: 

“Frankly I think they are 
oversampling Democrats, 
who support Clinton 7 to I. 
Their samples include over 
40 per cent Democrats 
while ours put Democrats 
nationwide at 34 per cent, 
a lot closer to voter identi- 
fication today ” 

In addition to testing 
public opinion on who 
would win toe presidency 
if toe election were held 
now, Zogby said the poll 
showed Mr. Clinton’s job 
performance has fallen to 
44 per cent against 55 per 
cent who say he is not 
doing a good job. 

A Newsweek poll of 18- 
to-29-year-olds reported 
Monday showed a 2-to-l 
preference for Mr. Clinton 
over Sen. Dole. The maga- 
zine found that 5 1 per cent 
of “generation-Xers’’ 
would vote for Mr. Clinton 
if toe Nov. 5 presidential 
election were held now, 
compared with 26 per cent 
for Sen. Dole and 17 per 
cent for Mr. Perot 


U.S. Republicans probe White 
House staff alleged drug use 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Republicans are 
investigating whether the Clinton adminis- 
tration. in requesting hundreds of secret 
FBI files, was trying to def end White 
House staff members from charges of illic- 
it drug use. 

A House of Representatives panel 
Monday requested new While House 
records relating to security checks conduct- 
ed on new White House employees in the 
early days of President Bill Clinton's 
administration. 

“This documentation will help establish 
what toe facts are in this matter" said 
Republican Representative William 
Clinger. who heads toe House panel. 

The lawmakers are working on the 
assumption that toe White House improper- 
ly obtained hundreds of files from toe 
Federal Bureau of investigation in 1993 
and 1994. to find damaging information on 
Republicans that couJ(Che-used to defend 
presidential employee^ from allegations 
that they had used illegal drugs. 

“We're looking at whether they were try- 
ing to find out what problems people in pre- 
vious administrations had." said a 
Republican aide to the House panel. 

In its early months, there was a delay in 
providing identification and security' clear- 
ances for many White House employees, 
prompting accusations from House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich that toe new administration 
was overlooking drug problems among 
some of its employees. 

The new documents sought by toe House 
panel include records of memo’s and corre- 
spondence between toe former head of the 
White House personnel security office 
Craig Livingston and his aide Anthony 
Marceca, congressional sources said. 

Mr. Marceca is now one of key figures at 
the centre of toe file scandal, which toe 
media have dubbed “FHegaie” and the 
Republicans say is reminiscent of toe 
“Watergate” break-in at Democratic 
Headquarters that brought down Richard 
Nixon in 1974. 

Mr. Clinton initially apologised for what 


he said was an innocent mistake, hut toe 
affair has mushroomed and could be a 
potential hazard for Mr. Clinton's reelee- 
lion bid in November. 

The scandal has prompted (lie FBI to 
tighten White House access In its files and 
a review of security operations at the While 
House. The Justice Department has also 
authorised independent counsel Kenneth 
Starr to look into the affair. 

Senate hearings on the ease are to resume 
this week and Republican > are expected to 
do everything they can lo produce as many 
answers as possible, particularly who at the 
White House requested the files — and 
why. 

“ir is now time for the White House to pur 
toe unanswered questions to rest.” said Bob 
Dole, the presumptive Republican presi- 
dential candidate, in a speech Saturday. 

Sen. Dole called on President Clinton lo 
give toe "whole tnith” abdtu toc'affair. 

Mr. Clinton himself expressed anger 
through his spokesman Monday that he had 
not been informed immediately of all rele- 
vant details. 

“The president is very angry that funda- 
mental questions cannot be answered.” 
spokesman Michael McCurry said. “And 
toe While House certainly hopes and 
expects that Stare will move promptly to get 
answers to toe questions that arc pending “ 

ln the five months leading up to toe U.S. 
presidential election. Sen. Dole and his fel- 
low Republicans will be trying (o keep the 
potentially explosive controversy in toe 
headlines. 

“Filegate" is just what toe doctor ordered 
for Republicans, who have watched their 
candidate Sen. Dole struggle with double 
digit deficits behind Mr. Clinton as the 
Whitewater controversy has failed to gener- 
ate much interest among American voters. 

Whitewater refers to a web of financial 
transactions, under scrutiny from a special 
prosecutor, related to a failed real estate 
deal in which the Clinton* were partners 
when Bill Clinton was governor of 
Arkansas. 


African summit told of arms race 
by opposing Burundi factions 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (R) — An African 
summit Burundi's ethnic conflict opened 
Tuesday with toe Tanzanian host warning 
that opposing factions in the Central 
African nation are frantically amassing 
weapons. 

Leaders of six countries met in Arusha, 
north Tanzania, for toe one-dav talks, 
spurred by fears that three years of killings 
could explode into R wan da-style genocide. 

Hopes for real progress were dealt a blow 
by the absence of Zaire’s Mobutu Sese 
Seko. who is accused of sheltering Hutu 
rebels from Burundi and neighbouring 
Rwanda. 

“If violence continues toe wider interna- 
tional community might even feel obliged 
to intervene." Tanzanian President 
Benjamin Mkapa warned in an opening 
speech before the leaders began closed- 
door talks. 

“There is an almost frantic amassing of 
weapons of all kinds by each group..AVe 
must not let a replay of toe 1994 Rwanda 
tragedy take place in Burundi” Mr. Mkapa 
said. 

Up to a million Tutsis and Hutu moder- 
ates were slaughtered by Hutu extremists in 
Rwanda in 1994. 

There are almost daily reports of mas- 
sacres in Burundi, committed by toe Tutsi 
army and Hutu rebels. An estimated 
150,000 people have died since 1993 and 
stepped-up international mediation has 
failed to halt toe quickening pace of slaugh- 
ter. 

The U-N. Security Council has ordered 
contingency planning for a military-backed 
intervention if things get worse. 

Some African countries are ready to com- 
mit troops to a peacekeeping force but after 
past failures in Somalia and Rwanda they 


want full U.N. backing and a crystal-dear 
mandate. 

The Arusha talks were timed to review the 
Burundi crisis ahead of the July 8-10 sum- 
mit of the Organisation of African Unity 
lOAU) in Cameroon. 

OAU Secretary -General Salim Ahmad 
Salim joined toe talks with Mr. Mkapa, the 
presidents of Burundi. Kenya. Rwanda and 
Uganda and the OAU chairman. Prime 
Minister Melcs Zenawi of Ethiopia. 

Burundi's divided government was repre- 
sented by Hutu President Sylvcstre 
Ntibantunganya and Tutsi Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo. 

Former Tanzanian President Julius 
Nyerere. the international mediator for 
Burundi, briefed leaders on his efforts to 
find a political solution to the con flier. 

Zaire's seal was filled by Deputy' Piime 
Minister and Foreign Minister kmtw.i 
Tumansi who said Mr. Mobutu’s schedule 
was full when his invitation arrived. 

Regional diplomats said the summit »•;« 
badly depleted without Mr. Mobutu, in 
power for 3 1 years and a key figure in any 
search for peace in toe Great Likes region 
of central Africa. 

Mr. Kititwa told Reuters Monday night 
Zaire would refuse to allow its soil to be 
used by an intervention force. 

“No.' no. no.** Mr. Kititwa said. "No for- 
eign troops may transit through Zaire to 
Burundi. If they want to go straight into 
Burundi there are airports for them there to 
land at.” 

He denied Zaire backed Burundian and 
Rwandan Hutu rebels based in eastern Zaire 
and said toe United Nations, instead of 
charging Zaire with allowing arms ship- 
ments to reach the rebel forces, should cut 
them off at source. 
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Realisir? is the answer 

MIDDLE EAST political pandits seem to be 
divided on whether Arafo-Israeli negotiations, 
even if they resume any time soon, can produce 
any tangible results before the spring of next 
year. The pessimists expect the peace process 
on either the Syrian, Lebanese or Palestinian 
tracks with Israel not to move in any 
substantial way daring the remainder of this 
year and the early months of 1997. 

The Israeli prime minister* Benjamin 
Netanyahu, appears in no harry to advance the 
process before consolidating his rule and 
putting an end to terrorism. "The strategic 
choice of all parties in the region shonld be 
clear: it is terrorism or peace, yon cannot have 
both," Mr. Netanyahu said yesterday after his 
first meeting as prime minister with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher. Mr. 
Christopher concurred with the prime minister, 
but in a more subtle way: " Real peace without 
security is not possible and real security 
without peace is not possible." 

The Clinton administration, despite 
assurances to the contrary, cannot be in a 
hurry either, the pessimists argue. Mr. 
Clinton has presidential elections to win in a 
five months' time; there is too much work for 
him at home to worry about such international 
problems as the Middle East or otherwise now, 
despite his personal commitment to the cause. 
Besides, U.S. pressure on Israel, which in fact 
might have to be applied to prod the Israelis 
along, might alienate AIPAC, tbe American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee, or - other 
Jewish lobby groups and could result in losses 
for the Democrats. So he would not do it. 

More likely tbe Clinton administration will 
want to make do with exploring positions and 
content itself with reassessments and more 
analysis until after tbe elections, while 
attempting to assuage fears by the Arab 
parties, especially by the Syrians and the 
Palestinians, . on • Mr. Netanyahu's intentions. 
The U.S. Congress, on the other hand, will 
certainly want to adjust positions to 
accommodate tbe wishes of the new Israeli 
government, regardless of the change in the 
make-up of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives' in the November elections. 

According to this pessimistic scenario, the 
Palestinians will have to "battle terrorism ... 
which they have done only partially so Far," as 
Mr. Netanyahu- put it Mr. Yasser Arafat and his 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) will have 
to do more to convince the Israelis that' no acts 
of violence will emanate from the West Bank 
and Gaza although most of these areas Is not 
under PNA control and still suffers from the 
continued closure by Israel. Further, Syria will 
bave to rein in Hizbollah in South Lebanon, 
curb the activities of the Damascus-based 
Palestinian and Knrdish guerrilla groups and 
distance itself from Iran in order to get into 
the good books of tbe U.S. and Israel and to 
make a resumption of the peace talks," 
without preconditions," possible. 

But if they do not the peace process might 
reach a stalemate. 

The optimists might take heart from what 
Mr. Netanyahu said yesterday where he 
announced that negotiations with tbe 
Palestinians would resume on different levels 
soon and that he would live up to all 
commitments made by his predecessors. The 
optimists can also draw on any number of 
other factors, whether on the Arab or the 
Israeli side, to prove the pessimists wrong. 

Which side's arguments will win in the end 
remains to be seen. It is best, for now, to be 
realistic, prudent and cautious. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT the Arabs have, shown solidarity through 
their recent meeting in Cairo, they are called on to back 
their position with practical action, said Sultan A1 
Hattab, a writer for A1 Ra’i daily. Tbe Arab leaders 
must carry out joint plans designed to back the 
Palestinian people’s struggle for freedom and force tbe 
new Israeli government to honour its commitments to 
the peace process, said tbe writer Furthermore, tbe 
Arab leaders should embark on improving relations 
among themselves through putting into fence economic 
agreements that have been shelved due to differences in 
views among political leaders, demanded tbe writer 
who said that only through such actions can the Arabs 
show the world that they are united and determined to 
attain their national goals. Tbe Arab states should open 
their borders to each other, allow the free flow of capi- 
tal and workers and start exchanging goods so that their 
economies can be strengthened in the face of the vari- 
ous world economic developments, he added. Tbe sum- 
mit in Cairo has reaffirmed the Arab leaders' determi- 
nation not only to pursue the peace process with Israel 
but also to pave tbe way for stronger inter-Arab rela- 
tions and therefore, said the writer, Arab masses await 
practical steps to see these policies implemented. 

THE ARAB summit in Cairo was described by a writer 
for A1 Dustour as an all out Arab Nation’s reply to the 
change in Israel’s policies with regard to tbe peace with 
the Arabs. Hamadeh Faraaneh said that in response to 
Netanyahu's hardline stance regarding withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from Syrian, Lebanese and Palestinian 
territories, the Arab leaders have chosen to close their 
ranks and act in concert to regain their rights. 
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By Dr. James Zogby 


U.S. parties’ debate over abortion 
— not a piece of cake 


AN INTENSE and divisive 
debate over the issue of 
abortion is once again 
threatening tbe unity of the 
Republican Party. For two 
and a half decades the issue 
of abortion has been one of 
the most morally troubling 
and politically volatile 
issues facing both political 
parties in the U.S. 

Since tbe Supreme Court 
ruled in 1973 that laws 
allowing abortion were 
constitutional, two deeply 
divided poles emerged in 
the U.S. policy debate. On 
the ooe side were those 
who supported the 
Supreme Court decision, 
which held that women 
should bave the right to an 
abortion and that foe ques- 
tion was a personal matter 
of free choice and should 
be a private one between a 
woman and her doctor. On 
foe other side were those 
who held that abortion was 
a moral question involving 
tbe ending of a human life 
and that it should be out- 
lawed except in extreme 
cases. 

As debate over foe ques- 
tion has evolved, a strange 
political alignment has 
taken shape. The 
Republican coalition 
became more strongly 
identified with foe anti- 
abortion position, while the 
Democrats bave become 
the strongest supporters of 
tbe freedom of choice posi- 
tion. This was an ideologi- 
cally confusing state of 
affairs, since historically 
Republicans have espoused 
a liberation philosophy of 
less government involve- 
ment in personal affairs, 
while Democrats have 
identified themselves as the 
party that viewed govern- 
ment intervention as neces- 
sary r Snd ^‘desirable in 
upholding issues of morali- 
ty affecting the public 
good. 

It was Democrats, for 
example, who led the fight 
in the 1960s for Civil 
Rights and Affirmative 
Action, arguing that gov- 
ernment had an obligation 
to guarantee equal rights 
for all citizens and to offer 
protection to those who had 
been denied their rights. 
Republicans, back then, 
argued unsuccessfully that 
passing legislation on Civil 
Rights constituted govern- 
ment intrusion into issues 
of personal choice and 
morality. 

If a neighbourhood or 
coffee shop or school board 
wanted to be “white-only”, 
Republicans argued that the 


government had no right to 
order them to do otherwise; 
and even if such free choic- 
es were repugnant, those 
who tna(fe them were enti- 
tled to such freedoms. 

One result of this align- 
ment was that abortion, in 
addition to being a deeply 
troubling moral issue, 
became an intensely parti- 
san issue as well, with both 
Republicans and 

Democrats hardening their 
official positions diufog the 
past two decades. Because 
the philosophical underpin- 
nings of foe pro-choice and 
anti-abortion positions did 
not match tbe overall ide- 
ologies of their adoptive 
parties, there continued to 
be strife within each party 
over this question. 

In part, because of the 
inter-party division over 

abortion is so deep, on 
many occasions intra-party 
differences were put down 
by the increasingly doctri- 
naire groups who came to 
dominate foe debate within 
each party. 

As religious fundamen- 
talists and traditional con- 
servatives became the 

activist base of the 

Republican party, more lib- 
eration Republicans found 
it difficult to air their views 
on abortion. Over time the 
official view of the 

Republicans hardened and 
excluded tolerance for any 
alternative view. 

In 1976, for example, the 
Republican Party position 
reflected an internal party 
debate. While calling for 
respectful dialogue 

between groups on oppo- 
site sides of the abortion 
issue, tbe party affirmed its 
anti-abortion position, stat- 
ing: 

“The question of abortion 
is one of the most difficult 
arid controversial of our 
time. It is undoubtedly a 
personal and moral issue... 
There are those in our party 
who favour complete sup- 
port for the Supreme Court 
positions which permits 
abortion on demand. There 
are other who share sincere 
convictions that foe 
Supreme Court’s decision 
must be changed by a con- 
stitutional amendment ban- 
ning all abortions... The 
Republican Party favours a 
continuance of the public 
dialogue on abortion and 
supports the efforts of those 
who seek enactment of a 
constitutional amendment 
to restore protection of the 
right to life for unborn chil- 
dren.” 

By 1992, the anti-abor- 


tion Republican activists 
had succeeded in hardening 
the position of their party 
so that the platform read: 

"We believe foe unborn 
child has a fundamental 
individual right to life 
which cannot be infringed. 
We therefore reaffirm our 
support for a human life 
amendment to foe constitu- 
tion, and we endorse legis- 
lation to make clear that tbe 
Fourteenth Amendment's 
protections apply to unborn 
children." 

Increasingly, advocates 
of foe pro-choice position 
(as supporters of the 
Supreme Court decision 
allowing abortion came to 
be called) found it difficult 
to even raise their concerns 
in foe cootext of 
Republican Party debates. 
Tbe atmosphere became so 
intolerant that pro-choice 
Republicans who spoke at 
foe 1992 Republican 
National Convention were 
roundly booed by the dele- 
gates in attendance. 

Because the activist base 
of tbe Republican Party — 
those who participate in foe 
primaries and caucuses that 
elect party officials and 
presidential delegates — 
has come to be dominated 
by religious and traditional 
conservative hardliners. 
Republican candidates for 
president must compete 
with each other over who 
will be tiie most anti-abor- 
tion. 

The growing intolerance 
for alternative views has 
become worrisome to party 
leaders. Neither party is 
based on a single issue. In 
feet, both parties are, in 
effect, coalitions of interest 
groups who are unified by 
severajeommon concerns 
- and simply agree, to^ dis- 
agree about others. < Pro- : 
Choice Republicans remain 
Republicans because they 
agree with tbe basic 
Republican thinking of 
decreasing government 
involvement in business 
and reducing taxes, even 
though they sharply dis- 
agree over the issue of 
abortion. 

But as tbe official party 
view on abortion hardened 
and became increasing less 
tolerant, pro-choice 
Republicans and several 
influential party leaders 
began to warn that the party 
could lose foe support of 
voters in the general public 
who were either pro-choice 
or concerned about tbe lack 
of tolerance within tbe 
party. 

During the 1996 presi- 


dential primary season. 
Bob Dole joined other can- 
didates in taking a hardline 
position on abortion. In an 
effort to outflank his oppo- 
nents, Dole adopted or 
emphasised positions of the 
far right He changed his 
position on affirmative 
action and gun control and 
displayed ins anti-abortion 
credentials. The Christian 
right seemed mollified by 
these moves. While many 
in their ranks had supported 
Pat Buchanan, Dole picked 
up enough of their support 
to ensure victory. 

But no sooner were die 
primaries over than tbe 
internal party debate over 
abortion intensified! Six 
pro-choice Republican 
governors called on Dole to 
change the party platform 
to express acceptance of 
alternative „ viewpoints. 
Some even asked that lan- 
guage on tbe abortion issue 
be dropped from foe plat- 
form completely. In 
response, tbe anti-abortion 
forces announced that they 
would mobilise their sup- 
porters to block any 
attempt by Dole to change 
the platform and to make 
clear their opposition to 
Dole selecting a pro-choice 
Republican as his vice 
presidential nominee 
(Colin Powell, for example, 
is pro-choice, and such a 
position would effectively 
block him from running as 
a Republican in 1996). 

Some anti-abortion lead- 
ers, including Pat 
Buchanan, have gone so for 
as to suggest that if tbe 
Republicans changed the 
party position on abortion, 
they might leave to form 
another political party. 

In aoeffort. to head off a _ 
confrontatiqn, a few weeks ~ 
ago Dole suggested that he 
would affirm the party’s 
abortion platform language 
from 1992, hot would add a 
clause to tbe platform call- 
ing for tolerance of differ- 
ing views. This brought 
peace for two days, as Pat 
Buchanan and other anti- 
abortion leaders expressed 
satisfaction with Dole’s 
compromise and pro- 
choice Republicans, while 
they wanted Dole to go far- 
ther, expressed at least 
some acceptance of his new 
position. 

Then, almost inexplica- 
bly, a few days later Dole 
reignited the fire of contro- 
versy by announcing that 
the clause on tolerance 
would be written into the - 
abortion plank itself, not in 
a general appeal for toler- 


ance on all issues appearing 
in foe preamble to the plat- 
form as many activists ini- 
tially expected. Dole also 
launched a bitter personal 
pp yic on Gary Bauer, one 
of the leaders of the anti- 
abortion movement 
Implying that Bauer was 
intolerant and not a good 
Republican, Dole made 
certain that the debate 
would not end any time 
soon. 

In recent weeks, foe ana- 
abortion forces in the 
Republican party have 
struck bade. In some states' 
Republican conventions, 
where Christian fundamen- 
talists and traditional con- 
servatives dominate, those 
groups have combined to 
block tbe election of some 
of Dole's pro-choice dele- 
gates and have instead 
elected leaders, from their 
own ranks to the national 
party platform committee. 

Some analysts have sug- 
gested that Dole’s striking 
out was a deliberate 
attempt to take control of 
his own campaign and his 
party platform. They com- 
pare Dole’s move to some 
of the steps taken by 
Clinton in 1992, when 
then-candidate Clinton 
faced down some tradition- 
al hardline Democratic 
groups in order to show his 
independence and establish 
his credentials as a “new 
Democrat.” 

Polling on abortion pre- 
sents a confusing picture, 
as tbe majority of tbe 
American people support 
the official position of nei- 
ther the Republicans nor 
tbe Democrats. By a 72-20 
per cent margin Americans 
are opposed to the 
Republican Party's caUJbr,, 
a constitutional amendment 
to ban abortion. At the 
same time, die majority of 
Americans (65 per cent) 
also do not support the 
Democratic Party’s liberal 
view of abortion, with 45 
per cent saying . abortion 
should be illegal and anoth- 
er 18 per cent saying that 
there should be stricter lim- 
its than exist today. 

Dole may find some pub- 
lic support for his position, 
but he may also find that be 
has created an earthquake 
which may cause structural 
damage to his party's 
efforts to remain unified 
and win foe general elec- 
tion. What is certain is that 
the abortion debate is far 
from over and resolving it 
will not be, as Dole assert- 
ed last week, “a piece of 
cake." 


China will play key role in 
determining next secretary-general 


By Robert H. Reid 
Th° Associated Press 

UNTIED NATIONS — 
Althoagh tbe United 
States will probably suc- 
ceed in ousting Boutros 
Ghali, China may play as 
big a role in determining 
who succeeds him as sec- 
retary-general. 

China will-ensure thai-no 
one unacceptable to devel- 
oping countries wins 
approval in foe Security 
Council, which nominates 
a candidate, or in foe 185- 
member General 

Assembly, which ratifies 
tbe choice. 

The White House has 
announced that it opposes 
the 73-year-old Egyptian 
diplomat and will use its 
Security Council veto if 
necessary to prevent a sec- 
ond term when his current 
five-year appointment 
expires Dec. 31. 

As erne of foe five per- 
manent members, China 
has a veto too, along with 
Russia, France and 
Britain. Tbe 15-member 
council will probably 
begin tbe formal selection 
process in November. 

If Dr. Ghali carries 


through with his pledge to 
run, tbe United States 
would probably veto him 
in the first round — and 
China would probably 
veto all Western-backed 
candidates. 

That would lead to pro- 
tracted horse-trading, with 
names offered and with- 
drawn, until foe council 
decides on -a* oandiHatp 
acceptable to all five per- 
manent members. 

Dr. Ghali, an Egyptian, 
became tbe first African 
head of foe United 
Nations when he was 
selected in 1991 to suc- 
ceed Javier Peres de 
Cuellar of Peru. 

During the 1991 selec- 
tion, Non-Aligned 
Movement members of 
the council voted as a bloc 
against all (be candidates 
initially favoured by the 
United States and other 
Western powers. 

Western countries 
oppose the tradition of 
geographic favouritism in 
selecting foe- secretaiy- 
general. But developing 
countries strongly believe 
that a secretary-general 
from the Third World is 
necessary to counterbal- 


ance the power of foe 
Security Council, domi- 
nated by Americans and 
Europeans. 

Enter China. As foe only 
developing country 
among the five permanent 
members, China promotes 
itself as the champion of 
tbe marginalised U.N. 
members against the 
major powers.. - 

In foe council, China 
rarely takes strong posi- 
tions on issues, preferring 
to go along with foe con- 
sensus. It has supported 
continued economic sanc- 
tions against Iraq, 
although it says it opposes 
such measures in princi- 
ple. 

. But championing candi- 
dates acceptable to foe 
Third World at the 
expense of those favoured 
exclusively by foe West 
would score diplomatic 
points for Beijing. 

It is unlikely African and 
Asian countries would 
swallow denying a second 
term to an African secre- 
tary-general and replacing 
him with a Westerner such 
as Irish President Mary 
Robinson or Norwegian 
Prime Minister Gro 


Harlem Brundtland. 

China’s veto would 
ensure that that sentiment 
prevails. 

Once the council agrees 
on a candidate, the win- 
ner's name is forwarded to 
the General Assembly, 
where there is no veto and 
foe majority rules. The 
majority of assembly 
members are* from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

Under UJM. rules, the 
majority could refuse the 
choice and ask tbe council 
to make another selection. 
Unless China approved 
the choice, foe process 
could go on indefinitely. 

With the United Nations 
facing tbe gravest finan- 
cial crisis of its history, foe 
major powers are anxious 
to avoid an ugly battle 
over the secretary-gener- 
al's post 

France has been Dr. 
Ghali’s strongest support- 
er among the permanent 
council members, and 
U.N. sources say French 
diplomats have been 
celling their colleagues 
that they would like to see 
the ' succession issue 
resolved as soon as possi- 
ble. 


If Washington sticks by 
its opposition to Dr. Ghali, 
that would require dump- 
ing him and finding a can- 
didate whom foe West 
could sell to most of tbe 
developing countries — 
and China. 

U.N. sources say French 
President Jacques Chirac 
plans to raise the issue at 
foetj-7 summit next weelT 
in Lyon, France. Dr. Ghali 
will attend the meeting 
along with President 
Clinton and leaders of 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Canada, Japan and 
Britain. 

There is a precedent for 
foe General Assembly to 
overrule foe council and 
extend foe term of the 
incumbent secretary-gen- 
eral on its own. Ironically, 
it was the United States 
that forced that precedent 

In 1950, the Soviet 
Union opposed foe reelec- 
tion of the first U.N. sec- 
retary-general, Trygve Lie 
of Norway. The United 
States led a successful 
campaign in the assembly 
to extend his’ term for 
three years. 


Depreciating 

diplomas 

ByAfiKassay 

One of the first facts to 
which we, Jorda ni ans, 
proudly treat foreigners 
inquiring about our country 
is that Jordan boasts one of 
the highest rates of univer- 
sity degree holders in the 
whole world. Considering 
that we started around sixty 
years ago with one high 
school in the whole coun- 
try, the achievement is 
indeed remarkable. So let 
us look at what it signifies. 

At face value, one would 
imagine that this vast array 
of highly qualified men and 
women are busily active in 
research and development, 
assiduously propelling 
Jordan to tbe forefront of 
technology ■ producing 
countries. Is it true? Is 
research and development 
in Jordan more advanced 
and dynamic than in indus- 
trially advanced countries? 
Well, actually, the budget 
allocated to research and 
development by Jordanian 
industries tends to be dan- 
gerously close to zero. 

But, interjects the voice 
of confidence, perhaps we 
are not working entirely for 
Jordanian industries. With 
the ‘'competitive cost of 
manpower”, which is a 
euphemism for tbe grossly 
underpaid and overquali- 
fied staff that we have to 
offer, it should be possible 
for Jordanian research 
institutes to attract con- 
tracts from major interna- 
tional industries to conduct 
their research and develop- 
ment here. Perhaps it is 
being done. So. we 
inquire, how many patenter 
inventions or new ideas' 
originated in' this country 
or, for that matter, in this 
region ? The sad answer is 
that the “cradle of civilisa- 
tion” has hardly come up 
with a single bright new 
idea for pretty nigh to 
seven hundred years. Most 
Arabs who have risen to 
international renown in the 
sciences and the aits in the 
twentieth century had to go 
abroad to do it. 

So what do we do with 
our army of graduates ? 
We sbove them in the civil 
service, preferably in a line 
unrelated to their qualifica- 
tion. Consequently, we 
face the thick and thin of 
life with a bureaucracy 
. congested to bursting 
point, acting as employer 
of last resort. 

At the same tune, we 
have tbe paradoxical situa- 
tion of a grossly under- 
industrialised country, try- 
ing to attract foreign 
investment on the basis of a 
large surplus of engineers 
and hardly a single preci- 
sion machinist. They have 
all shunned labour in 
favour of paper qualifica- 
tions, a white collar and tie, 
and a place at foe end of the 
long queue outside foe 
Civil Service Bureau. And 
what of foe plethora of 
vocational training centres 
which in other countries 
are financed by industry to 
produce its need of skilled 
manpower? Well, they 
give their students the 
equivalent of foe first two 
. yearajtt university, leaving 
them - neither graduates’ hdr - 
professionals, and thor- 
oughly unemployable. 

And how do we seek to 
redress foe imbalance? Not by 
offering better opportunities 
for professional training, nor 
by increasing the facilities 
offered to small and medium- 
sized industries which, in 
other countries, spearhead foe 
fight .against unemployment, 
but by increasing the number 
of universities. We must not 
lose our place at foe forefront 
of countries overpopulated by 
graduates and holders of doc- 
torates. 

Come to think of it, maybe it 
was not so clever of us to cul- 
tivate so many university 
graduates. What this piece of 
statistics boils down to is that 
Jordanian school leavers go to 
university for the lack of 
employment not to say for foe 
lack of other idleness. 
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DUBAI (R) — Saudi 
Arabia said comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 
cannot be achieved without 
resolving the problem of 
Jerusalem and called for the 
removal of Jewish settle- 
ments from occupied Arab 
lands. 

“No comprehensive and 
just peace in the Middle 
East can be achieved with- 
out solving the Jerusalem 
issue and without settling 
the problems of Palestinian 
refugees,” Saudi King Fahd 
told the weekly cabinet 
meeting on Monday. 

His remarks were carried 
by the official Saudi Press 


cabinet reiterated 
Arab calls for Israel's full 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights and southern 
Lebanon and the formation 
of an independent 
Palestinian slate. 

It called for a halt to 
Israeli settlements .in the 
Golan and other occupied 
And) land “especially in 
Jerusalem and removal of 
existing Jewish settle- 
ments...”. 

King Fahd, one of 
Washington’s key Arab 
allies, also praised the out- 
come of an Arab summit, 
which ended in Cairo on 


Sunday, and called for the 
res um ption of Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

The summit, the first in 
six years, was called by 
Egypt, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia to foramlale a unit- 
ed Arab stand after die elec- 
tion on May 29 of hardline 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

The Arab leaders restated 
their demands for Israeli 
withdrawal from all land 
seized in the 1967 Middle 
East war and a Palestinian 
state with east Jerusalem as 
its capital. 

The Israeli government’s 
policy guidelines favour 
more Jewish settlement in 
Arab areas and reject terri- 
torial concessions on the 
Golan Hei ghts or in Ea st 
Jerusalem. 

The summit warned Israel 
that Arab states would 
reconsider steps taken so 
far in peace talks if the 
Jewish state tried to change 
the “land for peace” terms 
for negotiations. 

Saudi Arabia, an influen- 
tial regional power, has no 
direct links with Israel and 
has said such ties would be 
considered only after Israel 
resolves all disputes with 
Arab neighbours. 


Iraq accuses Clinton of 
‘state-sponsored terrorism’ 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Tuesday accused 
US. President Bill Clinton 
of engaging in “state- spon- 
sored terrorism” after a 
U.S. newspaper reported 
foal Washington was sup- 
porting opposition efforts to 
topple President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“You are sending money 
to mercenaries and traitors 
and you know they will 
spend it for their own per- 
sonal-reasons;” the official 
A1 Jumhouriyab newspaper 
wrote in an open letter to 
Mr. dinton. 

“What dinton did is an 
act of state terrorism,” the 
newspaper said, urging the 
Arab League to take a stand 
on the issue. 

‘The Iraqi people who 
defeated the enormous mil- 
itary force (in the 1991 Gulf 
war) and withstood the 
genocide (of UJN. sanc- 
tions) can only mock the 
wealmess of dinton who 
bet on dogs who left Iraq,” 
the daily said. 

The Washington Post 
reported Sunday that a 
group of Iraqi exiles in 
Jordan called the Iraqi 
national accord was trying 
to overthrow President 
S addam with help from the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). 

The Post said the group 
was plotting a coup by mil- 


itary leaders in the Iraqi 
president’s entourage but 
that its chances of success 
were limited as the Iraqi 
opposition was divided. 

It said Mr. dinton autho- 
rised a $6 million payment 
to the group in January to 
fund its activities, with sim- 
ilar sums paid by Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and other 
Arab countries. 

The group denied from 
Amman it had received 
money from the 'United- 
States, but it did not deny 
the reports of links with tire 
CIA. 

It said its strategy to oust 
President Saddam “depends 
on the ranks of the army 
and the support of different 
sectors of society, Arab and 
regional support as well as 
international support, espe- 
cially from the permanent 
members of the U.N. 
Security CounciL” 

The statement added that 
the group had met wife rep- 
resentatives of whatit called 
“concerned countries” to 
exchange views on Iraq. 

“The movement will not 
hesitate to meet with any 
country or any party, except 
Israel, in order to lift the 
suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple,” the statement said. It 
did not elaborate. 

The group opened an 
office this year in Amman. 




France to cut aid to 
Algeria — Le Monde 

Fund have been eager to 
help Algeria in its transition. 

The paper predicted that 
Algiers would see tire aid as 
a sign it was being dropped 
by Paris, its closest ally in 
the civil war, while the 
Islamists would exploit it to 
weaken tire government. 

The French government is 
under pressure to cut public 
spending and cub its deficit 
as it races to meet financial 
requirements needed to join 
a angle European currency 
in 1999. 

Eight guerrillas killed 

Algerian security forces 
have killed eight guerillas 
in the northeastern region of 
Draa Ben Khedda, 85 kilo- 
xnetres from Algiers, an 
Algerian newspaper said on 
Tuesday. Security forces, 
tipped off by a suspected 
militant in detention, killed 
the eight guerrillas at tire 
weekend in a raid on their 
hideout in a building site in 
the village of Ain Meziab, 
the Algerian daily Liberte 
said. They also arrested 
another suspected militant 
and recovered unspecified 
number of arms, added 
Liberte without saying if 
there was any casualty 
among tire security forces. 


PARIS (R) — France is cut- 
ting financial aid to its for- 
mer colony Algeria by half, 
bringing it to an annual total 
of three billion francs ($580 
mfllion), the daily newspa- 
per Le Monde said on 
Tuesday. 

The foreign ministry had 
no comment on tire report 
but Le Monde raid ministry 
officials had cited budget 
constraints as the main rea- 
son for the reduction. Under 
an agreement sigired. in 
1994, Paris has given six bil- 
lion francs ($ 1.16 biffion) a 
year to Algeria to buy medi- 
cine, vehicles, business 
equipment, cereals and to 
bolster public finances. 

Algeria, which won inde- 
pendence from France in 
1962, has been ravaged by 
civil war since 1992 after the 
military-backed government 
cancelled elections winch 
Islamic fundamentalists 
were poised to win. 

Le Monde said tire cut was 
all the more puzzling 
because Paris was increas- 
ing aid to Algeria’s neigh- 
bours Tunisia and Morocco, 
also former colonies. 

Since its recent switch to a 
market economy, interna- 
tional aid institutions such as 
the World Bank and the 
International Monetary 


Ciller to pursue coalition 
talks with Islamic party 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Former Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller will 
continue talks on forming a 
coalition with the pro- 
Islanric Welfare Party, the 
deputy president of her con- 
servative True Path Party 
said Tuesday. 

“The two parties have 
agreed to continue work,” 
Necmettin Cevheii said in 
a brief {ness statement fol- 
lowing the pair’s third 
meeting this month on 
forming a coalition. 

Ml Cevberi refused to 
say whether Ms party had 
accepted a coalition pro- 
posal from Welfare leader 
Necmettin Erbakan, nor 
would he give a timetable 
for tire negotiations. 

“The creation of a govern- 
ment does not consist only 
of deciding to do so. You 
also have to work on its 
composition and its pro- 
gramme,” be noted in a hint 
that an agreement is possi- 
bly in the works. 

Ms. Oiler had been wide- 
ly expected to refuse an 
offer to form a coalition 
with Welfare because of the 
very strong likelihood that 
it would split her own party, 
which is committed to 
Turkey’s 73-year tradition 
of secular rule. 

She herself has described 
the party as the greatest 
threat to Turkey’s secular 
state. 

Within True Path there 
have been mutterings of a 
revolt against her and any 
plans to form an alliance 
with Welfare. Five of her 
deputies have defected to 
Turkey’s other right-wing 


party, the Motherland, in a 
week, patting it now ahead 
of True Path at 131 seats 
against 129. 

The country has been in 
flux since December, when 
tire pro-Islaimc party 
secured a surprise lead in 
general elections but failed 
to win enough parliamen- 
tary seats to form a govern- 
ment on its own. 

Ms. Ciller, who was the 
first woman ever at tire 
helm of Turkey, entered 
into a coalition with tire 
Motherland's Mesut 
Yilmaz, her arcb-rival, but 
walked out of tire alliance 
late last mnTtfh 

Ml Erbakan, who was 
charged with forming a 
government after Mr. 
Ylmaz resigned on June 6, 
needs a partner to give his 
government an absolute 
majority in parliament, as 
Welfare holds only 158 of 
the 550 seats. 

Ms. Ciller has not closed 
the door to reaching an 
agreement with Welfare, 
but has set conditions, 
notably that the post of 
prime minister should be 
rotated and that she will 
have the right to occupy it 
first. 

Mr. Erbakan, who at near- 
ly 70 is in a huny to 
become premier, is reluc- 
tant to accept such condi- 
tions and negotiations have 
been very fraught. 

If Ml Erbakan fails to 
forge an alliance, it will be 
Mr. Yflmaz’s mm to try to 
form a government, not Ms. 
Ciller's. 


Mogadishu fighting 
rages; 14 more killed 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Fourteen people were killed 
overnight as fighting 
between Somali " warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and his rival Osman Ali Ato 
raged in south Mogadishu 
for the fifth day, hospital 
sources said Tuesday. 

The latest deaths took tire 
toll to at least 30 dead and 
75 wounded since the 
fighting flared on Friday. 

Aideed 1 s militiamen 
launched an attack on a 
major junction in tire 
Medina district of tire city, 
under the control of Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, 

General Aideed’s other foe, 
prompting a fierce battle 
which resulted in many 
civilian casualties there. 

Fighting has also been 
heavy at a traffic round- 
about near the former 
American embassy. 

Ml Ato’s men captnred 
the strategic junction, 
which links Mogadishu to 
Somalia’s futile southern 
regions from Gen. Aideed’s 
militiamen after fierce 
fighting mi Monday. 

lire combatants been bat- 
tling with recoiless rifles, 
anti-aircraft guns, rocket- 
propelled grenades and 
mortars during the latest 
eruption of fig hting, tire 
heaviest between the two 
warlords since April 4. 

Stray mortars rounds have 
landed in residential areas 
around the battlefield 
wounding or killing dozens 
of civilians. 


Local health workers said 
they had treated civilians 
wounded by exploding 
mortars and stray bullets.' 

Residents feared that the 
violence would escalate 
with no indications that the 
waning factions were mak- 
ing any efforts to negotiate 
a ceasefire. 

It was also likely that Ml 
A li Mahdi would enter tire 
fray to back his ally Mr. 
Ato, although Mr. Ali 
Mahdi had told AFP in 
April that he did not intend 
to actively participate in the 
fighting, saying be would 
find “other ways” of help- 
ing Mr. Ato. 

Mogadishu residents have 
started experiencing short- 
ages of fresh milk, vegeta- 
bles and coal following the 
closure of the main road 
between Mogadishu and the 
southern districts because 
of the fighting. 

Traders were also unable 
to transport goods from 
Mogadishu to tire southern 
port town of Marka. 

There has been no word 
about the fighting from 
Gen. Aideed’s “office” but 
his radio cm Monday said 
that officials in bis “govern- 
ment” had met with militia 
commanders and discussed 
about the security situation 
in the city. 

Residents have accused 
both sides of indiscrimi- 
nately shelling residential 
areas and appealed to them 
to stop fighting. 


Netanyahu to expand contacts 


(Continued from page 1) 

Returning to the theme on 
which he successfully ran for 
election last month against 
Labour leader Shimon Peres, 
Ml Netanyahu declared that 
“the advancement towards 
peace is contingent on secu- 
rity” 

Ml Netanyahu complained 
that w hite the “PNA has 
shown in recent months a cer- 
tain afcttbty to battle terrorism 
until now it has only done 
so partially.” 

He also insisted that while 
Israel intends “to resume 
negotiations with Syria, with 
Lebanon and with other Arab 
states,” this can only take 
place “without prior condi- 
tions.” 

“This is tire only way to 
achieve productive and suc- 
cessful negotiations,” be sad 
in apparent reference to 
dp mftivfc . issued by the Arab 


summit over the weekend 
that Israel withdraw from all 
occupied territory, including 
the Golan Heights seized 
from Syria in 1967 and south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Ml Christopher, in his 
remarks, also stressed the 
need to ensure Israeli security 
while pursuing the peace 
process begun under LabouL 

“Real peace without securi- 
ty is not possible and real 
security without peace is also 
impossible he said. 

“The enemies of peace still 
abound,” he said. The prime 
minister and I resolved today 
that those enemies of peace 
must not succeed.” 

But Ml Christopher 
declined to say whether be 
had pressed Ml Netanyahu 
on Israel's specific peace 
commitments, saying only 
that the Israeli leader had 
pledged to “study maner 
with great intensity." 


‘Syria to look into Jordan’s complaints 


(Continued from page 1) 

witnessed open and frank 
discussions at the plenary 
session and during the side 
meetings between the lead- 
era. Jordan is satisfied with 
what has been achieved and 
it believes thatfbe achieve- 
ment at the summit will 
promote the Middle Fast 
peace process and builds on 
what has been accomplished 
so far and at tbe same tutte 

reestablish solidarity among 
tite Arab countries 

“Indeed the summit 
thawed the chill in relations 
among the And) states and 
this is a very important step 
in the right direction for 
safeguarding the higher 
Arab interests,” said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

“The Arab leaders are con- 
vinced that unifi cation of 
Arab ranks and end to inter- 
nal differences constitute the 
appropriate way for helping 
the nation to regain its 
usurped rights be added. 

Following the meeting 
House Speaker Saad Hayel 
Srour said that “Mr. 
Kabariti reviewed efforts by 
King Hussein and President 
Mubarak towards reconcilia- 
tion among Arabs and their 
efforts yielded good results.” 

“The prime minis ter 


stressed that the peace 
process will continue adding 
that Jordan supports a com- 
prehensive peace on all 
tracks,” added Mr. Srour. 

He said that the question 
of external threats posed to 
Arab countries was taken up 
by the leaders during tbe 
summit, which reaffirmed its 
condemnation to all forms of 
terrorism. 

Islamic Action Front party 
member Bassam Emoush 
described the meeting with 
the prime minister as posi- 
tive and fruitful. 

“Mr. Kabariti answered 
questions put to him and 
outlined the outcome of toe 
Cairo summit,” he said. We 
in the Islamic Action Front 
party welcome any Arab 
meeting because it signals a 
healthy sign and a step in the 
right chrectiou.” 

Mr. Exnoush quoted Mr. 
Kabariti as saying that 
Jordan had no band in the 
exclusion of Iraq from the 
summit, adding that the 
summit could not have been 
convened had Iraq been 
invited due to tbe sensitivi- 
ties of some Arab states. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed that 
Jordan had made its stand 
clear vis-a-vis the Iranian 
interference in Arab affairs 
and the recent events in 


Bahrain noting that Iran con- 
tinues to occupy islands 
belonging to the United 
Arab Emirates, he said. 
“Iran is an occupying coun- 
try that poses threat to the 
Arab Nation particularly toe 
Gulf states,” Mr. Emoush 
said. 

He said the prime minister 
considered Turkey’s alliance 
with other countries as not 
directed against any Arab 
state, including Syria 

Another Islamic Action 
Front party member Ahmad 
Kasasbeh quoted Mr. 
Kabariti as saying that toe 
King’s efforts succeeded in 
bringing together toe 
Egyptian and Sudanese 
presidents following a peri- 
od of strained relations 
between their countries 

He said the deputies of 
tbe opposition bloc in 
Parliament have voiced their 
criticism of toe summu’s 
communique because, they 
said, it did not send a strong 
message to Israel. 

Later on Tuesday, Mr. 
Kabariti briefed the Cabinet 
on toe Arab summit meet- 
ing's talks and King 
Hussein’s meetings with 
Arab leaders on toe sidelines 
of toe summit. 

Mr. Kabariti voiced satis- 
faction over toe outcome of 


the summit and paid tribute 
to King Hussein's “wise 
leadership and untiring 
efforts that brought about the 
success of toe" summit to 
serve toe Arab Nation, 
helped (toe summit) adopt a 
unified stand towards all 
issues, to support the peace 
inarch and enhance coopera- 
tion among toe Arabs," toe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Acting Minister of 
Information Nasser Luuri 
told reporters after the ses- 
sion: “The Jordanian and 
Syrian leaderships will fol- 
low up their meetings and 
dialogue to reach a suitable 
level of coordination toot 
would serve both Jordan and 
Syria." 

Mr. Lawzj said the meet- 
ing between the King and 
President Assad was “suc- 
cessful and will contribute to 
following up further meet- 
ings and opening dialogue". 

On the L’.N. sanctions on 
Libya, Mr. Lawn sued 
Jordan “will participate in 
efforts to lift the embargo 
and alleviate the suffering of 
our Libyan brothers." The 
King discussed tite issue 
with President Mubarak as 
well as Libyan lc-uter 
Muammar Qadliali 


U.S Air Force units prepare to leave after training 


(Continued from page 1) 

pilots’ performance, and pro- 
vided both sides with an 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences and acquire new 
sk ills. 

He noted that U.S. fighters 
adhered to all instructions 
regarding the surveillance 
flights over Iraq and said 
Jordanian pilots did not par- 
ticipate in any sorties over 
southern Iraq. 

Maj. Gen. Ababneh said 
that Jordan will receive the 


first squadron of the U.S. F- 
16s by the end of 1997. 

Maj. Gen. Ababneh said 
the joint exercises allowed 
Jordanian Air Force pilots to 
have practical training on 
advanced fighter planes, par- 
ticularly F-16s. He said that 
over 400 sorties were carried 
out, including 50 sorties by 
Jordanian pilots. Military 
engineers received practical 
training on maintenance of 
F-16s. 

Answering a question, 
Maj. Gen Ababneh said there 


was no intention for Jordan 
to participate in Turkish mil- 
itary exercises. He also said 
there was no plan for joint 
military exercises with Israel. 
Senior-level officials from 
both countries have 
exchanged visits, but there 
are no intentions to carry any 
joint military exercises, he 
said. 

The commander of toe 
U.S. Air Force units in 
Jordan expressed happiness 
and satisfaction with the joint 
exercises. 


The expenence Ills loi- 
tered mutual respect :tnd 
admiration between the two 
air forces, he said. 

U.S. Ambassador to 
Jordm Wesley Fp;in said the 
exercises were pan of ::.c 
U.S. milit.iry assisi-ao 
package to Jordan an > : .<r 
arrangeme.it »... 

U.S. and Jordan. 

It does not involve or target 
anyone else in the region or 
anywhere else, be said. 


Clinton: U.S. elections have no impact on peace process 


(Continued from page 12) 

state of Israel, and now the 
start of permanent status 
negotiations, all have been 
s eminal achievements in tbe 
quest for Middle East peace. 
Even five years ago, each of 
these events seemed unattain- 
able; today they are a part of 
the normal Middle East land- 
scape. Along the way, we 
have seen numerous other 
signs of the success of the 
peace process: region wide 
economic conferences in 
Casablanca, Amman and — 
this fell — Cairo; regional 
associations on tourism and 
the environment; tbe lifting of 
the secondary and tertiary 
boycotts by toe Gulf 
Cooperation Council, and 
improving relations between 
Israel jmri a growing numb er 
of the Arab states. 

Of course, there is more that 
must be done. Peace treaties 
between Israel and Lebanon 
and between Israel and Syria 
are necessary if we are to 
achieve a truly comprehen- 
sive peace. In addition, both 
sides need to continue to hon- 
our toe commitments each 
has made. The Palestinian 
Authority has taken real, pos- 
itive steps to confront terror, 
but this effort must be sus- 
tained and institutionalised. 
Likewise, we look to Israel 
and toe Palestinians to fulfill 
their commitments as pan of 
the interim agreement. 

Q: What are toe fundamen- 
tals of U.S. policy towards 
Iraq and do you expea future 
discussions with Saddam 
Hussein? 

A: Saddam Hussein’s 

regime has repeatedly 
attacked its neighbours, sup- 
ported terrorism, oppressed 
the Iraqi people, qjjxsed toe 
Middle East peace process, 
defied the international com- 
munity by concealing pro- 
scribed weapons of mass 
destruction, and refused to 
fulfill its obligations to tbe 
United Nations as required by 
the various Security Council 
resolutions passed after its 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 
Iraq's recent refusal to allow 
United Nations’ inspectors 
access to a site suspected as a 
hiding place for weapons of 
ma« destruction demon- 
strates both Iraq’s continued 
flouting of tbe U.N. Security 
Council and its determination 
to preserve toe means to 
threaten its neighbours. 

Our policy is to prevent Iraq 
from threatening our allies or 


harming U.S. interest, and to 
compel Iraq to honour its 
obligations under the UJtt. 
Security Council resolutions. 
We support toe maintenance 
of sanctions against Iraq until 
the Iraqi regime has demon- 
strated its peaceful intentions 
by fulfilling all of its obliga- 
tions to the Security Council. 
We maintain military forces 
in the region both to deter 
Iraqi aggression and to sup- 
port toe enforcement of 
United Nations* resolutions 
when necessary. 

We support U.N. 
Resolution 986, winch pro- 
vides a humanitarian excep- 
tion within toe sanctions 
regfrxte. We strongly believe 
that the Iraqi people should 
not suffer because of tie poli- 
cies of Saddam Hussein, and 
Resolution 986 ensures this. 
However, we have insisted 
that the h umani tarian relief 
p rogr amm e be very carefully 
monitored and controlled, 
given Saddam's clearly 
demonstrated record of cheat- 
ing and deception. 

Q: For bow long do you 
believe the northern — pre- 
dominantly Kurdish — 
region of Iraq should remain 
de facto out of bounds to toe 
authority of die Iraqi central 
government? 

A: The situation in northern 
Iraq is of Saddam Hussein’s 
making. It is toe result of his 
brutal repression of the Kurds 
and other minority peoples of 
northern Iraq which reached 
bonifying proportions in tbe 
campaigns against the Kurds 
after tbe Iran-Iraq and Gulf 
wars. Id these various cam- 
paigns, Saddam and his 
hendunen demonstrated stag- 
gering cruelty, even going so 
for as to employ poison gas 
against innocent civilians. 
Operation Provide Comfort 

is designed to prevent 
Saddam from inflicting fur- 
ther depredations on toe peo- 
ple of northern Iraq. It is folly 
consistent with our policy of 
preserving the territorial 
integrity and unity of Iraq. It 
provides toe people of north- 
ern Iraq with food, clothing, 
foe! and other essentials — 
which have been frequently 
denied to them by toe regime 
— and it deters Saddam from 
employing his military to 
slaughter and maim innocent 
civilians as be has done so 
regularly in the past 
Operation Provide Comfort 
must continue as long as nec- 
essary in support of these 
peaceful objections. 


Q: How would you describe 
toe current relations between 
Washington and toe Gulf 
states? 

A; Our relations with our 
allies in toe Gulf are excel- 
lent The United States has 
many vital interests in tbe 
Gulf region: preserving toe 
fiee-flow of oil from toe 
Middle East to toe rest of toe 
world, preventing regional 
troublemakers like Iran and 
Iraq from threatening their 
neighbours, and maintaining 
U.S. access to the vita) water- 
ways and trading centres of 
toe Middle East. For all of 
these goals we count on the 
cooperation of our friends in 
the Gulf 

Our idatumships with 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwaiti 
Bahrain. Qatar, toe United 
Arab Emi rates and Oman 
never have been stronger. We 
have close political, military 
and economic ties. We have 
demonstrated our rock-solid 
commitment to their security 
on numerous occasions, and 
continue to maintain powerful 
military forces in the area for 
this mission. We take great 
pride in our enduring friend- 
ship with our Gulf allies and 
look forward to even closer 
relations in the future. 

Q: Until when, Mr. 

President, do you expect tbe 
animosity between the USA 
and Iran to continue, and do 
you at all fed that there might 
be a glimmer of hope of a 
breakthrough? 

A: Our policy toward Iran is 
designed to change that gov- 
ernment's behaviour. Iran’s 
support for terrorism, its 
efforts to derail toe Middle 
East peace process, its 
attempts to subvert and threat- 
en its neighbours, and its pur- 
suit of weapons of mass 
destruction are of continuing 
concern not only to toe 
United States, but to toe inter- 
national community at large. 
In response to these inexcus- 
able activities, I have 
imposed tough sanctions on . 
Iran, which haw effectively 
severed U^. commercial and 
financial ties to Iran. My 
admin istration continues to 
urge others to take similar 
actions. 

As a matter of policy, toe 
United Stales does not seek to 
overthrow toe government of 
toe Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Nor do we seek a military 
confrontation with Iran. In 
fact, we are prepared at any 
time to have a fall and frank 
dialogue. Our only condition 


is that such a dialogue must 
be with an authoritative, offi- 
cial representative of the 
Iranian government. 

Nevertheless, until we see a 
change in Iran’s behaviour, 
there will be no change in our 
policy. Iran must .ace toe full 
consequences of its actions. 

Q: Mr. President, you are 
surely aware chat terms like 
“fundamentalism," “vio- 
lence," “terrorism” have left a 
dark shadow on toe relation- 
ship between Islam and the 
West. How would you 
explain this situation and 
what are your views on it? 

A: I disagpx with toe 
premise of your question. I do 
not see a "dark shadow" on 
our relationship with the 
Islamic world. If you look 
across the globe, you will find 
that toe United States has very 
dose relations with tbe vast 
majority of countries in which 
a majority of the population 
professes toe Muslim faith. 
To be sure, there a few coun- 
tries — such as Iraq, Iran and 
Libya — which have adopted 
a confrontational posture 
towards tbe United Scues and 
the West. These are not typi- 
cal, however. In fact, these 
countries do not have trouble- 
free relations with their fellow 
Islamic countries cither. 

We also do not make 
sweeping generalisations 
such as the question implies. 
We do not believe that Islam 
is synonymous with violence 
nor do we see any inevitable 
“dash of civilisations” 
between the West and the 
Islamic world As the nearly 
six million American 
Muslims will attest. Islamic 
values are folly compatible 
with American values. We 
will oppose extremism, ter- 
rorism, and the abuse of 
human rights wherever and 
whenever they arise, but we 
do not believe that such prac- 
tices are inherent in Islam. 
Our foreign policy must be 
based on our interests and the 
specific behaviour of nations, 
not on the baas of labels. 

Q: Finally are you a good 
president? 

A: I leave it to toe American 
people to judge. They are 
going to do it soon. I feci there 
is a lot to be done... 

Q : By you, Mr. President? 

A: 1 would like to complete 
what we have started. 
However, there are so many 
areas. 1 feel committed on a 
personal level. 
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Oman in long-term plan to boost economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — the 
Gulf state of Oman has 
drawn up long-term pirns 
to restore balance to its 
state budget and ensure a 
strong economic perfor- 
mance away from volatile 
oil earnings, officials have 
said. 

The non-OPEC oil pro- 
ducer said it would use 
crude income itself and tap 
its growing private sector to 
ensure high growth rates 
over the next 25 years and 
meeting the rising needs of 
its expanding population. 

“Our goal is to ensure the 
economy will perform well 
and growth rates remain 
high until the year 2020 
away from the effects of 
changing oil prices” said 
Mahmoud A1 Jarwani, 
director of the Muscat 
Stock Exchange. 

“This can be achieved 
through economic restruc- 
turing programmes we have 
launched, especially 
expanding the non-oil 
industries and boosting the 
role of the private sector” 
he told AFP by telephone 
from the Omani capital. 


Mr. Jarwani said the 
1996-2000 development 
plan, Oman’s fifth, would 
set the stage for economic 
diversification for the fol- 
lowing two decades by 
focusing on boosting the 
private sector and attracting 
investment 

Official figures show the 
government gradually giv- 
ing way to the private sec- 
tor, with private investment 
projected to surge to 3.8 
billion Omani riya Is ($9.88 
billion ) during the current 
development plan from 1.5 
billion riyals ($3.9 billion ) 
in the previous plan. . 

The forecast foods 
account for nearly 53 per 
cent of total investment 
despite expected large gov- 
ernment spending on a 
major liquefied natural gas 
plant 

“Most non-oil sectors 
grew by mere than 10 per 
cent last year. We want to 
maintain that trend in the 
long-term,” Mr. Jarwani 
said. 

Oman, which produces 
around 840,000 barrels per 
day of oil, has launched 


large-scale reforms to 
diversify its economy and 
minimise reliance on crude 
export revenues, which pro- 
vide more than 80 per cent 
of its total income. 

The reforms include pri- 
vatisation of public institu- 
tions and setting up major 
projects with the participa- 
tion of ttie private sector. 

Announcing its five-year 
scheme early this year, foe 
government said the budget 
deficit was expected to dis- 
appear by foe end of foe 
plan. The shortfall was esti- 
mated to have been slashed 
to around $139> billion 
from $5.82 billion during 
foe fourth development 
plan as a result of reduced 
government expenditure. 

The fifth plan also targets 
higher exports due to 
expansion in the non-oil 
industry * and the forming 
sectors. Exports are project- 
ed to jump to around 
$34.78 billion from $273 
billion in the previous plan. 

Addressing foe Shura 
Council, an advisory body, 
recently Oman’s minister of 
national economy, Ahmad 
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THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Unusual: abbr. 

5 Genesis gent 
9 Louvers 

14 Trip 

1 5 Not any 

16 Discassion 
group 

17. City in India 

18 Not present 

19 Beginning, 
briefly 

20 Miscalculate, 
mathematically? 

23 Story 

24 Spelling or 
quilting 

25 Volcanic mount 
28 Chesterfield 
30 Play part 

33 Italian city 

34 Cousin's mother 

35 Aspersion 

36 Admission of 
one's deficiency 
in languages? 

39 Control strap 

40 Morays 

41 Bert’s pal 

42 Kind of curve 

43 Woman 

44 Salad makings 

45 Rocky crag 

46 Rational . 

47 Fail in social 
studies? 

55 Idolize 

56 Slender 

57 Fingerprint, 
perhaps 

58 Standards 

59 Bowling alley 

60 Seaweed 

61 Welcome 

62 Luge 

63 Foolhardy 

DOWN 

1 Kind of party 

2 — Stick 

3 Continental 
prefix 

4 Skilled worker 

5 Zaire's 
neighbor 

6 Loma — 

7 Magnani 
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1 9 ho [11 112 113 


[25 126 127 


128 129 


130 131 132 


147 |48 149 


152 |53 154 
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8 Track 
competition 

9 Petite piano 

1 0 Hope of 
Hollywood 

11 — up (pay) 

12 Sea swallow 

13 Aperture 

21 Deadly 

22 Lessen 

25 City skyline 
sight 

26 Loathes- 

27 Unaccented part 

28 Like some hair 

29 Small bills 

30 Singly 

31 Soup flavoring 

32 Comers 

34 Like Methuselah 

35 Vehicle for 
Stanley 
Kowalski 

37 Master 

38 Medieval 
Scottish soldiers 
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43 — common 
denominator 

44 Came into 

45 Melodious 
Mel 

46 Movie classic 

47 Crew 
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48 Aroma 

49 — . mi. fa... 

50 Woes 

51 “Hud" actress 

52 Earthenware pot 

53 Floor covers 

54 Casual O.K. 


Ben Abdul Nabi Maki, said 
be expected the budget 
defidt to be wiped oat in 
2000 due to government 
meas ures to achieve a bal- 
ance between expenditure 
and revenues ana develop 
non-oil earnings. 

He said other measures 
aimed to attract domestic 
and foreign capital, develop 
government investment 
with foe help of oil rev- 
enues, and support the pri- 
vate sector to enable it to 
spearhead economic activi- 
ty. “We have drawn up con- 
cepts to deal with the econ- 
omy in future. They are 


divided into two stages: 
The urgent and the long- 
term stages,” he said. “The 
first stage started with the 
fifth development plan, dur- 
ing which we will lay down 
solid bases for the national 
economy until 2020.” 
offi cials said such plans 
would be supported by 
increased income from the 
LNG plant, which will be 
commissioned in 1999. The 
project, with production 
capacity of six million 
tonnes per year, is expected 
to boost Oman’s current 
income by nearly 30 per 
cent, they said. 


Dubai mulls permanent 
residence for investors 


DUBA1(R) — Dubai is 
considering offering perma- 
nent residence to foreign 
investors as part of plans to 
attract investment from 
abroad, Dubai Economic 
Department head 

Mohammad Alabbar said. 

"Several issues such as 
permanent residency should 
be drawnr up to -encourage 
more investors to come 
hue,” the Gulf News daily 
quoted Mr. Alabbar as say- 
ing. 

Of the around 635,000 
people who live in Dubai, 
the second largest emirate 
and commercial hub of the 
seven-member United Arab 
Emirates, about three quar- 
ters are foreigners. 


They must be sponsored 
by a national to live in 
Dubai and are not permitted 
to own more than 49 per 
cent of a company, nor can 
they own any property. 

The only exceptions are 
companies within the Jebel 
Ali Free Zone, where 100 
per cent foreign ownership 
is allowed. 

Facing declining oil 
reserves, Dubai is trying to 
attract foreign investment to 
bolster its non-oil economy. 

“We aim at making Dubai 
foe best regional economic 
hub and this can only be 
done by increasing satisfac- 
tion among our customers 
Mr. Alabbar said. 


Iran earns $40m from caviar export 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian exports of caviar earned the 
Islamic republic about $40 million in tbe year ending 
March 19 despite a drop in world prices, the Iranian news 
agency IRNA has said . 

It quoted fisheries organisation managing director Rasul 
Lahjamao as saying Iran exported 146 tonnes of caviar 
worth 60 million marks in foe last Iranian year. It did not 
give figures for the previous year. 

MnLahjanian said demand for good quality caviar 
pushed foe price of Iranian caviar np 40 per cent despite a 
drop m world prices since tbe collapse of tbe former Soviet 
Union. 
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Healthy growth seen for % 
South East Asian economies 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
South East Asia’s booming 
economies are on course for 
healthy growth into the next 
century, but the immediate 
road ahead is not ail 
smooth, a regional think- 
tank says. 

Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand are saddled with 
high current-account defi- 
cits as a result of rapid 
expansion while the Philip- 
pines is facing a potential 

flare-up Of inflati on as it 

aims for accelerated gro- 
wth. ■ 

A chronic labour shortage 
and a resulting rise in wages 
- dog tiny Singapore, the 
region’s most mature econ- 
omy, as it attempts to spread 
its wings overseas to over- 
come its limited human 
resources and land area. 

And socialist Vietnam 
feces the task of completing 
economic reforms while 
taming the bugbear of infla- 
tion in the uneas y transition 
to a free market. 

Those were foe findings 
of the— Singapore-based 
Pacific Economic Coope- 
ration Council (PECC), an 
independent think-tank wh- 
ich serves as a forum for 
government and business 
leaders and academi cs on 
trade and economic policy. 

Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand and Vietnam are 
members of tbe Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) together with the 
tiny oil-rich Sultanate of 
Brunei 

Toh Mun Heng, a 
Singaporean economist 

who was part of the panel 
that prepared foe forecasts, 
said ASEAN “is capable of 


sustainable growth of six to 
eight per cent in the coming 
five years.” 

The PECC’s annual pacif- 
ic economic outlook report 
predicted real growth of 7.6 
per cent and 7.8 per cent for 
Indonesia in 1996 and 1997, 
8.9 per cent and 8.6 per cent 
for Malaysia, 5 5 per cent 
and 63 per cent for the 
Philippines, 73 per cent and 
72 per cent for Singapore 
and 8.3 per cent in both 
years fixe Thailand. 

Vietnam, which wily 

joined ASEAN in 1995 and 
is the least developed in the 
group, was tipped for eco- 
nomic growth of 9.6 per 
cent and 9.8 per cent 

After a relatively soft 
l anding in 1995, each econ- 
omy feces its own prob- 
lems. 

Tbe PECC said 
Indonesia’s current-account 
deficit would decline only 
mar ginally, from 43 per 
cent in 1995 to 3.4 per cent 
of gross domestic product in 
1996 to $73 billion. 

“This improvement -’is 
forecast to be only tempo- 
rary.” it warned. “Imports of 
capital goods are expected 
to remain .at a high rate 
because many existing 
industries are still at tbe 
stage of consolidation.” 

Malaysia’s deficit was 
predicted to remain at $7.2 
billion at the end of 1996. 
Thailand’s deficit, which in 
1995 reached $13.2 billion 
according to other esti- 
mates, was expected to 
‘ widen slightly in 1 9 96. 

These current-account 
deficits are associated with 
high economic growth rates 
resulting in higher imports, 
much of it capital goods 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Wfike Argirion 


He makes 
a fortune 

WHAT THE TENOR 
WHO HIT HIGH 
“Ce>" GOT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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needed by manufecnning^L 
industries. 

The PECC said Malaysia 
and probably Thailand arev 
at a stage where they are- 
transiting from labour 
intensive manufacturing tor 
capital-intensive product 

tion. ■'7. 

The Philippines on the- ' 
other band faces a “majors 
constraint'’ in “the residual,- 
flames of inflation front r 
1995” as it aims for higher:- 
growth. 

“As prudent macroeco- 
nomic and monetary poE- e 
cies attempt to contain 
inflation to a seven to eight 
per cent rate for the yeac;^ 
this will brake an accelerate 
ed pace of economic, - 
growth,” it predicted. 

Singapore corporations ; 
are grappling with a strain 
on their personnel as they 
tiy to meet tbe demands viJs: 
their regional thrust, said * 
Mr. Toh. 

“As we are externalising 
our economy, we need man- 
agers to take charge of our 
investments abroad,” he , 
said. 

Vietnam, which feces 
double-digit inflation in 
1996 and 1997, was urged 
to stay the course of reform.^ 
to promote growth. 

Mr Toh said liberalisation 
and deregulation brought 
such problems as local com* 
panies finding it difficult to 
compete with foreign coun- ’ 
terparts amid wage difieren- ' 
dais. 

“These are inevitable as 
you open up — it is a prob- ' 
lem of adjustment,” he said. 

' : 4 

HOROSCOPE ■ . 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 

DAY JUNE 
26, 1996 

fly Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 

Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Contact good friend; at * 
Ltbjs time and gain , their sup- j 
port for some important plan. } 
Tcyto please your mare later : 
in tbe evening. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
21) You can get much com- 
pleted in whatever is of inter- 
est to you during the daytime 
today, but avoid a fellow asso- 
ciate who can be troublesome. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) This is an excellent day 
today for gaining prestige. 
Forget dull career activities in 
tbe evening. Prepare for a trip, 
but count the cost 
MOON CHILDREN: (June p 
22 to July 21) Get duties han- 
dled today in a more modem 
way. Steer clear of extravagant 
pleasure later iin the evening 
at this time for your success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

Have a discussion with one of 
a different background to your 
own today and come to a fine 
understanding towards your 
fellow associates. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get your inter- 
ests nicely improved and gain ■ 
the goodwill of bigwigs today, 
but make important visits ‘ 
tonight to see congenial^ 
friends. : *>■ 

LIBRA: (September 23 tOL^' 
October 22) Early today plan.l 
tbe pleasure which you desift, ^ 
but don't be too extravagant 
the evening. Be careful around j . 

motors and machinery* • • 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to C 
November 21) Get new ideas 
working which can improve 
the conditions around your 
home today. Forget about per- 
sonal desires for you at this < 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Plan how 
to get your fellow associates J 
to go along wife your ideas J 
and get better results. Be more j 
thoughtful towards your loved ; 
ones. “ I 

CAPRICORN: (December | 

22 to Jan. 20) This is a good • 
day today to make more mod- 
em improvements to your . 
home and don't forget to go ■ 
after a wish which you lave 
had for some time. j 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to • 
February 19) Get -busy ; 
expressing good ideas today 
which are permeating your I 
mind, and get fine results for 1 
your activities. Be happier J 
with your mate. V ; 

PISCES: (February 20 to *•"' 
March 20) Don't permit a 1 
newcomer to monopolise your ! 
time. Kan the days ahead very 
wisely so that you can be qmte | 
successful Take it ' easy ; 
tonight with your loved ones. ; 
Birthstone of June: Emerald “ 

= — Citrines. 
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Jordan week in Britain opens 
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LONDON (Petra) 

^ Undnstry and Trade Min- 
*ister AB Abul Ragheb and 
bis British counterpart Lord 
_ Fraser Thesday ope-ned the 
"he PECC v a -j ■ first Jordanian Week in 
i Probably tk London- 
a slane lan *U Addressing the opening 
siting tjf * they J ceremony, Mr. Abul Ragheb 

cnsive UbS stressed the importance of 

Jital-intensiv* ^rT **s week m Britain, saying 
-- -* diat Jordan pins great hopes 
on its results. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb praised 
the existing bilateral coop- 
eration in the economic 
field, saying that it reflects 

a genuine desire to expand 
scopes of commercial 
exchange and cooperation 
in the various economic 

sectozs- 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said the 
Jordanian week aims to 
give British investors and 
businessmen a clear idea 
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about the nature, fields and 
scopes of investment in 
Jordan and to provide 
Britons with first-hand info- 
rmation on Jordanian indus- 
tries. 

In a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra 
Ml Abul Ragheb said the 
government is implement- 
ing a new economic policy 
to cope with the global 
developments and econom- 
ic trends. He noted that rite 
government’s policy envis- 
ages the implementation of 
several economic activities, 
including the organisation 
of industrial exhibitions in 
the European countries, as a 
prelude to Jordan's partici- 
pation in the JEnropean- 
Mcditeianean partnership. 

Referring to the private 
sector’s role, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said the private sec- 


tor is a full partner with the 
government , adding thar it 
participates actively in rite 
economic decisionmaking 
process. 

Lord Fraser said the 
British market is open for 
Jordanian products and voi- 
ced hope that: the Jor danian 
industrial exhibition will 
contribute to reversing the 
balance of trade in favour 
of Jordan. He also voiced 
hope that the meetings 
between Jordanian and 
British investors and busi- 
nessmen will lead to more 
British investments in 
Jordan. 

He pledged his country’s 
support for Jordan through 
the Jordanian European 
partnership agreement, 
which will allow Jordan to 
enter the European markets. 

On the sideline of the 


week, which is organised 
by the Jordanian Export 
Promotion and Trade 
Centres Corporation in 
cooperation with the Arab 
British Chamber of 
Commerce, a one-day semi- 
nar on scopes of investment 
is Jordan and bilateral 
cooperation will be held 
today, according to the cor- 
poration director-general 
Mohammad Halaika. He 
added that a total of 150 
British and Jordanian busi- 
nessmen, is addition to 
British officials will be tak- 
ing part in the symposium. 

The Jordan Week follows 
a British Lifestyle Exhibi- 
tion that was held in 
Amman last week when 
more than 400 companies 
exhibited their consumer 
products. 
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Israel, Jordan and U.S. 
set up technology fund 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel, 
Jordan and the United 
States have set up a joint 
fund that will invest in tri- 
lateral technology projects, 
said the manager of the new 
fund, DanVilenskL 

Ml Vilenski is the execu- 
tive director of the Bird 
Foundation, which pro- 
motes bilateral research and 
development projects 

between U.S. and Israeli 
companies. 

M I felt if we would expand 
this to the Jordanian side 
and make it trilateral, this 
can help industries but also 
maybe help in the peace 
process,” Mr. Vilenski told 
Reuteis. 

The three governments 
have recognised the advan- 
tage and we are running 
now an experiment in 
which each government 
will put in one third of SI 
million,” said Mr. Vilenski, 


who will manage the new 
fund only in its experimen- 
tal phase. 

Tbc first projects , are 
expected to get under way 
in November and if the 
experimental phase is suc- 
cessful, the programme will 
be extended. 

The new fund is called 
Tride, short for Trilateral 
Industrial Development. 

“We are inviting individ- 
ual companies to approach 
us if this model is attractive 
to them and we will help 
them to match their part- 
ners,” he said. 

One possible project 
would involve the Internet 
in Arabic, using U.S. 
Hardware. Israeli software 
and Jordanian applications. 
Mr. Vilenski said. 

“Another approach can be 
pollution, water control or 
irrigation.” be said. 


Air Palestine 
set to take off 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 

Palestinian territories will get their 
first international airline in July 
when Air Palestine takes off with 
two donated Fokkcr jets, officials 
in Gazu have said. 

“We hope our company will 
become operational in July,” said 
the Pales tinian director of civil avi- 
ation, Faycz Zidan. 

He said the company would start 
up with two 50- scat Fokkcr planes 
donated by the Netherlands gov- 
ernment. which are ex peeled to be 
delivered by early July. 

■■With these two aircraft. Air 
Palestine will operate between 
Gaza on the one hand and Cairo 
and Amman on the other,” he told 
AFP. The Palestinian National 
Authority has signed aviation 
accords with Jordan and Egypt. 

The company is exploring other 
routes including one to Cyprus. 
Mr. Zidan added. 

The Palestinians' first 'interna- - 
lional airport in the Gaza Strip was 
christened recently by Mr. Arafat’s 
personal jet — the only plane so 
far allowed by Israel to land is the 
unfinished airport, which is yet to 
get a control lower. 

“Air Palestine does not necessar- 
ily have to wait for work on the 
airport to be completed before it 
goes into service," Mr. Zidan said, 
adding that the Palestinians have a 


mobile control tower. 

“In one year. Gaza airport will 
be ready to receive Airbus 320 and 
Boeing 737 planes.” be predicted. 

Israel and the Palestinian auton- 
omy government signed a prelimi- 
nary agreement late lust month on 
opening the airfield after months 
of wrangling over how responsibil- 
ity for security would be shored 
between them. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment. the airport was declared a 
"special area” where Israeli 
authorities would retain overall 
responsibility for security in 
checking incoming and outgoing 
passengers and freight. 

Israel's Ben Gun on 

International Airport outside Tel 
Aviv will handle air traffic control, 
said Shlomo Dror. spokesman for 
the coordinator of Israeli activities 
in the Palestinian territories. 

Farther negotiations on security 
arrangements arc needed before 
Gaza airport can become folly 
operational. Ml Dror said. 

Ml Zidan said the Palestinians 
would have to use Israeli air con- 
trol services even under an inde- 
pendent state. They can organise 
commercial flights with any coun- 
try linkrd to Israel by an aviation 
agreement, he added. 


UAE issues new rules for 
foreign banking units 


ABU DHABI (AFP) —The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has issued new rules 
to regulate business by for- 
eign banks seeking to open 
representative offices in the 
Gulf country, local newspa- 
pers have reported. 

Bankers said there were 
major changes in the 


no 


new law except that it 
defined the activities of 
such offices and the capital 
of the parent bank. 

“The new rules bring no 
change to the UAE’s finan- 
cial policy but they stream- 
line the business of those 
units,” a bank manager 
said.” 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with % telephone lines in 
commercial area In 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605, Sf 0609 
Fax: 81 0520 


STUDIO HAIG 
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Professional Quality] a 
1 Hour Service / 


Develop youri colour film at 
our shop and gcc- 

• JUMBO photm 


Frmm mmlmr »•■ 
20 x 30 tm 


Grindbyt 
Bank. Phone: _ 

Swefieh tel: 823891 





UN FURNISHED 


1) 1ST floor deluxe, 

3 bedrooms , 4 

3 bathroo ms-290 M. 

2) Roof top-2 bed rooms- 
2bath rooms-135 M. 

Location: Um-Uzainah. 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 
Tel.: 884230. Fax ‘.864231 


DOLLAR 


UMT4CU 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 
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OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10AJM-1A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

T imm pthnltia 

itf-Wnd San Rock 
Hotel 


crown ncm 



OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 

• TENMS COURT 

• HEALTH CLUB 
•SAUNA* JACI 


Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 
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& 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


HEAL 

ESTATE 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 



FOR 

RENT 

A LQU ER 

PER 

AFFTTARE 

MANY 
VILLAS 
ft FLATS 


T HE 
PROFESSIONAL 

WAY 

KMBASSrtS^ 

KJSpnxLS^F 

VILLAS IZ) 
FLATS 


* R.eAfa44Aa*t£ 

\ Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 





RENT A CAR 


We try . 


Main office 
King Abdullah Gardens ! 

Tel. 699420 j 


Daily 
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Sixteen institutions officially 
launch mortgage refinance 
company 

4 *THE CENTRAL BANK of Jordan, lhe Social Sccuntv 
Corporation, the Housing and Urban Dcvclopmcni 
Corporation and the Jordan Loan Guarantee Company ha\ e 
joined II! banks in launching a new public shareholding 
company. Capitalized at JD 5 million, to exteaJ medium and 
long-term loan* to licensed banks and financial tonipanic, 
which, are interested in lending to clients tn the housing 
sector. The new company, called the JorJan Mortgage 
Refinance Company, will create funJ* by issuing itiedniiu 
and long-term bonds. To enable the company -.t.iii 
opcrations.'negotsjiions were held with the World Bank ;a 
obtain, a S20 million credit that would K- e\i ended to the 
Central Bank which would retard its equi latent in dm. us to 
the company to help n earn out funding liou-ou.e 
transactions. The company's first board ot directors 
comprises representatives of the Central Bank, the Social 
Security Corporation, the Housing and Urban Development 
Corporation, the Jordan Loan Guarantee Company, the 
Jordan Gulf Bank, the Cairo Amman Hank, the JoiJjii 
National Bank, the Arab Bank and the Housing Bunk t \1 
Ra i ♦ Al Dustour + Al Aswocp 

Fees for work permits will not he 
increased 

““THE FEES lor work permits will not he irh.iea.seJ as the 
Ministry ot Lahi*ur has decided to continue impnsirtu the 
same charges a> be tote This decision t»a-. taken alter a 
lengthy meeting held at the Prime Ministry lo di'-cu*.-. the 
new draft : emulation which was to hike lees lm o.Miittg w»»:k 
permits to non-Jo;Jaman labc’urets Ktiow ledgeable '.unices 
said despite an ttiieniton to amend lhe ices there were other 
eor.:cnt:ou> points relating to the ieeulatio;i if •self that 
prompted officials to opt for keeping the old reeuiaiiou hi 
force anti! the adjustment of the new leei-J.iiiou ■ -\ I 
Asw aij i. 

Cabinet considering allowing 
imports of car chasis 

* *THE COUNCIL of Ministers is currently discussing the 
possibility of lifting a ban on importing car chasis b» 
Jordan to meet the demand of vehicle assembly and 
manufacturing companies which have started In register at 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade to commence 
operations. It is expected that the ban will be lifted soon 
on the strength of a recommendation from the minister .«f 
industry and trade < A I Aswjqt. 
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Euro 96 


England favourites in 
today’s semifinal showdown 


MARLOW (R) — If current 
form is any guide England 
should shade a victory over 
Germany at Wembley on 
Wednesday and reach the 
European Championship 
final for the first time. 

But so many other factors 
will have a bearing on the 
outcome that the semifinal 
could just as easily tilt 
Germany's way. 

Englaod-Gennany match- 
es always take place against 
a background of intense 
soccer and national rivalry 
with one side or the other 
looking to avenge a defeat 
or right a wrong. 

England go into this 
match having won only two 
of their last 13 encounters 
against Germany and seek- 
ing revenge for their 1990 
World Cup semifinal penal- 
ty shoot-out defeat. 

Even though only three of 
Germany’s likely team were 
bom at the time of the 1966 
World Cup final, no 
German can play at 
Wembley without wanting 
to avenge char particular 
loss. 

As in local domestic 
league derbies, current form 
often counts for less than it 
might. But Franz 
Beckenbauer, who played in 
the 1966 final, captained 
Germany to victory in the 
1974 World Cup and 
coached them to victory in 
1990, believes on current 
form England can win. 

“Germany deserve to be 


in the semifinals but the 
Eglish team have really 
improved with their perfor- 
mances and in front of their 
own crowd they are proba- 
bly the favourites,” he said. 

But although Germany 
have not shown anything 
like the passion and inspira- 
tion England have dis- 
played at times during Euro 
96, they always seem to 
peak at the right time in 
major tournaments. 

To withstand intense pres- 
sure from Italy in last 
week's 0-0 draw and to 
overcome similar aggres- 
sion from Croatia in their 
semifinal on Sunday proved 
again that even when 
Germany are not playing at 
their peak they are still good 
enough to see off most 
opponents. 

Germany are almost cer- 
tain to be without their key 
striker Juergen Klinsmann 
who suffered a calf injury 
against Croatia. 

Klinsmann, well known 
by English fans following 
his season with Tottenham, 
is Germany’s top scorer 
with three goals so far, and 
if, as the Germans claim, he 
does not play his absence 
will be a significant blow. 

Klinsmann’s strike part- 
ner Fredi Bobic is definitely 
out after X-rays revealed 


that be had broken a small 
bone iu his shoulder 

Manager Berti Vogts is 
likely to start with Stefan 
Kuntz in attack, probably 
supported by Andreas 
Moeller playing in front of a 
midfield comprising 

Mehmet Scholl, Thomas 
Hassler and the impressive 
Christian Ziege. 

He must also decide 
whether there is a place in 
the starting line-up for 
Thomas Strunz, back after 
missing the Croatia match 
following his dismissal 
against Italy. 

Eight Germans are a 
booking away from missing 
the final if they should beat 
England but that is hardly 
likely to temper their 
approach. 

England manager Terry 
Venables has two key issues 
to decide concerning the 
defence and midfield. 

Defender Gary Neville is 
suspended and midfielder 
Paul Ince is eligible after a 
one-match suspension. 

Venables must decide 
whether to retain David 
Platt in midfield alongside 
Ince and Paul Gascoigne, or 
to drop Platt for Ince and 
replace Gary Neville at the 
back with his brother 
Philip. 



Blazevic resigns after 
Croatian defeat 

LONDON (AFP) — Croatian coach Miroslav Blazevic 
resigned Monday to become the first coaching casualty at 
Euro 96, Croatian television reported. 

The 61-year-old- coach, who led his side to the quarter- 
finals where they lost 2-1 to Germany on Sunday, decided 
to quit following criticism of his tactics. 

“I obviously haven’t succeeded, so I will leave this job to 
somebody else,” Blazevic said. 

Croatian media reports said Blazevic, who would have 
been deemed a national hero had Croatia managed to get 
through to a semifinal match against England, bad allowed 
tension to develop in the Croatian dressing room. 

They also criticised his late substitutions during the quar- 
terfinal, played at Old Trafford, Manchester. 

Television reports said Blazevic had been abused by 
Croatian fans, who shoDted at the coach and demanded his 
resignation Croatia’s attacking style of play won the side a 
lot of fans in England — notably for star player Davor 
Suker — even if the young team was seen as becoming 
overly physical in the German game, which was easily the 
ugliest match of the tournament. 

The Croatian press Monday blamed the refereeing, even 
foe attractiveness to the organiszers of foe championships 
of an England-Germany semi-final, as well as the team 
management for foe defeat 

Before foe competition, Blazevic had boasted his side 
would cause foe “surprise of foe century” following their 
impressive exploits in qualifying. 

They had managed to finish ahead of World Cup runners- 
up Italy in their group, beating foe Italians 2-1 in Sicily to 
great acclaim. 

He was ambitious for Croatia to graduate from a talented 
footballing nation to a celebrated international performer. 

“1 hope that at last we will be proven as a soccer power," 
he said looking forward to foe championships. 

Though Croatia did become the first team to qualify for 
the quarter-finals, many criticised his sweeping changes in 
their loss to Portugal in their final pool game. 

Blazevic was adamant that loss was not important as he 
preferred a clash with Germany than the Czech Republic, 
but fans and Croatian officials alike were not as impressed. 

Then, against Germany, Croatia lost a lot of admirers 
which will have reflected badly-on Blazevic. 

The violence of the encounter made a mockery of 
UEFA’s fair play initiative and raised a number of ques- 
tions about foe lenient Swedish referee Leif Sundell. - 

With a place in foe last four at stake, the tensions got foe 
better of the Croatians, in particular. It was a game littered 
with bad, often dangerous challenges, as well as a number 
of ugly off-foe-ball incidents. 

Many Croats, however, will not be surprised that 
Blazevic did not live up to his pre-tournament hype. 

Blazevic used to coach Croatia in a joint partnership with 
Tomislav Ivic but earlier this year foe two men split. Ivic 
had an argument with Blazevic, who was strongly support- 
ed by foe Croatian FA. Ivic came out worst and was soon 
coaching in foe United Arab Emirates. 

The political manoeuvrings may have cost Croatia a good 
showing at Euro 96 as Ivic had a wealth of experience 
including spells in charge of some of Europe’s greatest 
clubs — Ajax, Anderlecht, Paris Saint Germain, Marseille, 
Benfica, Porto, Real Madrid and Hadjuk Split 

Some Croats have pointed out the team did particularly 
well when ivic, and not Blazevic, was in charge. 


Italian 
League 
chiefs put 
squeeze on 
Sacchi 

ROME (R) — Italy’s 
League soccer chiefs have 
asked federation head 
Antonio Matarrese to stand 
aside and also to replace 
national team coach Arrigo 
Sacchi, newspapers report- 
ed Tuesday. 

Serie A and B president 
Luciano Nizzola, Serie C 
boss Giancazio Abete and 
amateur league chief Bio 
Giolivi met Matarrese at 
Giulivi’s villa on Monday 
to discuss Italy’s poor per- 
formance in Euro *96. 

The trio made it clear 
they would back Nizzola 
for Matarrese’s job when 
he comes up for re-election 
on August 6. 

“Our intention is to start 
rebuilding the federation 
and we have identified 
Nizzola as foe right person 
to do that,” Giulivi told 
reporters after foe five- 
hour meeting. 

In exchange, the leagues 
were reported to have sug- 
gested that Matarrese, cur- 
rently a vice-president of 
foe European body UEFA, 
become honorary federa- 
tion president with a spe- 
cial brief to rqjresent Italy 
at international level. 

Sacchi, meanwhile, 
appeared doomed with a 
consensus emerging behind 
under-21 coach Cesare 
Maldini. “We also talked of 
Sacchi and problems 
emerged," Giulivi said 
after the meeting. “We all 
agreed that the federal 
council was the proper 
place to tackle foe problem. 

The Gazzetta Dello 
Sport’s inside headline 
summed up the meeting as: 
u The circle tightens around 
Sacchi. Abete, Nizzola and 
Giulivi don’t want him 
anymore." 



French coach Aime Jacquet conducts tr aining at England’s Old Trafford stadium . 
France will play the Grech Republic in semifinals of the 1996 European Soccer 
Championship today ( Reuters photo) 

Czechs expect tough time against France 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Reduced Czechs will have a 
tough task cashing in 
against France in 

Wednesday’s Euro 96 semi- 
final here with four sus- 
pended players. 

Czech Republic players 
are on a $100,000 bonus a 
man should they win 
through to Sunday’s 

Wembley final against 
England or Germany. But 
key absentees are making 
their bank managers jumpy. 

Coach Dus an Uhrin must 
completely reshape his side 
after German referee 
Helmut Krug booked Jan 
Suchoparek, Pavel Kuka 
and Radek Bejbl, before 
sending off Radek Latal for 
bis second bookable offence 
against Portugal. 

Karel Poborsky scored a 
spectacular goal for a 1-0 
win but they payed a high 
price for their best showing 
in a European 
Championships since 
Czechoslovakia finished 
third in 1980. 

Krug’s handling of the 
'match may have been over- 
foe-top but Uhrin would say 
-onl y^T won’t evaluate foe 
iicfereels performance but 
clearly the suspensions will 
influence the semi-final.” 

Uhrin also has doubts 
over injured Jiri Nemec and 
flu-victim Patrik Berger. 
Pavel Nedved can return 
after suspension while 
Lubos Kubik will surely be 
recalled. 

“When I saw Ranee in 
their first match of the tour- 
nament I rated them as foe 
best side here,” said Uhrin. 

“But two years ago we 
met them in Bordeaux and 
drew 2-2 after being 2-0 up 
with ten minutes to go.” 

The Czechs freely admit 
they have already exceeded 


all their expectations and 
federation president 

Frantisek Chvalovsky went 
to the length of saying their 
progress was a huge blow 
for Euro 96 organisers. 

“I don’t think the organis- 
ers of the tournament can be 
happy we have reached foe 
s emifinals ,” be Said. 

“We are a negative attrac- 
tion for them and 1 am sure 
old trafford will not be a 
sell-out on Wednesday.” 

To make foe final would 
be an in credible effort by 
foe Czechs who won their 
qualifying group involving 
Holland and Norway 
despite a 1-0 defeat to 
Luxembourg and were writ- 
ten off by the bookmakers 
three weeks ago. 

Following their 2-0 open- 
ing defeat by Germany, the 
Czechs were rated 150/1 to 
win the title. 

France on paper have a 
golden opportunity to make 
the final. 

Although foe Czechs have 
excelled so for, their sus- 
pensions must surely be a 
major handicap leaving 
France well-placed to make 
their Just final since, 1984 
when they won the title on 
home soil. 

Coach Aime Jacquet will 
miss foe industzy of 
Christian Karembeu, who is 
suspended for not retreating 
10 yards at a fteekick in foe 
quarter-final against 
Holland. 

Jacquet is expected to 
bring in Auxerre midfielder 
Sabri Lamouchi, although 
centre back Alain Roche is a 
possibility meaning 

Marcel Desailly would 
move into midfield. 

Sabri’s call-up has come 
as a surprise for foe 24- 
year-old Auxerre player. “If 
you had talked to me about 


playing in Euro 96 six 
months ago, I would have 
smiled," he said, adding 
nevertheless once here it 
was disappointing to be on 
the bench. 

“I thought I might play 
against the Dutch. I wanned 
up for a long time and 
hoped to play because I 
thought I could bring some- 
thing to that game." 

But he did not have a 
major dream to play the 
final. “I know I’m only a 
replacement for Christian,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile Youri 

DjorkaefF will have family 
as well as national pride 
ur ging him on to set up a 
possible Euro 96 final 
showdown with England. 

For while all of England 
wallows in nostalgia, fondly 
remembering 1966, the 28- 
year-old French striker has 
different reasons for win- 
ning through to Wembley 
on Sunday. 

Youri’s dad Jean left these 
islands with the rest of foe 
French World Cup squad, 
bowed and broken 30 years 

c'iiiii I 1 

■ England' met their -old 
adversaries in their third 
group match and won 2-0 to 
secure their passage into the 
next stage. 

Jean played at right-back 
that day in the first of two 
defeats be suffered at 
Wembley. He was installed 
as captain two years later 
but foe French side then suf- 
fered a 5-0 drubbing at 
England’s bands 

Now Youri is hoping to 
lay those ghosts to rest on 
his father’s behalf provid- 
ing of course that France 
overcome foe Czech 
Republic. 


Atlanta wins mixed 
reviews after trials 


# 
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ATLANTA (R) — Atlanta 
won mixed reviews on 
Monday after 10 days of 
competition at the stadi- 
um which will host foe 
ceremonies and foe athlet- 
ics events of next month’s 
Olympic games. 

The U.S. track and field 
trials gave organisers, 
officials and volunteers a 
final shake-down before 
the world’s greatest sport- 
ing event rolls into town 
between July 19 and 
August 4. 

The verdict was incon- 
clusive, showing that the 
Atlanta committee for foe 
Olympic Games (ACOG) 
has foe potential for suc- 
cess in its grasp, but must 
still do a lot to iron out foe 
kinks in its operation. 

Athletes were keen on 
the track, which has been 
built to the most speed- 
producing specifications 
ever and just inside the 
legal limits of foe 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation 
(IAAF). 

Michael Johnson was 
first to prove the potential 
of foe track, shattering the 
200 metres world record 
in a time of 29.66 seconds 
on Sunday. 

“It’s like foe difference 
between driving a 
Volkswagen and a 
Ferrari,” said John Smith, 
one of foe world's top 
sprint coaches. “This is 
foe Ferrari of tracks.” 

The downside was foe 
pounding taken by tired 
legs on foe trade. The fin- 
ish line at foe end of some 
distance events some- 
times resembled an emer- 
gency room, with medical 
staff treating athletes for 
musde strain and heat 
exhaustion. 

They also complained 
about the 10-minute bus 
ride between foe stadium 
and the practice track. 
With Atlanta wilting 
under scorching temperar 
turns, athletes said foe air- 


other aspects needed to be : 
tuned, according to spec* 
tutors and journalists. - 
Atlanta’s much-vaunted 
Olympic traffic plan, 
designed to keep foe city- 
moving during foe gamer' 
despite a lack of parltin^. 
and gridlock, was takes 
through its paces. •-£. 

Some shuttle users co vs- . 
plained that a 10-minute', 
ride would take up to 46.. 
minutes because of the 
circuitous route. 

The crowds at foe. 
85, 000- sealer stadium 

were fairly sparse — foe- 
top day was Sunday with' 
just over 30,000 — so foe 
shuttle system did not 
have a full work-out 
Those who chose to : 
drive to foe stadium — • 
this will not be an option 
during- the Games — had 
a relatively easy job to' 
find parking, but police 
and officials were clue- 
less about directing cars 
to foe lots. 

Volunteers inside foe- 
stadium were foe epitome 
of southern charm, but 
outside the venue, surly 
officials did not endear 
themselves to the public. 

“The police department 
seems to have stationed 
their most short-tempered 
cops in the area. They 
appear to gloat in telling 
you what you can't do 
rather than how it can be 
made simpler,” comment- 
ed Furman Bisher, a local 
journalist. 

The media were less 
than impressed bf foe 
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conditioned biis' ride was "btandnessof the facilities 


making their muscles 
cramp. 

Eight-time Olympic 
gold medallist Carl Lewis 
questioned why organis- 
ers had not torn down a 
few more houses to put up 
a practice stadium next 
door to the main arena, as 
was the case in 
Barcelona. 

Other grouses from the 
athletes included the lack 
of shading from Georgia’s 
fierce summer sun — this 
will be rectified for the 
games. 

Away from the stadium, 


and the inconvenience of 
working conditions. The 
results system had major 
teething problems, 
blamed on both technolo- 
gy and volunteers’ lack of 
training. 

The ascent from foe 
interview room to foe 
(Hess box was a daunting 
108 steps, with an insuffi- 
cient number of elevators 
for those d a unt e d by foe 
climb. 


Tour de France preview 

France expects win from Jalabert 

PARIS (AFP) — France has not had a winner of the greatest cycle race in the world since 
Bernard Hinault in 1985 and this year the French expect Laurent Jalabert to end that Tour 
de France drought. 

Jalabert, 27, rode a great race last year, winning a memorable 12th stage into Mendes 
after be and two of his once teammates — Australian Neil Stephens and Spaniard Melchior 
Mauri — had escaped 198km from the finish. 

He finished fourth overall, winning the green jersey of the points winner as consolation, 
but this year his chances are better. 

Although he suffered a knee injury in a fall during this year’s Paris-Nice race, which he 
won, be came back strongly to win foe Libre and performed well in the Dauphine. 

He held the overall lead until the gruelling stage in the Alps where he and compatriot 
Richard Virenque finished ahead of five-time Tour de France winner Miguel Indurain and 
Tony Rominger. 

Jalabert gave some cause for concern to his supporters when he retired on the final stage, 
citing exhaustion as the reason. But he then showed his form was not waning when he 
came out and won a minor race within a week of that retirement 

The world No.l has faced greater challenges in foe past, as when he suffered severe 
injuries on the first stage of foe 1994 Tour de France. He collided with a policeman who 
was attempting to take a photograph of the final sprint into armentieres, leaving Jalabert 
nursing severe facial injuries and having to be drip fed for weeks because of a fractured 
jaw. 

While Jalabert or ‘“Ja Ja” as be is known to bis team, has gradually dosed the gap on 
Indurain, reducing foe amount of time he loses on time-trials and in the mountains, it is his 
team that is his main strength. 

Manolo Saiz, the Once toss, admitted as much when he was asked whether foe Swiss 
rider Alex Zulle or Jalabert could win foe Tout 

“If they win it will be because of foe Once team, we are the strongest and best unit They 
are a super set of people ” said Saiz. 

Jalabert believes that to have a real chance of winning he must not fall into foe trap of 
tracking Indurain throughout the race, as he says that is “the worst possible tactic". 

In steal be says: “I will follow the moves rather than foe players.” 


mm 


Rominger has one last 
chance to win Tour 

PARIS (R) — Tony Rominger, yet to beat Miguel Indurain in 
foe Tour de France, believes this year’s race starting on 
Saturday represents his last chance to defeat the three times 
winner. 

“It will certainly be foe last Tour I will be able to race at a 
high level and I hope I can play a part in it,” said foe 35-year- 
old Swiss. 

Just as good as Indurain against the clock and in foe moun- 
tains, Rominger has long been regarded as the man most capa- 
ble of defeating the Spaniard in foe world's greatest cycle 
race. 

With three consecutive wins in foe Tour of Spain from 1992 ^ 
to 1994 and a triumph in foe Giro last year, not to mention his T 
world hour record, he has proved his all-round ability. 

But Rominger has often been unlucky in the Tour, partly 
because of a respiratory infection which makes his life diffi- 
cult when the weather is really hot He came close only once, 
with a second place in 1993. In foe following year be retired 
through exhaustion and last year he finished a disap pointi ng 
eighth. 

But while a new generation of riders such as Russian 
Yevgeny Berzin and Swiss Alex Zuelle have not yet come of 
age, Rominger is still going strong and might give Indurain a 
hard time once again. 

Its sometimes difficult for me to find enough motivationto 
wm,” he said. “That’s perhaps because I’m getting old. But 
obviously I would really love to win foe Tour. It would be foe 
greatest achievement of my career." 

Rominger, renowned for his scientific approach to racing, 
has worked hard for this year’s race with arduous training 
ndes in the Alps and the Pyrenees, 


John Travolta and 
Gene Hackman 
in 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Eddie Murphy ....in 

The Distinguished 
Gentleman 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1" 

Abu AIDahab 

(Arabic) 

Slows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 

"FoncorcT^z” 

* The Bridges of Madision County 

Shows: 3:30, 8:15 

*NELL 

Shows: 6:15, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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ATLANTA (R) — Brian 
Jocdsn homered and drove 
in six runs to power the Sl 
L ouis Cardinals to an 9-2 
victory over the Atlanta' 
Braves, ending John 
Smoltz’s 14-game winning 
streak on Monday. 

The Cardinals jumped on 
Smoltz from the start when 
former brave Ron Gant hit 
Smoltz’s first pitch over 
the centre-field fence for 
his eighth homer. Smoltz 
allowed consecutive sin- 
gles- to Ozzie Smith and 
Ray Lankford before walk- 
ing Gary GaettL Jordan 
followed with a two-run 
single to give the Cardinals 
a 3-0 lead after the first 
inning. 

Smoltz (14-2) allowed 
eight runs and 10 hits in 6 
1/3 innings. 

In Cincinnati. Mark Por- 
tugal scattered four hits for 
his first shutout in more 
than two years and Willie 
Greene and Bret Boone 
each homered and drove in 
two runs as the Cinc innati 
Reds ripped the Philadel- 
phia Phillies 7-0. 

Philadelphia has lost 14 
of its last 17 games. 

In Florida, Jeff Conine 
bit a two-ran homer in the 
sixth inning and John Bur- 
kett and three relievers 
combined cm a four-hitter 
as the Florida Marlins 
handed the San Francisco 
Giants their fourth straight 
loss 2-1. 

Burkett (3-7) allowed 
one ran and three hits over 
seven innings, walking 
three ' and striking out 
seven. 

AT Leiter limited the 
Marlins to two runs and 
two hits in seven innings, 
but suffered his first loss in 
five starts. 

In Montreal, Henry 
Rodriguez hit a two-run 
double in a nine-run sec- 
ond inning and homered 
twice as the Montreal 
Expos pounded the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates 11-3. 
oriRodpgqez.r his 2£th 
u4,2$h. hornets to move 
into a tie for the Major 
League lead with Sammy 
Sosa of die Chicago Cubs, 
Brady Anderson of the 
Baltimore Orioles and 
Albert Belle of the Cleve- 
land Indians. 

In New York, Jeff Kent’s 
leadoff homer snapped ao 
eighth-inning tie and Jason 
Isringhausen pitched out of 
trouble repeatedly over 
ei ght innin gs as the New 
York Mets edged the Col- 
orado Rockies 2-1. 

Kent lined a 1-1 fastball 
from- reliever Dairen 
Holmes (2-3) over the 
fence in left-centre for his 
ninth' homer. Kent has hit 
in nine straight games and 
is batting 351. - 

Sox, Angels split 
double header 

The Chicago White Sox 
and the California Angels 
split a doubleheader ou 
Monday, with the Sox tak- 
ing die first game 4-2 and 
the Angels coming back to 


win the second game 6-4. 

In the first game, Darren 
Lewis’ two-out, two-run 
single in the bottom of the 
eighth inning capped a 
four-run rally to propel the 
Sox to the victory in flje 
opener. 

The Sox had trailed 2-0 
entering the eighth innin g 

In the nightcap, Ryan 
Hancock allowed two runs 
over five innings in his 
first Major-League start 
and J.T. Snow and Tim 
Salmon hit three-run 
homers to give the Angels 
a split for the night 
Hancock allowed five 
hits and four walks as the 
Angels won for the sixth 
time in their last nine 
games. 

At Minnesota, Rich 
Robertson tossed an eight- 
hitter for his second 
shutout of the season as the 
Minnesota Twins posted a 
3-0 shutout of the New 
York Yankees, snapping 
their season-high five- 
game winning streak. 

Robertson (3-8) walked 
three and struck out four 
for the Twins, who were 
coming off a weekend 
sweep by the Detroit 
Tigers. 

In Oakland, Mark McG- 
wire hit a two-ran homer to 
spark a four-run first and 
John Wasdin allowed four 
hits over seven innings as 
the Oakland Athletics 
snapped the Detroit Tigers’ 
three-game winning streak 
with a 4-2 victory. 

The Tigers had split their 
last 16 games after losing 
46 of their first 59. 

At Texas, Cal Ripken 
homered and drove in two 
runs and Mike Devereaux 
delivered a pinch two-ran 
single in a five-run sixth 
inning as the Baltimore 
Orioles defeated the Texas 
Rangers 8-3. 

*7 don’t get too analytical 
at the plate, I just tty to get 
and stay in a zone as long 
as 1 can,” Ripken said.” 

' "After homenng just'bnce! 
in his first 48 games, Rip- 
ken has hit 14 in his last 24 
contests. 


World, MLS 
squads named 
for FIFA 
All-Star Game 


NEW YORK (R) — For- 
ward Romano of World 
Cup champions Brazil and 
1995 World Player of the 
Year George Weah of 
Liberia headline a squad of 
players named for the FIFA 
World All-Star Game, soc- 
cer officials announced 
'Monday. 

The team, which will be 
coached by Denmark’s 
Richard Moell er-Ni elsen, 
will meet the Brazilian 
national team at Giants Sta- 
dium on July 14 as part of a 
double bill, along with the 
first Major League Soccer 
(MLS) All-Star Game. 

The world stars were 
selected by FIFA, soccer’s 
international governing 
body. 

The elite world t eam also 
features Colombian goal- 
keeper Rene Higuita, 
French defender Marcel 
Desailly, German defender 
Lothar Matthaeus, English 
midfielder Paul Ince, Dan- 
ish forward Michael Lau- 
drnp and Ghanaoian for- 
ward Abedi Pele. 

G erman striker Juergen 
Klinsmann was namwl to 
the team, but is considered 
doubtful due to a torn calf 
muscle he suffered in Ger- 
many’s 2-1 quarter-final 
victory over Croatia Sun- 
day in the European Cham- 
pionship in England. 

A couple of athletes will 
be doing double duty. 

Flamboyant mexican 
goalkeeper Jorge Campos, 
who plays for the Los 
Angeles Galaxy of the 
MLS, and U.S. national 
team captain John Harkes, 
a midfielder with D.C. 
United, were selected to the 
world team and the MLS 
All-Stars. 

The MLS All-Star game 
will precede the FIFA 
match as New York.: area 
“ soccerlans enjoya'double 
showcase of international 
and home grown soccer tal- 
ent 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


New luxury apartment- 3 bedrooms-TV room 
-targe sitting and dining room-3 bathrooms 
-servant roon>new fully equipped kitchen 

Call 81 2692 - 815880 


VILLA FOR RENT 

UNFURNISHED OR 
FURNISHED 614597 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

At Um Uthaina, West Amman. Ground floor, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, equipped big kitchen, telephone, T.V. and video 
system, central heating, 167 sq.m., parking for 2 cars. 

Call 644439, from 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 


i the 
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, spam th’ 10 ! \ 


ROOF IN ABDOUN FOR RENT 

semi-furnished 220 sq.m, roof close to Abdoun Circle, with 3 bedrooms, 3 
baths, satellite dish, telephone, air conditioned and a 180 sq.m, terrace. 

Call 842 955 after 5:00 p.m. 

Sri full-time, very gco^ looks, 

cleaning, baby sitting. Has worked before for diplomats. 

Contact: Melody, Tel: 643633 > 
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Graf wins opener, Agassi crashes out 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Steffi Graf, showing, no 
signs of the knee injury 
which has troubled her, 
opened her bid for a sev- 
enth Wimbledon tide Tues- 
day with a 6-4, 6-1 win 
over Ludmila Richterova. 

The top-seeded defending 
champion started slowly oo 
Centre Court but lifted her 
game toward the end of the 
first set and cruised to vic- 
tory in 53 minutes. 

Graf said she was not 
bothered by the swollen 
tendon in her left knee, an 
injury which forced her to 
pull out of the Wimbledon 
warmup tournament in 
Eastbourne. She had asked 
for bear opening Wimbledon 
match to be postponed until 
Wednesday but was turned 
down. 

”T practiced for two hours 
yesterday morning and it 
was gone,” Graf said. “On 
Sunday afternoon, I wasn’t 
too sure about it, but I real- 
ly forced it yesterday and it 
didn’t come back.” 

Graf’s only problem 
Tuesday was with her back- 
hand service return, which 
she missed repeatedly dur- 
ing the match. One of the 
few which she made was on 
match point. 


Richterova. a 5-foot- 11 
(1.80 m) Czech ranked 75th 
in the world, held her own 
m the early going with a 
soBd serve -and- volley 

game. 

“She’s a tall giri, looks 
very athletic and she is,” 
Graf said. T expected her 
to serve well. I didn’t have 
a lot' of practice. I'm lack- 
ing match play. You could 
see that a little today. That’s 
why it took me a little while 
to get into the match.” 

Also advancing Tuesday 
was fourth-seeded Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, who beat 
Italy’s Adriana Sara- 
Zanetti 6-3, 6-4. 

Fifth- seeded Anke Huber 
beat Spain's Gala Leon 
Garcia 6-1, 6-1, and No. 11 
Brenda Schultz-McCarthy 
was a 6-0, 6-3 winner over 
Joannette Kruger. 

In men’s play, ninth-seed- 
ed Thomas Enqvist of Swe- 
den swept to a 6-4, 6-1, 6-1 
win over Canada’s Albert 
Chang. Chang was a lucky 
loser' who replaced injured 
Alex O’Brien, suffering 
from a sprained right shoul- 
der. 

Marc Rosset, the 14th 
seed, dropped the first set 
but downed Scott Draper 4- 
6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-1. 



France’s Guy Forget checks his racquet during his 
match against Sweden’s Steffan Ed berg at the Wimble- 
don tennis championships (Reuters photo) 


Seeking; ambitious, creative, responsible per- 
son who is willing to train on the computer as a 
graphic designer preferably someone with an 
interest in the arts. Must be a college graduate. 

For further information please contact 
Randa or Hanya at telephone 613-844/855 
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Join SIGHT&SOtIND 
Edutainment Summer Camp J&L 
for School Kids 
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UNITOURS 
659944/651944 
CROWN TOURS 
636919/636924 
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Package 



THURSDAY^ 
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. stAfphSL 

3^.^50^000 
4^*^313.000 
>^LX424.000 

PRICE INCLUDE: 

r . ■ ROUND TRIP BY CHARTER* - TRANSFERS 
-CITY TOUR RHODES 

2 WEEKS TIME rn opTAIN VISA 


Canada Day 


Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor A1 Hussein, the Canadian 
Embassy will be celebrating Its National Day on Sunday, 30 June 1 996. from 4:00 
to 9:00 pm In the Queen Noor Forest located in the Yajuz area. Canadian citizens 
in Jordan are invited to attend a tree planting ceremony and barbecue all 
accompanied by live music. 

Canadians interested in attending should bring their passport to be presented ar the 
Queen Noor Forest access gate. A map and information sheet is available at the 
Embassy, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Sunday to Thursday. 

Fete du Canada 

Sous le parrainage de Sa MajestS la Reine Noor A1 Hussein, I'Ambassade du 
Canada cSIflbrera sa tete nationals dimanche le 30 juin 1996 de 16h00 a 21h00. 
Pourcdldbrer cene journfie, les citoyens canadiens rfisldani en Jordanie sont invites 
d se joindre a nous dans’ la for§i de la Reine situ£e dans la region de Yajuz, tors 
d'une ceremonie od de nouveaux arbres serom plantfcs. Les activity 
comprendront figalement un barbecue, ei le tout se ddroulera au son d un groupe 
de musicians. 

Les canadiens ini£ress£s a particlper a cette fete sont prids d'apporter leur 
passeport avec eux. Des renseignements suppldmentaires ainsi qu'un plan sont 
dlsponibles h I'ambassade, du dimanche au jeudi de 09h00 d 1 6h00. 


In other featured matches, 
fifth-seeded French Open 
champion Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov faced Britain’s Tim 
Henman. And No. 10 
Michael Stich, the 1991 
Wimbledon champion who 
lost to Kafelnikov in the 
French Open final , was up 
against Sjen 'SchaDreo. 

On Monday, Andre Agas- 
si’s miserable year hit a low 
point when be lost in the 
first round to Doug Each, a 
qualifier ranked 281st in 
the world. 

“At .some stage you've 
got to put things in perspec- 
tive and say, you know, 
OK, let's just start working 
on getting it better, getting 
my game better,” the third- 
seeded Agassi said uncon- 
vincingly after the 2-6, 7-6 
(7-1). 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) defeat. 

Agassi could start by 
seriously preparing for 
Grand Slam tournaments 
for a change. He wrote off 
the clay-court season and 
promptly lost in the second 
round of the French Open 
to journeyman ■ Chris 
Woodruff. 

Agassi didn't play any 
grass-court events before 
Wimbledon, and it showed 
against Flach. It was only 
his fifth match — on any 
surface — in the last three 
months. 

”1 probably stayed away 
from playing for too long, 
and then the disappoint- 
ment kept me from really- 
attacking the needs of my 
game after the French;” 
Agassi said. 

In 1992, Agassi came to 
Wimbledon without any 
grass-court preparation and 
won the tournament He 



Number three seed Andre Agassi of the U.S. bows his 
head as be leaves court after losing his first round 
match against compatriot Doug Flach at the Wimble- 
don tennis championships . Flach won the match 2-6 7- 
6-6-4 7-6 (Reuters photo) 


admits that he probably 
can’t do that any more. 

’’You stan getting older, 
your body starts feeling dif- 
ferent after tough match- 
es,” he said. “1 think a lot of 
things change. That certain- 
ly can be one of them.” 

Agassi's lack of commit- 
ment contrasted with all the 
hard work Flach has put in. 
He's played 10 events this 
year on the satellite circuit 
and he won three qualifying 
matches to . get into the 
Wimbledon draw, coining 


from two sets down to beat 
Anders Jarryd in the final 
round of qualifying. 

“I've played a lot of ten- 
nis in the past couple of 
months,” Flach said. “I 
think that probably was part 
of the reason why I woo 
today . I was really match 
lough.” 

Agassi was one of four 
men's seeds eliminated on 
the opening day, joining 
No. 6 Michael Chang. No. 
8 Jim Courier and No. 15 
Araaud Baeisch. 




SITE ENGINEERS 

II 


SUPERVISING AND MANAGING RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS OUTSIDE 
AMMAN. CANDIDATES MUST DEMONSTRATE THE FOLLOWING 
: CHARACTERISTICS: 

- Hove ettjeas 1 2 to S years relevant site experience. 

- Be graduates from a UK, USA or Jordanian University; in Civil, 
Engineering or Anc/irtecture. 

• - Be active, dynamic and flexible in their approach to their work 

- Be able and willing to participate in every aspect of site 
management and administration including site supervision , 
setting out, programming and payroll procedures, etc... . 

‘ - Possess their own transportation for which a monthly allowance 
■will be paid . 

• - Be fluent in English and Arabic, both written and spoken . 
Candidates complying with the above criteria are requested to fax an English 
version of their C.V. to Fax No. 863 1 30 with a hand written 
a pplication letter in English derailing their current salary, availability and 
why they consider themselves suitable for the advertised post 


We have the honour to announce the start of our services between 
Amman (Queen Alia International Airport) as from 23 June 1996 
according io the following schedule: 


Departure Amman 
Arrival Tel Aviv 

Departure Amman 
Arrival Tel Aviv 


07.25 a.m. 
08.00 a.m. 

11.10 p.m. 
11J59 p.m. 



Noi anl> op »r fir.de ««v:lve« i»f Srine Israel s lulunul airline, 
but »e al»ti pnde cnir-e Ives of being a leading and cmimmciuI} 
profitable imernaiional airline ■ iror of ihc ihrec most elficiem 
airlines in ibe world i according lo I ATM 1 Our global nemurt 
consbls of direct andawenieni crmnecung flights ro more ihan 
50 de« initials cm five comments. EL AL passengers benefir nun 
a mynad of comlints and serv ices, all designed lomeel the 
demands of tndav s sophisticated traveler 
So if voa re looting for a convenient and comfortable wav to reach 
Israel and bfvnnd.dtuisr EL *L 


EUZI4SU7M? 


For reservations, please call your 
agent or EL AL tel. 702526 
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Israel’s new defence minister, Yitzhak Mordechai, tot- 
ting an M-16 assault rifle, on his first visit to Israeli 
occupation zone in South Lebanon since taking office 
on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Mordechai: Israel 
will stay in Lebanon 


TYRE (AFP) — Israel is 
determined to maintain its 
army presence in the border 
strip it occupies in South 
Lebanon, new Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai vowed Tuesday 
on his first tour of the zone. 

But he offered that if the 
Lebanese government suc- 
ceeded in halting attacks by 
Hizbollah guerrillas in 
South Lebanon then they 
could bold round-table 
talks. 

Mr. Mordechai was the 
first Israeli leader to visit 
the self-declared “security 
zone** since the election of 
Israel's new right- wing 
government on May 29. 

The visit went ahead amid 
tight security as he visited 
Dabsheh on the edge of The 
central sector of the zone 
where five Israeli soldiers 
were killed and eight 
wounded in a Hizbollah 
attack on June 10. 

He also toured the Israeli 
army headquarters in 
Maijayoun where he met 
with officers from Israel’s 
proxy militia the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA). 

“Israel will remain in the 
security zone to protect its 


Lebanese allies and to 
ensure Israel’s security.” he 
said in a statement broad- 
cast in Arabic by the SLA 
radio. 

“If the Lebanese govern- 
ment proves that it is capa- 
ble of banning attacks by 
pro-Iranian militias we are 
considering organising a 
round table to deal with the 
situation in southern 
Lebanon.” he added. 

The previous Labour-led 
Israeli government had 
offered to draw up a 
timetable for a withdrawal 
from South Lebanon if 
there was a bait to all 
attacks in the zone for three 
to six months. 

Former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres launched 
Operation Grapes of Wrath 
against Hizbollah guerrillas 
in Lebanon in April to stop 
rocket attacks on northern 
Israel. 

More than 170 people, 
mostly civilians were killed 
in the 17-day war before a 
ceasefire under which both 
sides agreed to spare civil- 
ians. However, Hizbollah 
attacks have continued 
sporadically in the zone. 


Iran in talks oyer visits to Iraq shrines 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Tehran is negotiating with Baghdad to 
allow Iranian pilgrims to visit Shiite Muslim shrines in Iraq, an 
Iranian minister said Tuesday. Deputy Foreign Minister Ali 
Kborram said the two sides bad readied a “preliminary under- 
I standing, but no definite agreement” on the issue. He said if 
an accord was agreed, families of those killed during the 1980- 
1988 Iran-Iraq war would be the first to be allowed to visit the 
shrines located in the Iraqi cities of Karbala. Najaf and 
Kazemein. Iranian Culture Minister Mostafa Mirsalim said 
this week that a road and a motel had been built in the border 
town of Mehran in Dam province to facilitate trips to Iraq by 
pilgrims. Last week, an Iranian newspaper published an adver- 
tisement for pilgrimage tours to Iraq. 

Euro-court sentences France on Somalis 

STRASBOURG (R) — The European Court of Human Rights 
on Tuesday ordered France to reimburse court expenses to a 
family of Somali asylum seekers held in airport detention for 
20 days without sufficient access to lawyers. The court, how- 
ever, denied a request by the Ammur family that France pay 
them further compensation. The family, linked to the former 
Somali regime of ex-president Mohammad Siad Bane, fled 
their country for Syria in January 1991 when Barre was over- 
thrown. die court was told. They flew to Paris without required 
documents in Match 1992 and immediately sought political 
asylum. French authorities detained the four members of the 
family in an airport hotel for 20 days before deporting them 
back to Syria. There they lodged a complaint against France 
with the European court on grounds they were held too long 
and without sufficient legal assistance. 

Brotherhood members plead innocent 

CAIRO (AP) — Thirteen Muslim Brotherhood members 
entered pleas of innocent in a military court on Ttiesday to 
charges they engaged in anti-government activities. One 
defendant, Mahdi Akef. who is 72. told tire court: “One of die 
charges is working to stop the constitution. Why should we? 
The constitution says the Koran is the main source of legisla- 
tion and Islam is die main religion. We, as Muslim brothers, , 
are the first to protect the constitution.” Some defendants 
without lawyers said they did not want (be court to appoint 
any. But the chief judge, Wagdi Al-Laithy, insisted, and five 
lawyers were named. The trial was adjourned to June 29. The 
trial, which began June IS. marks tire fourth time that mem- 
bers of Egypt’s largest Islamic group have freed a military 
court during the government's 18-month campaign against tire 
group. The Muslim Brotherhood is technically outlawed, but 
for years it operated openly because it was considered too 
powerful and loo popular to suppress. 


Human tide expected at Papandreou funeral 


ATHENS (AFP) — More 
than half a million Greeks 
and foreign leaders are 
expected to attend the state 
funeral Wednesday of 
Andreas Papandreou, the 
founder of Greek socialism 
who died at the weekend, 
aged 77. 

“We are expecting a veri- 
table human tide of at least 
500,000 people, because 
Andreas Papandreou was a 
symbol for the Greek peo- 
ple,” a government source 
told AFP. 

Among the- mourners will 
be some 50 foreign leaders, 
including Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic, and 
even Turkey, Greece's tra- 
ditional arch enemy, wDl be 
represented tty its Foreign 
Minister Emre Gonensay. 

Coaches, trains, and boats 
have been chartered to 
transport thousands of 
mourners to pay their last 
respects to the former 
prime minister who died on 
Sunday of heart failure after 


along illness. 

Athens will grind to a halt 
as the Acropolis, public ser- 
vices, the stock exchange, 
museums and shops sus- 
pend business. The Greek 
worker’s confederation 
which has some 600,000 
members has called for 
work to be halted through- 
out the ceremonies which 
begin at 1000 GMT and 
continue until the early 
evening. 

The French and U.S. 
embassies as well those of 
several other countries will 
remain closed. 

Frantic preparations were 
underway Tuesday to 
attempt to ensure nothing 
disturbs the solemn 
progress of Wednesday’s 
ceremonial which is the 
first of its kind since the 
funeral of King Paul of 
Greece in 1963. 

Some 4,500 police offi- 
cers will maintain tight 
security as foreign leaders 
arrive at Athens airport 


With heat-wave tempera- 
tures of 37 degrees Celtics 
(99 degrees Fahrenheit) 
forecast, four medical units 
and 10 ambulances will 
s tand by along the route of 
the funeral cortege from the 
cathedral to Athens' his- 
toric cemetery. 

Outside the cathedral;- 
where crowds continued to 
throng Tuesday to pay their 
respects to Mr. Papandreou 
as be lay in state, tea ms of 
workmen were hurrying to 
erect stands for journalists 
and foreign officials. 

Among the foreign leaders 
expected to attend were the 
Cypriot leadership, prime 
ministers from Albania. 
Bulgaria and Slovenia, and 
foreign ministers from 
Germany and Iran. 

Portugal will be represent- 
ed by Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation Jose Lamego 
and Algeria by the chairman 
of the legislative body the 
national transition council, 


Abdul KaderBensalah, offi- 
cials said. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin, Secretary of 
Russian Vice-Prime 
Minister Vitaly Ignasheriko, 
and British Defence 
Secretary Michael Portillo 
will attend. 

Socialist leaders, includ- 
ing International Socialist 
Chairman Rene Mauroy, 
the European Parliament’s 
socialist leader Pauline 
Green, and the leaders of 
socialist parties in France, 
Germany and Spain, will 
also mourn the passing of 
Mr. Papandreou who found- 
ed modern Greek social- 
ism. 

He was prime minister 
from 1981 until 1989 and 
again from 1993 until he 
was obliged to step down in 
January following protract- 
ed illness. 

His de at h nevertheless 
MTitf as a surprise as his 
health appeared to have star 

bilised since March, when 


he left hospital following a 
four-month stay prompted 
by pneumonia and respira- 
tory and kidney problems. 

The cathedral doors will 
be closed from 0300 GMT, 
when 32 officers from the 
army, navy and air force 
will form a guard of honour 
around die coffin, draped in 
the national flag. 

At 1 130 GMT, the funeral 
ceremonies will begin with 
a religious service lasting 
nearly tee hours, before 
the funeral procession 
begins. 

As the cortege passes m 
front of the parliament, 21 
cannon shots will be fixed, 
and four F-16 fighter planes 
will fly over the city. 

Mr. Papandreou’s burial 
will be accompanied by fur- 
ther salvoes and four mirage 
will fly overhead. 

He wiD be buried next to 
his fofhgr, former centrist 
Prime Minister George 
Papandreou. 


Israel demands Egyptian answer on missile reports 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy called on Egypt 
Tuesday to respond to 
reports it had purchased 
surface-to-surface missiles 
capable of reaching Israel. 

“Egypt must provide 
answers on this affair, which 
took place behind toe back 
of the United Stales despite 
the fact that Cairo receives 
almost as much military and 
civilian aid from 
Washington as Israel,” Mr. 
Levy said in a radio inter- 
view. 

The Washington Times 
newspaper, quoting a report 
from the U. S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 


reported Friday that North 
Korea had supplied Egypt 
with seven shipments of 
parts for Scud C missiles in 
March and April. 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said David Ivry, director 
general of Israel’s defence 
ministry, was to discuss the 
issue with CIA chief John 
Deutch in Paris on monday. 
Defense and American 
embassy officials said they 
could not confirm the report 

Haaretz said the acquisi- 
tion of the Scuds would be a 
threat if a radical Islamic 
government took over in 
Egypt or toe peace process 
collapsed. 

Egypt bas long led criti- 


cism in the Arab World of 
Israel’s nuclear weapons 
program, me At a summit in 
Cairo earlier this week, Arab 
leaders called on Israel to 
sign toe nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty and join 
in freeing the region of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Israel is believed to be toe 
only Middle East nation 
with nuclear weapons, 
although both Iraq and Iran 
are believed to have sought 
such capability. 

If confirmed, the Scud 
shipments would be in vio- 
lation of a 1990 antiprolif- 
eration law and could lead to 
the imposition of U.S. eco- 


nomic sanctions against 
Cairo, which is the second 
biggest recipient of U.S. 
aid after Israel. 

The US State Department 
said Friday it was taking the 
report seriously but had not 
decided whether to apply 
sanctions. 

Mr. Levy said he would 
raise toe issue in talks bene 
later Tuesday with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who is then due 
to visit Cairo Wednesday 
for a meeting with Egyptian 
Resident Hosni Mubarak. 

“Anyone who wants to 
give advice and wants, like 
U.S., to promote negotia- 
tions (on peace) must prove 


that peace remains their 
guide,” Mr. Levy said. 

Israeli military experts 
sa(d the Scud C has a range 
of 500 kilometres . enough 
to reach Israel. 

“It is obvious that these 
surface-to-surface missiles 
will not be used against 
Libya or Sudan, but against 
Israel if the situation dete- 
riorates,” military commen- 
tator Zeev Shift said. 

He said information reach- 
ing Israel was that parts for 
Scud missile launchers had 
been bought by Egypt in 
Eastern Europe and 
shipped via North Korea. 


Pressure builds on Karadzic 
as election date is confirmed 


PALE (AFP) — Massive 
pressure built-up Tuesday on 
Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic to step 
down as a Sept 14 dale was 
set for Bosnians to go to the 
polls to make a start in heal- 
ing their shattered country. 

A senior Serb official hint- 
ed that Ml Karadzic was 
about to step down while 
rump Yugoslavia, according 
to toe Tanjug agency, called 
on the Serb parliament to 
name an “immediate 
replacement” for Mr. 
Karadzic as an interim mea- 
sure. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, con- 
sidered to be toe closest of 
Ml Karadzic’s small inner 
circle of advisers, said after 
meeting international envoy 
Cari Bildt that toe Bosnian 
Serb “president” would be 
ready to step down from 
office if it was in toe interest 
of toe Serb people. 

Ml Bildt, speaking along- 
side Ml Krajisnik, said he 
had threatened toe reimposi- 
tion of international sanc- 
tions against the Serbs if Ml 
Karadzic was not removed. 

Ml Krajisnik complained 
about the growing pressure 
and said toe Serb leadership 
was “doing what it can to 
find a compromise.” 

Mr. Karadzic bas main- 
tained his grasp on power 
despite a stipulation in the 
Dayton peace accords that 
he, as an indicted war crimes 
suspect, should play no role 


in toe country’s future. 

His presence has been a 
looming threat to the bolding 
of toe elections, seen as an 
essential first step to recon- 
ciliation after nearly four 
years of conflict that shat- 
tered the country’s pluralist 
and multi-ethnic traditions. 

Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) chief Flavio Cotti, 
announcing in Vienna that 
elections would take place in 
mid-September, cited toe 
presence of “war criminals 
(who) remain on toe loose, 
occupying positions of 
power and either directly or 
indirectly exercising political 
influence” — a clear refer- 
ence to Mr. Karadzic and 
Raiko Mladic, his military 
henchman — as one of the 
factors opposing toe holding 
of free and fair elections. 

However, there was “no 
convincing alternative to the 
holding of elections Mr. 
Cotti said, “not (as) an end in 
themselves” but as “a first 
small step in the long process 
of reconciliation and democ- 
ratization.” The Serbs have 
long defended Ml Karadzic 
but Ml Krajisnik said the 
self-styled president “would 
certainly be ready to sacrifice 
his office and above all his 
power if that was in toe inter- 
est of toe (Serb) people.” 

On Monday another 
Karadzic associate, Aleksa 
Buha, dismissed a Western 
report citing Serb sources 


which said Ml Karadzic 
might resign in the coming 
days. 

A senior Bosnian official in 
Sarajevo played down the 
resignation hints as “nothing 
new” and said Ml Karadzic 
was “just trying to save his 
skin.” 

Meanwhile, ending weeks 
of speculation, the OSCE 
announced that Bosnia’s 32 
milli on voters will mi Sept. 
14 be called on to create a 
three-member Bosnian presi- 
dency, a nati onal p arliamen t, 

parliaments for the Muslim- 
Croat and Serb entities that 
make up the Bosnian repub- 
lic, along with various lower- 
level authorities. 

Addressing the organisa- 
tion’s general council. Ml 
C otti admitted that the mini- 
mum conditions for holding 
free and fair elections — as 
stipulated by Dayton — 
“have not been fulfilled, in 
spite of some small 
progress.” 

Ctaly 70,000 of toe estimat- 
ed two million refugees and 
displaced persons have 
returned to tbeir homes and 
“ethnic cleansing is being 
continued on a local level.” 
The influence of nationalist 
groups in the three commn- 
nities remained predominant 
He conceded that the “politi- 
cally neutral climate” speci- 
fied as necessary ander toe 
Dayton accords did not exist, 
but defended the decision to 
go ahead. 


Egypt tells U.N. Qadhafi 
took Cairo by surprise 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has president, Nabil A1 Arab) 
told the U.N. Security of Egypt, said he would asl< 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has 
told the U.N. Security 
Council that Libyan leader 
Mnammar Qadhafi took 
them by surprise when he 
floured U.N. sanctions by 
flying direct to an Arab 
summit in Cairo, an official 
Egyptian source said on 
Tuesday. 

“He had sent a number of 
vehicles all the way to 
Cairo so toe assumption 
was he was coming by 
car.. .And we weren’t about 
to shoot him down,” said 
the source, who asked not 
be named. 

Asked why Egypt did not 
stop Colonel Qadhafi flying 
home in the same way, the 
source said this was a polit- 
ical decision linked to toe 
feet that CoL Qadhafi was 
attending an Arab summit 
“But we didn't authorise or 
encourage the flights,” he 
added. 

Lawyers said Egypt could 
argue that as a bead of state 
CoL Qadhafi bad immuni ty 
and that the Egyptian 
authorities could not 
impound the Libyan Arab 
Airlines plane which 
brought him. 

On Monday toe United 
States asked for a report to 
the U.N. Security Council 
on why CoL Qadhafi was 
able to flout the sanctions, 
which ban all flights into or 
out of Libya unless a U.N. 
committee gives special 
clearance. 

The council’s current 


president, Nabil A1 Araby 
of Egypt, said he would ask 
his government for an 
explanation, U.S. 

Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright told reporters. 

But the official source in 
Cairo said Egypt had 
already informed the 
United Nations of the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
flights. “For U.S. toe case 
is dosed,” he added. 

It was the third time Libya 
has defied toe sanctions, 
imposed in 1992 because 
Tripoli refused to extradite 
to Britain or the United 
States two men accused of 
blowing up a Pan Am air- 
liner over Scotland in 1988, 
k i l l i ng 270 people. 

Both this year arid last, 
Libya sent token flights to 
the Saudi city of Jeddah 
with Muslim pilg rims . It 
argues that the United 
Nations does not have the 
right to prevent Muslims 
carrying out a religious 
duty. 

The Egyptian authorities 
say they told the pDgrim 
flights to leave Egyptian 
airspace but the. .pilots 
ignored them. 

Egypt has close relations 
with Libya, despite tbeir 
different attitudes to Israel 
and Middle East peace. 

U.S. rightwing lobbyists 
have repeatedly urged 
Washington to take a 
tougher, line on the Libyan- 
Egyptian relationship. 


Clinton: U.S. elections have no impact on peace process 


The following interview 
with U.S. President BiU 
Clinton appeared in the 
London-based Arabic daily 
Al Sharq Al Awsat this week. 
It was conducted on behalf 
of the newspaper by 
Daphne Barak in 
Washington last week : 

QUESTION: What sort of 
commitments do you, Mr. 
President, expect from Mr. 
Netanyahu, and what will 
you tell him in your upcom- 
ing meeting? 

ANSWER: This will be 
our first chance to hear from 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
his perspective on both 
U.S. -Israeli bilateral rela- 
tions and the Middle East 
peace process. Obviously, 
we want to know how he 


sees the evolution of both of 
these important relation- 
ships. In this regard, I was 
pleased by the tone Prime 
Minister Netanyahu struck 
in the guidelines of the new 
government and in our con- 
versation after the election 
last month. 

I strongly believe that a 
comprehensive peace is in 
the best interests of the 
United States, Israel and all 
of the people of toe Middle 
East I am very proud of the 
tremendous progress that 
we and our partners in Israel 
and the. Arab World have 
been able to achieve 
towards this goal over the 
last three and a half years. I 
remain committed to help- 
ing force such a peace. 

Q: Do you expect that toe 
American presidential elec- 


tion campaign may divert 
your attention from the 
peace process in toe Middle 
East, and that this process 
may not regain vigor until 
after toe elections? 

A: The short answer is 
“no.” There are two impor- 
tant reasons far tins. First, 
the momentum of tbs peace 
process ultimately will be 
determined not by the 
United States, but by the 
parties themselves. The 
United Slates has played a 
variety of different roles at 
different times in our capac- 
ity as facilitator of tbe 
process. On occasion, we 
have helped to move the 
process along by helping to 
identify and overcome 
obstacles. However, the 
progress itself was a product 
of the willingness of the 


parties to find ways to work 
out their differences and 
bring peace to tbeir people. 
A oew Israeli government 
obviously means new per- 
sonalities with new perspec- 
tives. But if both sides con- 
tinue to demonstrate a real 
commitment to a just and 
enduring peace, ultimately 
that will be the key to suc- 
cess in tbe negotiations. 

Second, 1 remain commit- 
ted to doing everything we 
can to help the cause of 
peace in the Middle East. 
The United States will seek 
to assist this transition and 
to help build the new rela- 
tionships. Tbe pursuit of a 
comprehensive Middle East 
peace remains a top priority 
for my administration and 
for me personally. 

Q: With regard to the 


Middle East peace process, 
are you satisfied with what 
it has achieved so far? And 
if the answer is yes, do you 
feel that all the parties con- 
cerned have done what was 
expected of them? 

A: The past three years 
have witnessed unprece- 
dented progress toward a 
lasting, secure, and compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East. The signing of the 
Declaration of Principles 
between Israel and the 
PajKOne Liberation 
Organisation in 1993, toe 
Israeli- Jordanian peace 
toafy signed in 1994, toe 
signing of the interim agree- 
ment in 1995, the repudia- 
tion of toe clauses of the 
Palestinian Covenant call- 
ing for the destruction of the 

(Continued on page 7) 



Actress Irene 
Papas robbed in 
Naples 

NAPLES, Italy (AFP) — 
Greek actress Irene Papas 
was robbed of a $6,000 
watch by a thief who 
snatched it from ter wrist 
as she was walking with 
two friends in central Na- 
ples, police said Monday, 
papas is currently appear- 
ing at the San Carlo Thea- 
tre in the city. The theft 
took place Sunday and 
police said toe so-called 
*Rolex Gang” had also 
stolen four other valuable 
watches from Italian tou- 
rists in Naples over the 
weekend. Police said they 
•would ask Papas to try to 
identify the thief from pho- 
tographs of people known 
to specialise in such ^ 
attacks. 

Copperfield ready 
to work his magic 
in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Magician David Copper- 
field, toe man who walked 
through the Great Wall of 
China, says be has been 
asked to perform al next 
year’s celebrations for 
Hong Kong's handover to 
Chinese rule. The Ameri- 
can, who is to perform in 
Hong Kong this month, 
was tight-lipped on who 
had male the offer, but is 
known to have got on well 
with his Chinese hosts dur- 
ing a visit earlier this year. 

“1 have been approached to ^ 
perform during the han- 
dover ceremony.” Copper- 
field told reporters, without 
elaborating. A Hong Kong 
government official said 
plans for toe ceremonies 
for the British' territory's 
return to Chinese rule on 
July l next year were s till 
in the early stages. China 
and Britain have so for 
been unable to agree on a 
list of events, with the main 
sticking point being the 
role of Hong Kong Gover- 
nor Chris Patten, persona 
non grata to Beijing. Cop- 
perfield is travelling with 
his parents, but not girl- 
friend ' and supermodel 
Claudia Schiffer. He was 
similarly tightlipped on the 
prospect of a wedding. 

Japan hosts & 
symposium on 
bullying 

TOKYO (AFP) — Some 
300 Japanese school teach- 
ers and education board 
members got together with 
foreign experts here Mon- 
day to discuss ways to 
solve a problem considered 
a national urgency — ram- 
pant bullying among chil- 
dren. The international 
symposium under the aus- 
pices of the Japanese Edu- 
cation Ministry opened 
with a report by Dan 01- 
weus from the University 
of Beigen in Norway who 
said many parents and tea- 
chers failed to notice bully- 
ing at school. Experts from 
Britain, the Netherlands 
and Australia took part in 
the symposium. Bullying 
has become a serious prob- 
lem at Japanese schools, 
with some cases leading to 
suicide. 

China to show 

Toy Story 

BEIJING (AFP) — The 
first computer generated 
cartoon feature film Toy 
Story is to be shown in 
China next month, newspa- 
pers reported Friday. It wifi 
he the second Disney 
blockbuster aimed at toe 
young Chinese audience 
following the huge success 
of The Lion King in 1995. 

The dubbing and distribu- 
tion of the film will be han- 
dled by the Shanghai Film 
and Television Group. Toy 
Story is one of a dozen ftff- . f 
eign films, mainl y Ameri- 
can, which China has 
imported annually since 
1994. On Monday, in con- 
cluding a copyright agreed 
toent wito U.S. negotiators, 
China agreed to import 
more American films and 
to step up joint productions 
with Hollywood studios. 
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